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White House Denies 
It Helped Riyadh 
Or Broke Embargo 

By Michael Dobbs . 

Washington Post Service 

WASHINGTON — .Dismayed by 
Western inaction' in Bosnia, Saudi Ar- 
abia funded a $300 million covert op- 
eration to channel weapons to the 
Muslim-led government over the last 
three years with the knowledge and tapf . 
cooperation of . the United States, ac- 
cording to an affidal .with, firsthand 
knowledge of the operation. ' 

The aims shipments, which were in 
addition tot about $500 million in Saudi 
humanitarian aid, violated a United Na- 
tions aims embargo on the fanner 
Yugoslavia that Washington tmd 
pledged to enforce. 

The Bosnian program was modeled 
in some respects on the Af ghanistan 
experience in the 1980s, when Saudi 
Arabia helped finance the covert arming 
of anti-Soviet Muslim fighters in an 
operation supported by a similar cast of 
former American militar y and intelli- 
gence personnel and agents, according 
to a Saudi official, who spoke on con- 
dition that he not be identified. The 
essential difference was that the United 
States did not provide matching funds 
for the Bosnian arms- smuggling effort 
The officdal provided si gnificant new 
details 'about the scope, timing and 
mode of operation of- the program, of 
which only sketchy descriptions have 
been provided mthepast by American 
and other Western officials. The Saudi 
decision .to reveal the information ap- 
peared motivated in part by a desire to 
take some credit away foam Iran for a 
series of mztitazy and diplomatic gains < 
by foe Bosnian Muslims in their bride 
With the Bosnian Scabs. 

The Saudi assertion of ujs. cooper- 

fidal caBedfoe aBegafioii “preposter- 
ous and insulting,” Clinto n adminis- 
tratiod officials have repeatedly denied 
persistant reporfe of U.S. inydwemrat . 
in arming the Bosnian Muslims during 
foe foree-and-a-half-year civil war. 

The Saadi official provided few de- 
tails about direct American involve- 
ment, but msistedthar theAmerican role 
* ‘was more than Just turning i blind eye 
to whitt was going on.” . ' 

“It Was Consent combined with 
. stealth cooperation," he added. Amer- 
ican knowledge began nnderPresident 
George Bush and became much greater 
under President Bill Clinton, he said. 

The White Etousc official said that the 
United States would not have attempted 
to mount such an operation because al- 
lied troops were on foe ground in Bosnia 
as part of the UN peacekeeping force. 

“Whatever the Saudis claim to have 
done was nrt m concert with us, or with 
our approval,” the American official 
said. “We have not in any way co- 
ordinated, endorsed, or in any other way 
encouraged other countries to -violate 
the arms embargo.” 

The Saudi official also sadd his coun- 
try ^35 ready to help finance a U-S.-ied 
effort to bring die Bosnian government 
army up to the level of its Bosnian 
Serbian enemy after the lifting of the 
UN arms embargo. He said that ne- 
gotiations were still continuing on the 

financing of the program but that Saudi 
Arabia was prepared to donate up to 

$50 million,” or between 15 percent 
and 25 percent of the total cost 

Hie Saudi official played down foe. 
Ir anian role in Bosnia, saying Tehran 
had “foe loudest mouth” but dw not 
contribute nearly asrnudi ti» 

Muslim cause as Riyacfo- Western of- 
ficials say foe Iranian contribution was 

See SAUDIS, Page 4 
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DEADLY BLAST — Rescuers carrying a survivor of a dynamite explosion in China that killed 100. Page 5. 


Coal Miners’ Strike 
Stiffens in Russia 


Lobbying: China’s New Pasttime 


By Elaine Sciolino 

New York Times Sen-ice 


WASHINGTON — Last Novem- 
ber, representatives from the commu- 
nications firm of Robinson Lerer Saw- 
Miller were invited to the Chinese 
to present an ambitions 
three-year public relations strategy for 
Beijing.- 

Focus on “hot button issues” like 
human rights and weapons sales, foe 
Chinese were told, according to people 
familiar with foe presentation. 

. Put ott.a fpad show of Chinese ath- - 
■letes during the Summer Olympics. 
Create a command carter to handle 
crises. Set up a news bureau with tele- 
vision links and an on-line information 
system. 

' The firm boasted that it operated 
“well behind the scenes” and rep- 
resented corporate giants like Mi- 
crosoft and Chp'sler and foe govern- 
ments of countries like foe Philippines, 
Columbia, Chile and Indonesia. 


The Chinese listened politely and 
thanked their guests. 

Officials at the firm say they have 
not beard back. 

Given China’s historic suspicion of 
outside interference, the encounter 
was highly unusual, as were China's 
tentative overtures to other U.S. lob- 
bying firms. 

The search was part of an awkward 
effort to defeat Taiwan — not by arms 
but by means of a public relations 
campaign in the United States. 

Chi this battlefield, however, even a 
.nuclear power of 12. billion people 
and die fastest-growing economy in 
foe world is no match for a small island 
of 20 milli on inhabitants that has as- 
siduously worked Washington for 
decades. 

“It's hard to think of anybody who 
does this kind of thing worse.” said 
Stanley Roth, director of studies at the 
U.S, Institute for Peace, who was the 
senior Asia specialist at the White 
House until last month. 


“The Chinese come in and tell you 
what they want to do and you’re sup- 
posed to say. ‘Good.* They are not 
willing to compete in the realm of 
ideas nor do they recognize that the 
key to lobbying is education over 
time.” 

But ever since foe Clinton admin- 
istration bent to congressional pres- 
sure and allowed President Lee Teng- 
hui of Taiwan to visit foe United Stares 
last summer, the Chinese have seemed 
determined to sell their message bet- 
ter. 

President Jiang Zemin has admitted 
the need for China to develop its skills 
in dealing with other nations, telling 
U.S. News and World report last yean 
“We have not developed foe practice 
of picking up the phone and saying 
‘hello’ to President Clinton. I think we 
need to improve this. We certainly 
haven't done enough lobbying of the 
U.S. Congress.” 

See LOBBY, Page 4 


Reformer Urges 

IMFtoHoldOff 

On Moscow Loan 


By Alan Friedman 
ana Jonathan Gage 

International Herald Tribute 

DAVOS, Switzerland — The IMF 
should deny Russia $9 billion in loans 
until President Boris N. Yeltsin makes a 
detailed commitment to continue eco- 
nomic reforms, Russia's leading pro- 
democracy campaigner said in an in- 
terview here Friday. 

Grigori A Yavlinsky, the liberal eco- 
nomist who is the second most popular 
candidate in foe race for foe Russian 
presidency, accused Mr. Yeltsin of 
"tilting toward the Communists” by 
slowing down reforms. 

Mr. Yavlinsky, 43, added that foe 
International Monetary Fund should 
also demand assurances that its earlier 
loans will not be used to finance Mo- 
scow's war in Chechnya. 

In Moscow on Friday, Mr. Yeltsin’s 
chief of staff said the president would 
not deviate from the path of reform. 

“There is no power, except for the 
Almighty, who could force Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin to rum from the 
course of reform and renounce the con- 
victions he has suffered for,” said 
Nikolai Yegorov, in foe most colorful 
assertion so far of the Kremlin leader's 
commitment. 

Also Friday, U.S. Deputy Treasury 
Secretary Lawrence Summers noted 
that Washington had received reassur- 
ances this week from Prime Minister 
Viktor S. Chernomyrdin that Russia 
would not abandon reforms. 

“1 would highlight the importance of 
continued reforms,” Mr. Summers said 
in a news conference here. 

But Mr. Yavlinksy. speaking ahead 
of meetings he will have here this week- 
end with a number of U.S. officials, 
including Mr. Summers and Assistant 
Secretary of State Richard C. Hol- 
brooke. contended that the Russian re- 
assurances were worthless. “Yeltsin is 
turning the reform boat around in the 
middle of tire river," he said. 

He said that Mr. Yeltsin had read the 
results of last December's parliament- 
ary elections, taken note of the Com- 
munist Parly victory and decided that to 
win next June's presidential election 
“all he has to do is move his policy 
toward foe Communists.” 

Mr. Yavlinsky said Mr. Yeltsin’s re- 

See RUSSIAN, Page 4 


Scientists Cheer Promise of Experimental AIDS Drug 


By Lawrence K. Altman 

New York Times Service 

WASHINGTON — An experimental 
drag has nearly halved bofo the death rate 
from advanced AIDS and. the number of 
serious ccmpEcafions of the disease in a 
large international study that lasted seven 
months, the drug '& developer reported at 
a scientific meeting bere. . 

• Many of the 2,100 participants at the 
meeting enthusiastically greeted the re- 
port Thursday that foe drug, ritonavir, 
prolonged foe lives of some patients in 
the study. William Paul, head of the 
federal office of AIDS research, said: 
“Patients need to know tins is prom- 


ising, all signs are optimistic, and it is 
wrong not to be optimistic.” 

Nevertheless, Dr. Paul and many oth- 
ers cautioned that there was no way to 
determine howlong the drug's beneficial 
effect would last- People at foe meeting 
pointed to some disquieting data in the 
report that raised questions whether res- 
istant- strains of FQV might have taken 
over early in the treatment period, jeop- 
ardizing longer-term results. 

Ritonavir is a member of a new class 
of drugs known as protease inhibitors 
that have excited participants at the 
Third Conference on Retroviruses and 
Opportunistic Infections, which ended 
Thursday. Studies reported earlier this 


week showed that another protease in- 
hibitor, indinavir, when combined with 
standard AIDS drugs, appeared to be the 
most powerful AIDS therapy ever tested 
on infected patients. 

One study focused on the amount of 
HIV in foe body, showing that foe in- 
dinavir combination reduced the 
amount of HIV to levels that could not 
be detected by standard laboratory tests 
in 26 patients over 24 weeks. 

Earlier studies have shown that pro- 
tease inhibitors lead to a sustained rise 
in the number of CD-4 cells — the 
specialized white cells in blood that are 
crucial for immune system function and 
that are destroyed by HIV. 


In the ritonavir study of nearly 1,100 
patients, 13 percent dial or suffered fur- 
ther progression of severe AIDS, com- 
pared whh 27 percent of patients who 
received a placebo, John ML Leonard, an 
official at Abbott Laboratories reported. 

In terms of death alone, foe death rate 
was 4.8 percent among 543 patients who 
received ritonavir, compared with 8.4 
percent among 547 patients who re- 
ceived a placebo, Dr. Leonard said. 

The participants — from 67 clinics in 
Australia. Canada, the United States and 
seven European countries — were tak- 
ing many combinations of anti-HIV 
drugs, and they agreed to let the selection 
of ritonavir or placebo be made by lot. 


Malaysia’s Economy: Will Boom Turn to Bust? 


By Edward A. Gargan 

New York Times Service 


PUTRAJAYA, Malaysia — As far as the eye can 
see, fringed oil palms, the trees that once brought 
wealfo to this peninsula, parade in ranks up and 
down foe hills., r . ... 

But in a bulldozed clearing, rising like a glisten- 
ing inverted ice cream cone, stands a steel monu- 
ment to the future. It marks the site, 40 kilometers 
(25 miles) south of Kuala Lumpur, of what will be 
this country’s new. capital and has come to sym- 
bolize Malaysia's sprint toward status .as a de- 
veloped nation. ’ . 

In little more than a decade, Malaysia has trans- 
formed itself from a commodity-based economy — 
dependent on palm oil, rubber and tin — into one of 
foe new growth engines of Southeast Asia. - 
.Foreign investment has been pouring in, foe gov- 
ernment has been spending huge amounts on a host 
of construction projects, and home-grown conglom- 
erates have become a force not only here but 
throughout the region. 

- Yet foe 9 percent pace of growth, foe rush of 
capital spending and tbe swell of national stature are 
taking their tell. There are not enough workers, 
particularly skilled ones, inflation is on the rise and 
imports' are increasingly outstripping exports. A few 
foreign Companies- have already relocated some of 
their operations to cheaper markets. 

" In a recent report, BZw Asia Research, an arm of 
Barclays'de Zoeie Wedd Inc., foe British merchant 
bank, cited concerns that foe economy was starting 
to ovefoesatl “If left untended,” it warned, “foe . 
economy could be vulnerable to a meltdown.” 
Indeed, while doubts about the staying power of 
the Malaysian boom have been voiced for some 
time, they have a new urgency. After eight years of 



TbeNc- 

Gigantic twin towers in Kuala Lumpur rising 
as symbols of a building frenzy in Malaysia. 


nearly unbroken growth of S percent or better, the 
question now is whether Malaysia can afford to keep 
hurtling along at breakneck speed. In short. Malaysia 
seems to be at a turning point, one that sooner or later 
faces every developing country that tries to move 
ahead in a huny. 

The government of Prime Minister Mahathir bin 
Mohamad has responded by conceding that Malay- 
sia must increase its exports to stanch a growing 
balanee-of-payments deficit. And in recent months, 
the government has made some efforts to restrain 
domestic consumption. Interest rates have crept up 
slightly, for example, and banks can now lend only 
75 percent toward the purchase of new cars, down 
from 90 percent. 

Still, Mr. Mahathir, a medical doctor by training 
who has been in power since July 1981. has dis- 
played little patience for critics of his economic 
policies. At a recent gathering of economists in 
Malaysia, be said that none of the country’s gran- 
diose projects would be slowed. 

“Merely slowing growth is not foe answer, since 
many countries with slow growth have also been 
faced with balan ce-of-paymen r deficits,” he told foe 
National Economic Forum. Rather, he said, growth 
must continue at a high pace. 

“The ultimate objective that we should aim for is 
a Malaysia that is a folly developed country by the 
year 2020,” he proclaimed recently on, appropri- 
ately enough, his own home page of the World Wide 
Web. Dubbed Wawasan 2020, or Vision 2020, this is 
an ever-present goal, emblazoned on billboards and 
the sides of buses and in countless slick pamphlets. 

But it is a goal that may jwove painfully elusive, 
some economists and financial observers say. 

• * It's anybody’s guess whether this kind of growth 

See MALAYSIA, Page 4 


80% of Pits Idle; 
Ukraine Also 
Hit by Walkout 


By David Hoffman 

Washington Post Service 

MOSCOW — Stung by a nationwide 
strike of coal miners, Russian officials 
promised Friday to consider miners’ 
demands for unpaid wages and for fixed 
subsidies to the coal industry, but union 
leaders said the shutdown would con- 
tinue. 

In Russia, union leaders estimated 
that 450,000 of 580,000 coal miners 
were on strike, idling 80 percent of foe 
industry. A few mines in foe Far East 
decided to re nun to work so local power 
stations would not exhaust coal sup- 
plies. The miners rlaim they are owed 
about 5200 million in back pay; foe 
government has rushed to pay some of 
foe arrears. 

In Ukraine, an estimated 91 of the 
country’s 227 coal pits went on strike, 
and another 100 pits extracted coal but 
refused to ship it, according to foe In- 
terfax news service. The Ukrainian 
miners are owed about 5360 million in 
unpaid wages, and they also want more 
subsidies. 

But the Ukrainian prime minister, 
Yevgeni Marchuk, rejected more 
handouts, saying that Ukraine should 
have long ago swallowed foe “bitter 
medicine” of restructuring foe coal in- 
dustry. 

"This was not done on time,” be 
said, according to Interfax. In foe past, 
be added, “all subsidies for foe coal 
industry usually produced no other res- 
ults but tbe waste of enormous funds. 
The stale does not have idle money to 
throw into the hole without any hopes of 
return.” 

His comments went to the core of the 
strike. The coal industry in both Russia 
and Ukraine remains largely state-run 
and heavily subsidized, and restructur- 
ing has barely begun. Coal miners have 
not been paid because both state sub- 
sidies and payments from coal custom- 
ers — steel mills and electric power 
plants — have been chronically late. 
Russia's economy has been mired in a 
web of unpaid debts paralyzing the state 
and much of its moribund industrial 
base. 

The coal miners' strike comes as a 
potent symbol of social unrest just 
weeks before President Boris N. Yeltsin 
is expected to announce plans to run 

See STRIKE, Page 4 
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Mr. Kelly dancing in the 1952 
movie “SinghT in the Rain.” 

Gene Kelly 

Is Dead at 83 

Gene Kelly, foe dancer and cho- 
reographer who brought his athletic 
grace and Irish charm to “SinguT 
in the Rain." “On the Town" and 
other great movie musicals of the 
1 940s and '50s, died Friday in Los 
Angeles. He was 83 and had re- 
cently suffered strokes. 

In addition to starring in mu- 
sicals like "An American in Par- 
is,” “Cover Girl,” and “Anchors 
Aweigh, ” Mr. Kelly danced cm 
Broadway, had serious movie roles 
and directed “Hello. Dolly!” and 
other films. (Page 4) 
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Christopher Hopes to Bring Bosnia Factions to Heel 


BRIEFLY Li 


Carp&nt tn OurSitf Frcm Dtfkadia 

WASHINGTON — Secretary of 
Stale Warren M. Christopher left 
Friday on his first postwar trip to the 
Balkans, part of an effort to pressure 
Bosnia's rival factions to comply 
with the Dayton peace pacL 

U.S. officials say they are mostly 
satisfied with the military aspects of 
the deal, struck in November, but 
are concerned about civilian issues. 

As a result, Mr. Christopher will 
urge Serbs, Muslims and Croats to 
cooperate with the Bosnia war crimes 
investigation, release the scores of 
war prisoners of war estimated still 
held by Bosnia factions, and move 
toward elections that could make 
Bosnia a multicultural democracy. 

“We're determined that the 


agreement not fray.” said a Stale 
Department spokesman, Nicholas 
Bums. 

Mr. Christopher's first stop b 
Zagreb, where ne will talk with the 
Croatian president. Franjo Tudj- 
man. 

He is then scheduled to visit U.S. 
troops in Tuzla, who make up one- 
third of the 60,000-member NATO 
peacekeeping force in Bosnia, and 
to meet Bosnian leaders, including 
President AJija Izetbegovic in Sa- 
rajevo. 

On Sunday, he is to hold talks 
with the Serbian president, 
Slobodan Milosevic, in Belgrade. 

President Bill Clinton briefly vis- 
ited Bosnia last month to show sup- 
port for U.S. troops. Mr. Christoph- 


er's focus is expected to be more on 
the peace deal’s fine points. 

Bosnia's Muslim-dominated 
government is expected to press Mr. 
Christopher to use his influence 
with Mr. Milosevic to avert a mass 
exodus of Serbs from Sarajevo. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman, 
Mirza Hajric, said he hoped Mr. 
Christopher would urge Serbian 
Leaders to convince fearful Serbs 
that they will be safe when their 
districts return to Bosnian govern- 
ment control at midnight Friday. 

Many Serbs say they fear reprisals 
from Bosnian Muslims, and their 
fears have been compounded by the 
failure of the Bosnian Parliament to 
pass an amnesty for Serbian sol- 
diers. 


The commander of the NATO 
peace force. Admiral Leighton 
Smith, has predicted that as many as 
60 percent of Sarajevo's Serbs 
would flee the capital. 

The problem facing the Bosnian 
government, detested by many 
Serbs, is * ‘practically, how do we go 
about putting pressure on Serb au- 
thorities to let their population 
stay?” Mr. Hajric said. 

The day before, elite French com- 
mandos shot and killed a Serbian 
sniper in NATO’s second robust re- 
sponse in two days to accord vi- 
olations. 

The sniper and his captured ac- 
complice were carrying Serbian 
military papers but were dressed as 
civilians, said a peace force spokes- 


man, Lieutenant Colonel Mark 

Rayner. French special forces killed 
the gunman Thursday in Hidza, a 
Serb-held suburb of Sarajevo. It is 
die first time the NATO forces have 
confirmed killing someone since 
moving into Bosnia in December. 

The action followed an incident 
Wednesday in which U.S. war- 
planes buzzed Bosnian government 
forces who had breached the de- 
militarized zone between the former 
waning parties outside the south- 
western city of Mostar. 

Bosnian soldiers handed over 
their weapons to Spanish troops and 
withdrew after the jets showed up. 
The incident marked the first time a 
NATO ground commander had re- 
quested air support. (Reuters, AFP) 


For Scotland Yard, Some Success With DNA 


By Fred Barbash 

Washington Post Service 


LONDON — Mass DNA screen- 
ing, increasingly popular among po- 
lice in search of suspects in Britain, 
has produced arrests in three highly 
publicized crimes recently, includ- 
ing charges brought in a Welsh rape- 
murder following DNA sampling of 
about 2,000 men. 

The technique involves taking 
“voluntary" blood or saliva 
samples from large groups of people, 
usually men from the neighborhood 
closest to the crime scene, construct- 
ing DNA profiles from them and 
comparing them with similar DNA 
evidence — an assailant's blood or 
semen or hair — taken from the 
crime victim. 

Such sweeping forensic methods 
have not been used in the United 
Stales, where most lawyers believe 
they would run afoul of the Bill of 
Rights protection against unreason- 
able search and seizure. American 
courts generally require police to 
have evidence against a specific in- 
dividual before seeking blood, hair 
or saliva samples, such as that used 
in the O J. Simpson case. In Britain, 
where there is no such bill of rights, 
police have much broader leeway. 


In a related development, author- 
ities in Scotland on Thursday ex- 
humed the body of a man dead IS 
years to determine through DNA 
testing whether he was a notorious 
1960s Glasgow serial killer nick- 
named “Bible John" for his sup- 
posed habit of quoting the Bible to 
his victims. 

The arrest in Wales came in the 
case of Claire Hood, 15. who was 
raped and killed 13 months ago in a 
wooded area in a Cardiff neighbor- 
hood called St. Mellons. 

Stumped for solid clues, but in 
possession of a DNA profile taken 
from the assailant's semen, invest- 
igators went door to door in the Sl 
M ellon’s neighborhood starting last 
spring, inviting men to a makeshift 
laboratory to submit blood and 
saliva samples. 

DNA is the chemical that codes or 
instructs the genes in the human 
body. Its pattern is unique to each 
individual and can be deciphered 
from virtually any celt and thus 
from hair, semen, saliva, bones, or 
any bodily remnant, dead or alive. 

British law does not permit com- 
pulsory sampling. But the South 
Wales Constabulary made it clear 
that anyone who refused would be- 
come the subject of intense police 


imeresL Detective Superintendent 
Colin Jones, who was in charge of 
the investigation, said Thursday that 
no one refused to produce a sample, 
including a 19-year-old neighbor of 
Miss Hood's who has been charged 
with die crime. 

While declining to say whether 
the man's DNA profile matched the 
crime-scene evidence, Mr. Jones 
said that “it showed that he could not 
be eliminated" as a suspect 

The man's sample, the chief su- 
perintendent said, was the only ooe 
of the thousands taken that produced 
such a result 

After questioning, authorities 
charged Neil Owen, a computer stu- 
dent at a local college. He is being 
held without bail. 

After the arrest Mr. Owen’s fam- 
ily was given police protection after 
a crowd of teenagers gathered near 
the house and smashed a window 
with a brick. 

Mass DNA screening was first 
used successfully in Britain to solve 
a 1986 rape-murder in the English 
Midlands. Thai case became the sub- 
ject of a book by Joseph Wambaugb 
called "The Blooding." 

Since then, especially with the im- 
provement of DNA analysis, the 
practice has become more common. 


In addition, the British government 
has opened a DNA bank for storage 
of profiles of hundreds of thousands 
of people who have been suspects or 
defendants in burglaries or violent 
crimes. 

In October, police near Birming- 
ham selected 800 men for sampling 
in a search — which has since pro- 
duced an arrest — for the person who 
killed and sexually assaulted 15- 
year-old Naomi Smith. 

The month before, a man in Derby 
pleaded guilty to three Tapes after 
being identified through a DNA 
sampling of 150 men who lived in a 
particular housing development 

Scotland Yard, London’s police 
department, has been employing 
similar DNA "fingerprinting” to 
find a suspect in the rape of a woman 
who was kidnapped from a tele- 
phone booth in central London and 
raped at knife point in Regent's Park 
here. 

While mass DNA screening has 
received considerable publicity in 
Britain, there has been little objec- 
tion voiced to it, either from those 
screened or from civil liberties or- 
ganizations, which accept the gov- 
ernment interpretation that it is a 
voluntary process. 


Ciller Gives Up Attempt at Coalition in Turkey 


Confuted by Our SuQ frm Disfuahrs 

ANKARA — Prime Min- 
ister Tansu Ciller on Friday 
abandoned attempts to form a 
government with the center- 
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right Motherland Party. The 
Motherland leader. Mesut 
Yilmaz. “rejected all my of- 
fers.” Mrs. Ciller said at the 
end of a 40-minute meeting 
with her rival. 

She said she would formally 
notify President Suleyman 
Demirel on Saturday of her 
failure to form a government 
Mr. Demirel said Friday 
that he would designate Mr. 
Yilmaz next. Motherland has 
133 deputies in Parliament 
Mr. Yilmaz said he turned 
down Mrs. Ciller because she 
insisted on remaining prime 
minister. She is serving in a 
caretaker capacity now. 


Mrs. Ciller's True Path 
Party came in second in gen- 
eral elections six weeks ago, 
behind the pro- Islamic re- 
gime Welfare Party. 

Welfare's 158 deputies in 
the 550-member Parliament 
are far fewer than the required 
majority of 276 to form a gov- 
ernment alone. Mrs. Ciller re- 
ceived the mandate after the 
Welfare leader, Necmettin 
Erbakan, failed to form a co- 
alition- Both Mrs. Ciller and 
Mr. Yilmaz rejected Welfare 
for its anti-secularist policies. 

Mrs. Ciller had offered 
Motherland a coalition in 
which both the prime minister 


and the deputy prime min- 
ister. two posts that would 
have been shared by the two 
leaders, would have equal re- 
sponsibilities. 

Mrs. Ciller said that Mr. 
Yilmaz turned her down be- 
cause he was inclined to form 
a coalition government with 
Welfare. 

“We have not ruled out 
coalition partnership with 
Welfare although it is going 
to be very difficult to reach 
common ground with it,” Mr. 
Yilmaz said. Political ana- 
lysts believe a coalition with 
Motherland would prevent 
Welfare from making radical 


RELIGIOUS SERVICES 


AMSTERDAM 

CROSSROADS INTERNATIONAL 
CHURCH Interdenominational & 
Evangeicai Sunday Service IttOO am. & 
11:30 a.m J Kids Welcome. De 
Cuserslraat a S. Amsterdam Info. 020- 
641 8812 cr 0206461 653. 

FRANCE/TOULOUSE 
HOPE INTERNATIONAL CHURCH 
(Evangeicai). 4. txl de PShrac. CotamJsr. 
Sunday service. 6:30 p.m.Tal.: 
6Z2431.T& 

FRENCH RJVttRA/COTE D'AZUR 

NICE: Holy Trinl , 

Ep fe c npHte n), 11 rue del 
Eucharist at 11 am.; Weekdays as on 
notice boanL VH'JCE StHuf^fe aw. de 
la Rfestance: Sunday Eucharist £ 9 am. 
Contact fafter Ken Letts 93 87 1963 

KIEV 

INTERNATIONAL CHR6TIAN ASSEMLY 
IAOG1, Sundays Ennhsh 10:00, Bf 
1200 - IB Ktaschetfc §_ (30044) 

MUNICH 

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH, Evangelical Bible Befevtng, 
services h EngSsti 430 pm Sundays at 
EnlUJefstr. 10 (U2 Tharestenstr.) (0891 
8506817. 

PARIS and SUBURBS 
EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH, 56 
Flue des Ban^Ftetsins. Rurf-Mrtrrafcon. 
An Evangelical church for the EngSsh 
speaking community located in the 
western suburtts.S.S. 9:45; Worship: 
10:45. ChBdien's Church and Nursery. 
Youth ministries Rev. Scott Staar Man. 
Call 47.5159.63 or 47.49.15.29 for 
I n formant. 

HOPE INTERNATIONAL CHURCH 
Hotel Onon el PartHa-Ddforee. 8 bcL de 
Neuilly. The Christian & Missionary 
Alliance. Sundays 9:30 a m Worship 
sen/ice m English. Sunday school (or 
children. Bible study - Prayer groups - 
Evanprfsm - Disdptesh*) - Menage and 
Rev. Douglas Miter. 
.06. Mem 


Pastor. Tel.: 4333.04.06. Metro 1 to 
Esplanade la Defense: Some Esplanade 
At surface level, ban right then first left 
toward UAP bldg. Ask at Oncn Hotel. 
SAINT JOSEPH'S CHURCH (Roman 
Cathofic). Masses: Sunday: 9:45 & 11:00 
am., 12:15 6 6:30 pm.; Saturday- 11:00 
am & &30 pjn.: Monday to Friday: 830 
am. 50. avenue Hoche. Pans 8th. Tel: 
42272856. Metro: Charles de Gaulle - 
Etaie 

ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH (evangeicai 
Anglican). Sundays 10:30 a.m. (wnh 
chBnanl s Pub and creehejand 630 pm. 
Midweek study groups. Chnsr-cenrered 
tellowshp in the heart ol Pans. 5 rue 
cfAguesseau, 7S008. Tel. 47.42.70.88. 
Metro: Concorde. 

TOKYO 

ST. PAUL INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, near Wabash Sin. TeL 3261- 
3740 Wwdio Serves 930am Sundays 

USA 

If you would a free Btote couse by mat 

pease contact L'EGUSE da OffOST. P a. 
Box 513. Stauimn. Indi a na 47B81 U.SA 

ZUfUCH-SWlTZERLAND 

ENGUSt+SPEAKMG CATHOLIC MS- 
SON: St Arton Church. MnervastraOe 
63. near Kreuzplatz. 5ennces conducted 
to English. Sunday Mass: 830 ant 

1 1 30 am. Services held si foe crypt ct a. 
Anon Church. 


THE EPISCOPAL CHURCHES 
OF EUROPE (Angficonj 


PARIS and SUBURBS 

TVE AMERICAN CATHEDRAL OF THE 
HOLY 7TONTTY. StnSSMtm. 10:45 
a.m. Sunday School far children and 
'Nursery care. Third Sunday 5 p.m. 
Evensong. 23. avenue George V, 
Paris 75008. TeL-33h 4720 1792-Metnr 
George V or Afena Marceau 
FLORENCE 

ST. JAMES’ CHURCH Sun. 9 am Riel 
S 1 1 am. R*e II. Via Bernardo Rucefiai 9. 
5012a Bomnca Italy. Tel. 3955 29 44 
17. 

FRANKFURT 

CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING 
(Episcopal/Anglican) Sun. Holy 
Ccmmuicn 9 8. n am. Sunday School 
and Nt ssety 10.45 am. Sebastian Rftz 
Sl 22. 60323 Frankfurt Germany, LM, 2, 
3 HAquaFAfee. Tel: 4&69 55 01 84. 
GENEVA 

EMMANUEL CHURCH. 1st & 3rd Sim. 
10 am. Eucharist 2nd & 4th &n Morning 
Prayer. 3 rue de Morthoux, 1201 Geneva, 
Swfiwfand. Tel: 41/22 832 00 78. 

MUNICH 

THE CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION, 
Sun. 1 1 :45 a.m. Holy Eucharist and 
Sunday School. Nursery Care prodded. 
Seybothstrasse 4. B1545 Munich 
(Halachlng). Germany. TeL 4OT9 64 81 
85. 

ROME 

ST. PAUL'S WITVIIN-THE-WALLS. Sun. 
830am Hcfy Eucharist Hte 1: 1030am 
Choral Eucharist Rite II: 10:30 a.m. 
Churth School tar cfattan & Nixsery care 
provded 1pm. Spanish Eucharist Via 
Napcft 58. 00184 Rome. TeL: 395488 
3339 or 395 474 3569. 

BRUSSELS/WATERLOO 
ALL SAINTS' CHURCH. 1st Sun. 9 & 
11:15 am Holy Euhantf wth CWdrarfs 
Chapel at 1 1:15. Al other Smctays 11:15 
am. Holy Eucharei and Swday School 
563 Chaussde de Louvain. Ohaln, 
Belgium. Tel 32S 384-3556. 

WIESBADEN 

THE CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE OF 
CANTERBURY, Sun. 10 a.m. Family 
Eucharist. Frankfurter Strasse 3. 
Wiesbaden, Germany. Tel.: 
4961130.68.74. 


EUROPEAN 

BAPTIST CONVBfTION 


BERLIN 

LB.C.. BERLIN. Rothenburg Sir. 13. 
(Stertitz). Blbto study 10.45. worefap at 
12.00 each Smday. James Hefln. pastor. 
TeL 030-77*4670. 

BONN/KOiN 

LB.C. OF BONNKdLN. Rhanau Strasse 
9. Kfito. WaSto ICO pm. Calvin Hogue. 
Pador TeL (02236)47021. 

BREMEN 


Hohentohestrasse 
(around the comer from the Bahnfof) 
smday twr^p 1 7:00. Pastor Steve Sfigh, 
Tel 04791-12877. 

BUCHAREST 

LB.C.. Sirada Papa Rusu 22 3 00 p.m. 
Contact Pastor Mice Kenner. Tel 3123860 


BUDAPEST 

meets in Morics Zsigmortd 
Glmnazium, Torokvasz ut 48-54, 
Srndays. 100) Coffee Fetowsh®, 1030 
Tate Bus 11 tram Batttwany ter. 
Other meatags, cat Pastor Bob, 

Tel: 

BULGARIA 

LaO. World Trade Carter. 36. Drahan 
Tzankov Btvd Worstvp 110). James 
DU®, Pastor. TeL 669 666 

CELLE/HAN MOVER 

IAC. WkidmiAn Sbaase 45. CeBe 1300 
Wcnh©. 1400 BUe Study. 

Wteor-Ftv (05141) 46416. 

EINDHOVEN 

ENGLISH-LANGUAGE SERVICES. 
Sul 1030 am 6 pm (Sun. School i930 
am.) GeestaMcer 548. Enctuven. Info 
040-542231/838965. 

FRANKFURT 

INTERNA 770NAL CHRISTIAN FEL- 
LOWSHIP EvangeDsch-Freckirchliche 
Gemerta, Sodenerstr. 1 i-ia 63150 Bad 
Horn burg. A fnendiy, Chnst-centerect 
church serving the English-speaking 
community in the north Frankfurt and 
Taunus areas. Al are welcome. Sunday 
Worehp, SS. + Nusery 0945. MOvwefc 
Housegroups, Women's Fellowships. 
Youth Ministry and Men's Prayer 
Breakfast. Pastor M.P. Levey. CaS 06173- 
62728. E-Mail: 100024.5110 compu 
servepom 

BETHEL I.B.C. Am Dachsberg 92. 
Frartfut aM Smday worehp 1 1 :00 am 
and 600 pm. Dr. Thomas W. 141. pastor. 
TeL: 069-548559. 

HOLLAND 

TRMTY MTERNATIONAL irwftes you to 
a Christ centered, loving fellowship. 
Worship Services 9tf0 am and 1030 
am. with nursery Btoemcamplaan 54. 
Wassenaar 070-517-8024. 

KIEV 

IRC. Englsh Laipage Service. 10330 a 
3-a Taistoga Sir. (Metro same). Pastor 
Buddy Barnett, ph. 269814a 

LISBON 

I.B.C. Second Floor ot Third Baptist 
Church. Rua Fillpe Foique 36. 1 9:30 
touts, Pastor Stave Fiord, TeL 418-51 36 

MOSCOW 

LB£. Meeting 1 100: Wno Cemar BuMng 
15 DruzDruznrvdcmskaya UL 5th Roar. 
Hal 6 Metro Station Bamadnaya Pastor 
Don Doe', Tel.: (095) 97! 3568. 

MUNICH 

LB.C. Holzstr. 9 English Language 
Services. BfoJe study 15:45. Worship 
Sendee 173X1 Pastor's phone: (089) 690 
8534 

NICE - FRANCE 

I.B.C. 13 me Vernier, EngSsh service. 
Suxtay everrog 1800. pascr Ray Mer - 
TeL: (093) 320 596 

PRAGUE 

INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST FEL- 
LOWSHIP meets at me Czech Baptist 
Church V mohr a dska » 68. Prague 3. At 
metro stop JHne Podebrad Sunday am 
11:00 Pastor Al major. Tel.: (02) 311 
7974. 


WATERLOO 

WATERLOO BAPTIST FELLOWS UP 
Worship 1400 at Swedish Church, 
Chaussse de Charleroi 2 across from 
McOoratds. TeL 005 225076. 

ZURICH - SWITZERLAND 

LB.C cl wadenswi (Ztkkh). Ro sts foergstt. 
4. 8820 Wadenswifl, Worship Services 
Sunday mornings 1 1 DO. TeL 1 -481 001 8. 


ASSOC OF wn 
CHURCHES 


BERLIN 

AMERICAN CHURCH IN BERUN, cor. 
ot Cby Aflee S Pblsdamer Sir, SS. 930 
am. Worsen am TeL 03081 32021. 

COPENHAGEN 

INTERNATIONAL CHURCH of 
Copenhagen, 27 Favemada Vatov. neat 
Rfchs Sudy I0ri5 & Worth* 1130. TeL- 
31624785. 

FRANKFURT 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

Alee 54 (Across from Burger 
0, worship il am ueChDd care. 
TeL (068) 599478 or 512S2. 

GENEVA 

EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH ot Geneva. 
20 rue Verdana Sunday wotshfa 930. n 
German 11:00 in English. Tel: (022) 
3103069. 

JERUSALEM 

LUTHERAN CHURCH at the Redeemer. 
Old City. Munson Rd. Englsh worship Sut 
9 am. Alare wefcoma TeL (02) 2B1-049. 

LUZERN 

WTL CHURCH, ENGLISH SPEAIGNG. 
Interdenominational, Sundays 11 am 
zatvngerttr 7. Tel (041) 420426 

PARIS 

AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS. 

Worship J J£0 am. 65, Qua! cTOrsay. 
Pans 7. Bus 63 ai door. Metro Alma- 
Marceaucr 


VIENNA 

VIENNA COMMUNITY CHURCH. 
Sunday worship in Englsh 11:30 AJA, 
Smday school, nusery. Irt emaiona L aB 
denomnaScns wetooma Doratheergasse 
m Verna i. 

ZURICH 

INTERNATIONAL PROTESTANT 
CHURCH English speaking, worship 
service. Sunday School a Nursery, 
Srndays 1 130 am, Scharcsngasse 25. 
TeL (01) 2625525. 


SYNAGOGUES 
I IN EUROPE 


BRUSSELS 

SYNAGOGUE BETH HILLEL. 
Communaule Israelite Liberate de 
Bekpjja Avenue de Kerabeek. 96 1190 
Ousels. Rabbi Abed Dahan. TaL 32-2- 
3322S2B. Fax. 32-2-375.72.19. 


Maccanico 



changes in Turkey’s secular- 
ist structure. 

Turkey has been virtually 
rudderless since Mrs. Ciller's 
right-left coalition collapsed 
on Sept 20 and led to in- 
conclusive elections in 
December, in which the Is- 
lamists came first but failed to 
find coalition partners. 

Mis. Ciller has presided as 
caretaker as Turkey faced a 
series of troubles — the latest 
a stand-off with Greece over a 
lonely pile of rocks in the 
Aegean off Turkey’s south- 
western coast. Both countries 
withdrew on Wednesday. 

(AP. Reuters) 


U.K. Seat 
Retained 
By Labor 

Agence France-Presse 

HEMSWORTH, England 
— The opposition Labor 
Party easily won a by-dec - 
tion held in this northern Eng- 
lish mining town with nearly 
70 percent of the overall vote, 
reducing Prime Minister John 
Major’s majority in Parlia- 
ment to just four votes. 

Jon Trickett took the seat 
— left vacant by the death last 
year of the Labor member, 
Derek Enright — with 15,817 
votes, a majority of 13,875 
over the Tories, who came 
second with 1,942 votes in a 
turnout of 39.5 percent, of- 
ficial results showed. 

Mr. Enright had had a ma- 
jority of 22,075 votes afterthe 
1992 general election, when 
about twice as many voters 
went to the polls. 

The Liberal Democrats 
trailed in third place with 
1 ,5 16, beating the new break- 
away Socialist Labor Party’s 
candidate by just 323 votes. 

A jubilant Mr. Trickett said 
after die results were an- 
nounced that “the people of 
Hemswoith have given a very 
clear message tonight.” 

"Hems worth now stands 
totally behind Tony Blair's 
drive to modernize Britain.” 
he added. “Hemsworth has 
tonight spoken for the na- 
tion.” Mr. Blair is the leader 
of the Labor Party. 

The deputy Labor leader, 
John Prescott, said that "des- 
pite 10 candidates in the 
field,” Labor still got “a big- 
ger share of the vote" than in 
the 1992 general election. 

The Labor Parry brought 
its big guns to this West York- 
shire town earlier in the week, 
where an otherwise mundane 
by-election — with Labor the 
odds -on favorite to win — 
shaped up as a litmus test of 
the main opposition party's 
menle under fire. 


A Cabinet 
For Italy 

Cyrpded by Omr Si&Fnm DajXadxi 

ROME — The prime min- 
ister-designate, Antonio Mac- 
canico, began efforts Friday to 
farm a government to oversee 
reforms to stabilize the Kalian 
political system. 

Mr. Maccanico, a discreet 
political insider with expertise 
m institutional reforms, met 
with party leaders through the 
morning. Politicians leaving 
the talks said Mr. Maccanico 
was expected to work through 
the weekend on a proposed 

program. 

After Mr. Maccanico, 71, 
comes up with a cabinet list. 
Parliament must vote its ap- 


President Oscar Luigi Scal- 
faro’s selection Thursday of 
Mr. Maccanico ended three 
weeks of a political logjam that 
followed the expected resig- 
nation of Prime Minister Lam- 
berto Dini, who stepped down 
Jan. 11. saying his limited 
mandat e had been completed. 

If Mr. Maccanico succeeds 
in forming a government — by 
□o means a given — it would 
by Italy's 55th since the end of 
World WarD. 

Mr. Maccanico’ s chances 
of success have been aided by 
signs of consensus between 
the rival center-right and cen- 
ter-left blocs on the need for 
Parliament to revise the Italian 
Constitution radically to 
achieve the political stability 
that has eluded the country. 

They are now working to- 
ward a compromise deal to 
introduce a modified French- 
style presidential system to 
give Italy efficient and durable 
government, but few of the 
key players believe agreement 
will be simple to secure. 

For Mr. Maccanico to suc- 
ceed. the rivals will also have 
to overcome deep differences 
on die economy, including on 
the shape of what is likely to be 
a tough budget for 1997 to 
allow Italy to meet the con- 
ditions for joining a angle 
European currency. 

“Maccanico knows full 
well that to govern with a 
broad coalition is more dif- 
ficult that to lead a simple ma- 
jority,” a commentator, Mar- 
cello Sorgi, wrote in La 
Stamps newspaper. 

The emerging compromise 
on reform, whidi would take 
1 8 to 24 months fat Parliament 
to enact, came about after 
deadlock on the blocs' own 
proposals, which 


to plunge Italy into 
a general election three years 
ahead of schedule. 

(AP. Reuters) 



. Bmi Da pp ap vT BgiMn 

Mr. Kohl receiving an honorary doctorate Friday. 

Kohl Calls for EU Harmony 

LEUVEN, Belgium — Chancellor Helmut Kohl of 
Germany warned Friday that unless there was greater 
harmony in the European Union, it risked taking a huge 
step backward. 

"If the driv e to co ntin ue unificati on falters then it will not 
just be a standstill but a reverse,” 5*. Kohl said as he 
received an honorary doctorate from the Catholic Uni- 
versity of Leuven. ' 

“If we are thrown back now on the way to Europe it 
would ralrg substantially longer than one generafionuniil 
we get such a chance again,” be said. (Reuters) 

British Party Leader Is Target 

YEOVIL, England — A car owned by the leader of die 
Liberal Democrat parly was destroyedby fire Friday, and 
the police say they are looking for two suspected ar- 
sonists. No one was hurt in the attack. 

• A party official said she suspected that the attack, and 

tvro others against the party leader, Paddy Ashdown, were 

linke d to his investigation of racial tension in die town. 

The attacks came after Mr. Ashdown, whose party has 
25 seats in the 651 -member House of Commons, started 
investigating attacks an an Indian restaurant near the 
party headquarters in Yeovil, 130 miles (210 kilometers) 
west of London. (AP) 

‘Sex Tour’ Bill Clears Hurdle 

LONDON — A Inll that would ban the organization of 
"sex tours,” in whidi Britons visit child prostitutes in 
foreign countries, cleared a crucial hurdle Friday, winning 
unanimous hac king after a debate in die House of Com- 
mons ‘ 

"This bill will not eradicate sex tourism,” said its 
sponsor. John Marshall, a Conservative. "But it will be a 
valuable addition in the battle- against this evil trade.”. 

Hie bill win now be studied by a pariiamentaiy com- 
mhtee and then go before both houses of PariLamentfora 
final vote. (Reuters) 

Debate (her Austrian Grave 

VIENNA — Expats continued their dispute Friday 
over a mass grave found near a former concentration 
camp in Austria. 

An Israeli forensic expert, Shalom Fried, argues that the 
human remains dug out of frozen soil in northern Austria 
belong to Jews who died in a Nazi concentration camp, 
while a German specialist, Herat Littmaan, says the skull 
shapes and teeth of the 15bodiesunearthedsofarshowthe 
dead were German soldiers who probably died of typhoid 
in a nearby U.S. prisoner of war camp. 

But the chief doctor at the institute of forensic medicine 
examining the r emains faulted Mr. Littmarm's analysis, 
saying it was not scientifically-based and did not accord 
with fee bones inspected so far. (Reuters) 

2 Germans Arrested in Brazil 

BRASILIA — Two German students are in jail in 
northeastern Brazil after being arrested on a remote estate 
at the center of a land dispute, a judge said on Friday. 

Selma Donkel, 19. and Cristina SeidL 21, were arrested 
Wednesday with four land rights activists and afarmerfor 
trespassing on the estate near Souza, m Paraiba state. 
Judge Wilson Bezerra said. 

The Reverend Anastacio Ribeiro, a. priest with the 
Roman Catholic Church’s Pastoral Land Commission in 
Paraiba, said the group had been arrested while visiting an 
encampment of about 250 landless families seeking to 
settle on the unused estate. (Reuters) 


TRAVEL UPDATE 


German- U.S, Air Accord 

BONN (AP) — Germany said Friday that it 
had reached an agreement in principle with 
tiie United States on lifting restrictions on 
airlines serving the two countries. 

But Germany also said it would not sign a 
new aviation treaty unless Lu fthans a and 
United Airlines, which have had a passenger- 
sharing partnership since 1994, are granted 
immunity from U.5. antitrust laws. 

The framework of an “open skies” accord 
between the United States and Germany was 
unveiled in Bonn by Transportation Minister 
Matthias Wissmann. 

He said U.S. and German negotiators had 
been working since last summer to hammer 
out derails of a treaty to replace a 1955 accord, 
based on U.S. postwar occupation rights, 
which Germany views as unfair. He said that 
an open skies agreement would help United 
and Lufthansa broaden iheir alliance, and that 
immunity would “guarantee” their devel- 
opment. 

Singapore Airlines Grows 

SINGAPORE (AFP) — Singapore Airlines 
said Friday that it would increase flights to 
destinations around the world in an effort to 
increase market share. 

Singapore Airlines' managing director, 
Cheong Choong Kong, said that the aviation 
industry had turned the comer from the re- 
cession of the early 1990s and that air traffic 
forecasts predicted further growth, especially 
in the Asian-Pacific region. He .said the region 
would have 200 million passengers a year by 


2000, up fiom'l 12 million travelers in 1993. 

The Singapore Airlines network now in- 
cludes 77 cities in 42 countries. Passenger 
flight frequencies have increased from 422 
weekly roundtrip services in February 1994 to 
504 now. 

Australian Visas Backed 

SYDNEY (AFP) -r— A parliamentary panel 
Friday rejected tourism industry calls for vis- 
itors to be allowed into Australia without 
visas, instead suggesting that more care was 
needed to keep criminals out. 

Australia requires all visitors to obtain a 
visa before arrival, which tourism organiz- 
ations say deters many vacationers and costs 
them billions of dollars in lost revenue. But 
the panel said that there was no evidence that 
the visa requirements hurt legitimate tourism. 
More than 3 million people visited Australia 
in 1994, the latest year for which figures are 
available. 

• Heavy snowfall paralyzed transport in 
Japan on Friday ami forecasters predicted 
more snow over the weekend. The snow im- 
peded train and domestic air travel: (AFP) 

Officials at the Louvre in Paris -said a 
Sunday of free admission in January to the 
art museum drew 25400 people, compared 
with 14,000 on a normal Sunday. The prac- 
tice, which saves visitor* as much as 40 francs 
($8) each, will continue on- the first Sunday of 
every month; die next free day is this 
Sunday. ‘ - - : : (AFP) 
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to Dole Camp Lands Clinton Aide in Hot Witter 


By Ann Devroy 

Washmgum Post S^. 


toppoiS^Ste^cT Bill Clinton'S 

* tji » 

gsassjass; 

wiWiraJi 10 ^visers totfte Re- 

pubiican.presdeadal from-ranner.E^ck Morris, 


a Clinton strategist, said that Mr. Dole should 
seek a budget deal with or without the support of 
fellow Republicans. He sent the memo to the 
Dole campaign on Jan. 25, two days after Mr. 
Clinton's well-received State of the Union ad- 
. dress and Mr. Dole's much criticized response. 

Mr Monis wrote in his memo, “Dole cannot 
win in either New Hampshire or Iowa UNLESS 
there is a budget deal." He then cited polling he 
raid showed great political gain by Mr. Doleifhe 
made a deal with Mr. Clinton. 

Scott Reed, Mr. Dole’s campaign manager, 
said the overture from Mr. Morris was “im- 


mediately rejected" and not even brought up 
with Mr. Dole. He called it a “cynical attempt to 
blackmail us into a deal regardless of prin- 
ciple." 

The White House press secretary. Michael 
McCurry, said that Mr. Morris sent the memo 
without Mr. Clinton's approval and he described 
the president as “disappointed and angry" when 
he found out. 

“The president categorically did not know 
that Morris was going to share polling results 
outside the campaign," the press secretary ad- 
ded. "He did not authorize it and he did not 


think much of it when he heard about it" 

After a Clinton staff member heard rumors 
about the memo, Mr. Clinton called Mr. Morris 
twice this week to complain and to insist that it 
not happen again. 

“No one bats a thousand,' ’ Mr. McCurry said 
of Mr. Morris, a veteran political consultant 
“But this was a rookie mistake." 

Mr. Morris said in a telephone interview 
Thursday that he was only trying to help Mr. 
Clinton get what he -wants — a balanced budget 
deal — but that he made a mistake. 

“The president chewed me exit in several 


conversations." he said. But be added that if 
staffs of the Write House and Congress can have 
such conversations, political advisers in dif- 
ferent camps ought to be able to do the same. 

This is the second case of Mr. Moms directly 
seeking to influence the campaigns of other 
potential or announced candidates. Last Oc- 
tober, Gordon Black, a consultant to Ross Perot, 
said Mr. Morris bad called him offering help to 
get Mr. Perot's new political party on the ballot 
in California, Mr. Morris agreed that they had a 
conversation but denied Mr- Black's interpret- 
ation. 



Health-Care Bill 


By Robert Pear 

- New York Times Service 

WASHINGTON — The 
health insurance industry, 
which helped kill President 
Bill Clinton’s ambitious 
health care proposal in 1994, 
has now objected to a pro- 
vision of a much more mod- 
est bipartisan bill to guar- 
antee coverage for people 
leaving employer-sponsored 
health plans. 

Mr. Clinton endorsed the 
bill in his State of the Union 
message last 'week, and it 
was approved unanimou sly 
in August by a Senate com- 
mittee. Bat the bill, drafted 
by Senator Nancy L. Kasse- 
baum. Republican of Kan- 
sas. and Edward Kennedy, 
Democrat of Massachusetts, 
has not been called up for 
debate on the Senate floor, 
apparently because several 
senators have registered in- 
formal objections. 

Since the demise of Mr. 
Clinton's proposal, advoc- 
ates of universal health in- 
surance coverage have de- 
cided to pursue their goal 
through small steps and in- 
cremental measures like 
Mrs. Kassebamn's. In the 
last Congress, she said, there 
was “broad bipartisan 
agreement" on such propos- 
als. 

Mis. Kassebanm said her 
bill would help millions of 
Americans who lose health 
insurance when they change 
jobs, and she said it would 
not impose new costs on em- 
ployers or the government. 

The bill would limit the 
ability of insurers arid em- 


ployers to deny coverage to 
people because of prior ill- 
ness or disability. 

But Bill Gradison, pres- 
ident of the Health Insurance. 
Association of America, said 
insurers strenuously objec- 
ted to one provision of the 
bill: a requirement that com- 
panies selling individual 
health insurance must offer 
such policies to people los- 
ing group health coverage. 

' Mr. Gradison said this 
provision “could trigger a 
meltdown of the individual 
insurance market on which 
10 million Americans rely." 
A better way to provide cov- 
erage for these people, be 
said, is through state insur- 
ance pools, which offer cov- 
erage for people unable to 
obtain it from other sources. 

About half the states have 
established such pools. 
Many are financed with spe- 
cial assessments on in- 
surers. 

A well-connected health 
care lobbyist, speaking on 
the condition of anonymity, 
stud that Mr. Clinton's en- 
dorsement could be a “kiss 
of death" for the bill because 
Republicans did not want to 
jpve him a. political victory 
m an election year. 

Mr. Gradison said that the 
effect of Mrs. Kassebaum’s 
proposal would be “to raise 
premiums by 10 percent to 
30 percent for popple who 
already have individual cov- 
erage." 

Mis. Kassebaum rejected 
his estimate. She said die in- 
crease in individual premi- 
ums would be do more than 2 
to3percenL 
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BAD NEWS PHIL — Punxsutawney Phil braving the crowds Friday after 
emerging from his lair in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, on Groundhog Day. 
Phi] cast a shadow, so legend has it that winter has six more weeks to run. 


Away From Politics 


• Passenger vehicles with anti-lock 

brakes have fewer accidents than those 
without them, according to a study by auto 
manufacturers aimed at skeptics in gov- 
ernment and insurance companies, one of 
which has withdrawn its discount for cars 
equipped with the systems. (AP) 

• Sexism still thrives at American law 

schools even though nearly half of their 
students are women, a panel at the Amer- 
ican Bar Association reported. "Women 
continue to encounter significant barriers 
which prohibit their full and equal par- 
ticipation in law school," the ABA’s Com- 
mission cm Women in the Profession con- 
cluded. (AP) 


• A 3-week-old boy in South Bend, In- 

diana, died of salmonella poisoning that 
might have been contracted from his fam- 
ily's pet iguana, and health officials warned 
that other reptile owners could be at risk. 
While the story of Gaige Becker sounds 
unusual. U.S. health officials have seen an 
increase in unusual strains of salmonella as 
the popularity of pet reptiles — especially 
iguanas — grows. At least 90 percent of the 
reptiles cany some strain of the intestinal 
bacteria. (AP) 

• A landmark apartment house in Santa 

Monica, California, known in its heyday as 
die Grand Hotel — and more recently as a 
flophouse for the homeless — was gutted by 
fire. No one was injured in the blaze that 
swept through the 178-unit Sea Castle Apart- 
ments and its cause was unknown. (API 


An Upheaval in California? 

Right Works to Reshape Trend-Setting State 


By Kenneth B. Noble 

New York Times Service 


LOS ANGELES — Barely a month after 
Republicans gained control of the state As- 
sembly . party leaders have begun to push 
through an ambitious hard-right social 
agenda, bringing the possibility of profound 
change to California. 

This week the Assembly, beginning action 
on what the Republicans call their “Contract 
With California,” approved a bill that would 
allow police and sheriffs departments to is- 
sue concealed-weapons permits to almost 
anyone, and one that would put a two-year 
limit on welfare payments to able-bodied 
adults. Another would allow the continued 
use of methyl bromide, a highly toxic in- 
secticide used by farmers. 

And in one of die more far-reaching measures, 
h voted to slash die corporate tax rale by about 20 
percent, from 93 percent to IS percent. 

Whether any of the proposals will ever make 
their way into law, however, is not clear. 

The 40- member state Senate is still con- 
trolled by Democrats, many of whom fer- 
vently oppose the conservative agenda, and 
die Republicans there are not counting on 
much support from their colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle. 

“We’re now in the macho stage of kooky 
ideas, where all of the pent-up energy over the 
years is pouring out,’ ’ Bill Lockyer, president 
pro tem of the Senate and its most powerful 
Democrat, said to reporters this week. 

Eventually, be said, die “extremists" will 
“settle down and try to get some constructive 
bipartisan proposals in progress rather than just 
their right-wing social and economic agenda." 

Still, if, as the clichd goes, California leads 
the nation in trends, the conservative Re- 
publican surge here could prove enormously 
influential, especially given expectations that 
state governments, rather than the federal 
government, will take the lead in setting so- 
cial policy. 

California is the largest of the 17 states 
where one or both legislative chambers have 
switched from Democratic to Republican 
control since 1994. 

For their part, Republican leaders in die 


Assembly are almost giddy over their ac- 
complishments so far. 

“It’s been a joy.” Larry Bowler of Elk 
Grove said. “To finally matter is just ex- 
hilarating. We've got 25 years of destruction 
we're trying to correct as quickly as we can." 

Mr. Bowler's remark was a not-so-subtle 
dig at Willie L. Brown Jr., the former speaker 
of the Assembly who, with almost contemp- 
tuous magnanimity, regularly outman- 
euvered his Republican opponents. 

Indeed, during Mr. Brown’s long reign in 
Sacramento, it would have been virtually un- 
thinkable for most of these Republican pro- 
posals to have reached the Assembly floor. 

But all of that changed when Mr. Brown 
was sworn in earlier this month as mayor of 
San Francisco after being forced by Cali- 
fornia's new term-limits law to leave the 
Assembly after 30 years as a member, the last 
14 as its speaker. 

The redoubtable Mr. Brown, an ardent 
advocate for liberal causes, was replaced by 
Curt Pringle, a 36-year-old former drapery 
salesman from Orange County, a citadel of 
Republican conservatism. He is the first 
speaker in 25 years elected with the majority 
support of Republicans, who bold 41 seats in 
the 80-member Assembly. 

But while Mr. Brown's retirement has cer- 
tainly energized the Republicans, it is not the 


only locomotive driving the new agenda. 

Perhaps of more profound impact, political 
analysts said, are the term limits. The le- 


gislature is now stocked with short-termers, 
who are much more inclined than their pre- 
decessors to go with the flow when faced with 
a public clamoring for tax relief and get-tough 
measures against crime. 

“What’s going on in the Assembly now is 
a miniature version of wbat went on in Con- 
gress after the ’94 elections." said Bruce 
Cain, associate director of the Institute for 
Government Studies at die University of Cali- 
fornia at Berkeley. 

"In previous years,” he said, “extreme 
bills have been stopped in the legislative 
process. But if die Republicans get complete 
control of the Assembly, the Senate and the 
governorship, then these bills could be a taste 
of the future." 
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Congress’s Testy Reaction to Chirac 


By Thomas W. Lippnxan 
and John E. Yang 

Washington Post Service 

WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac _ of 
France, on Iris first state visit, 
to Washington, encountered 
some empty seats as he ad- 
dressed a joint meeting of 
Congress; his appearance was 
boycotted by some who ob- 
jected to France’s nuclear 
testing policy. 


But lie shrugged off the 
protest Thursday and went on 
to talks with President Bin 
Clin ton, in which the two 
leaders said' they saw eye to 
eye on such issues as the fu- 
ture of the North Atlantic 
Treaiy Organization, the im- 
portance of aid to developing 
countries and die need to offer 
assistance to struggling coun- 
tries in Africa. 

“There is fundamental 
agreement between us on 


political c T t s 


Clinton May Get Day in Court 

WASHINGTON — One of President Bill Clinton's 
former Whitewater partners has asked a federal judge to 
compel Mr. Clinton to testify, as a defense witness at her 
coining fraud trial- „ ’ .... 

If the request is granted bya federal judge xn Little 
Rock. Arkansas, Mr. Clinton could be forced to testify 
just as his presidential campaign swings into high gear. 

The fraud trial of James and Susan McDougsd, the 
Clintons’ business partners in the Whitewater land venture, 
and Governor Jim Guy Tucker of Arkansas is set to bagjn in 
federal court March 4. On Thursday, Bobby R- M cDanie l, 
one of Mrs. McDoagal’s lawyers, requested die subpoena. 

Asked to comment. Mr. Clinton said, ‘ I can t com- 
ment on it because I don’t know what the fee ts are.” 

presidents Jimmy Carter and Gerald R. Ford both 
provided videotaped testimony in criminal trials con- 
cerning matters unrelated to their actions as president. 
President Ronald Reagan gave a vitteoraped I deposition in 
the Iran-Contra prosecution of John M. Pomdexte^a 
former national security adviser. (NYT) 

To Chirac, a Presidential Gift 

WASHINGTON — An exchange ofpresents is a 
matter of routine during sate wars, Clin- 

ton's gift to President Jacques Chirac of F rance Wife me 
aura ofhigh technology. He gave hun a teleprompter 

WhiteHouse staff mcmberssaid tot whcnMn^tm 
addressed the French Parliament last year after attend®® 
Ss in Notmandy on *e 50th anrov«rajr °f > 
startled to see him Speak wrfhout notes. 

lut he actually read the speech tom the nexwo- 

National Assembly. }.* . 

l ]So Free Candy,’ Perot Says 

n pc MOINES — With the Iowa caunisesjustover a 
Mkaway Ross ’ Perot criticized both Mr. Clinton and 
r-rtn press! onal leaders in a speech to. the 


Perot said Thursday that Mr. Clinton • ‘never had a 
Mr. two budget" when in 1993 the president 

i^H^RepuHieans. Vfree candy” just before 
'^L ^Rut vou and I,” Mr. Perot said, ”are both 
goingm'ie* tbemknow there is nofree candy," (WPy 

Quote /Unquote 

c«,ior Richard G. Lugar, nn^ig forlhe Republican 
SenatOT ^ tsOirmo-with voters' inlowaabout 


Presidential nomination. «»ut 

prcsiiKDU" , a hobby farm, We make money 

h* Uukana ftroi- ^ • (NTT) 


ever y year. 


most of the subjects we talked 
about,” Mr. Chirac said. 

The same could . not be said 
about Congress, where Mr. 
Chirac— -the first French pres- 
ident to make a state visit here 
in 12 years — found some 
seats empty and others filled 
by pages and staff members 
ml mg in for members who de- 
clined to hear his speech. 

Some members had left 
Washington to campaign or 
visit their home districts, con- 
gressional aides said. Some 
stayed away because they 
knew Mr. Chirac was going to 
urge them to spend more on 
foreijm aid. But most of the 
missing were boycotting be- 
cause of France's recent nuc- 
lear tests in the South Pacific 
— tests that Mr. Chirac has 
said will be France's last ' 
Leaders of congressional 
Asian-Pacific, Black and His- 
panic caucuses and of the Pro- 
gressive Caucus, a group of 
liberal House Democrats, or- 
ganized the boycott. 

The lawmakers objected 
that Mr. Chirac was allowed 
to * ‘use the revered, respected 
forum to come forth and ex- 
press the views of his 
lie," said Representative 
iy T. Mink, Democrat of 


Hawaii, who sponsored the 
boycott. “That offends the 
dignity and integrity of the 
House of Representatives." 

Some lawmakers said they 
were particularly offended by 
Mr. Chirac’s embrace of a pro- 
posed, U-S.-sponsored treaty 
banning tests once France's 
own tests were completed. 

"We return the insult with 
an insult of our own." said 
Eleanor Holmes Norton. 
Democrat representing the 
District of Columbia. 

The House speaker. Newt 
Gingrich, Republican of 
Georgia, said Mr. Chirac's 
embrace of the test ban treaty 
made it hard for him to un- 
derstand why anyone would 
want to boycott the French 
president's speech. "The 
very people who were mad at 
him should have been here 
applauding him," he said. 

In his meeting with Mr. 
Clinton, Mr. Chirac said 
nothing about the boycott and 
gave no indication he was 
aware of it, officials said. At 
the joint news conference, he 
seemed determined to avoid 
sour notes and observed that 
be had “no intention of in- 
jecting myself into American 
politics.” 
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Play GERMAN LOTTO for your Chance to Win MILLIONS 

US$ 8.8 BILLION 

(That’s 3.9 Billion DM in Bard German Currency) 



e LOTTO is the No. 1 Game in Germany, and 
one of (he largest Lotteries in the world paying out 
nearly U5S3 Billion this year. It’s controlled and 
administered by the Government of die Federal 
Republic of Germany. 

e You now have a chance to win one of the 
MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR CASH PRIZES 
paid out every week in hard German 
Deutschemarks. 

•' You can Eve anywhere in the worid to enter. You 
don't have to be a German citizen anymore to play 
German LOTTO. 

•Ttisyearnearty USS3 BiDionDdlarafmGeiman 
Deutscberaaiks) win be paid to these who pick out 
the winning numben correctly in any oneoftbel 
Ito$evfflLagek. 

• With hist a small investmen tvou toocan become 
an lnsmt Millionaire . AH you have to do is select 
6 NUMBERS correctly, playing from One to Ten 
Games. 

This year, at least 364 new people wiD 
become Instant MiUkmairES through winning 
GERMAN LOTTO.Many thousands of others 
will win prizes of 500,000 DM and more. 

Introductory Offer to New Overseas 
Subscribers Outside Germany: 
PLAY UP TO 5 WEEKS FREE! 

■ Play for 18 weeks a nd get an extra 2 
COMPLETELY FREE for each 
l you play. Play for 36 weeks , and you 
get an extra 5 weeks COMPLETELY FREE. 


Jackpots of US$20 Million Extra 

Remember, every week (on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays) a prize pool of 
over USS57.000.000 is paid out in cash. If m 
one wins die First Prize, the full amount is 
carried forward to the next Draw so you get a 
chance to win as much as an extra 
USS20.000.000 from the Jackpot payment. 

When you tick the Automatic 
Renewal box below and charge your credit 
card, you'll be sure not to miss out on any 
large Draws or Jackpots. 

How You Know When Yon’ve Won. 

When your Entry Form is received, you'll 
be nished an ENTRY CONFIRMATION 
CERTIFICATE confirming the numbers 
you've selected, the number of GAMES you'll 
play, the period of your subscription and the date 
of your first Draw. Y our numbers will be 
entered in 3 LOTTO DRAWS per week. 

Hotline Tells You How You're Doing 

Every 5 weeks you'll be sent a list of 
Winning Numbers. (If you can’t wail to know, 
ring the Hotline Number you'll be sent). You'll 
be notified when you win. and asked to slate 
how you want your winnings paid and where. 
Every 5 weeks you'll receive a SUBSCRIP- 
TION RESULTS STATEMENT showing 
exactly how you're doing. 


FREE Onsets to Win an Extra I>M 25,000 
For every USS! 00 you invcsiiaGcnnan Lotto, you. 
'gel 5 Government “INSTANT SCRATCH " TicLeu c 
FREE. For every U5S200 you invest, you gel It 
^ INSTANT SCRATCH" Ticket* FREE - and m on. 

Each Ticket can win you a cash prize of op i 
'DM25.000. Yoo sirmriy scratch where radicated - for' 

» many dunces to WIN INSTANTLY. 

Here’s Exactly How to Play German Lotto: 
Take a pen and mark 6 numbers with a cross (X 1 
out of 49 numbers on each GAME you wish to play. 
The GAMES are shown below o tube ENTR Y FORM, 
and you can play up to 1 0G AMES at once. Tick one 
of the boxes ai bottom left indicating the number of 
GAMES you want lo play. 

The more GAMES you play - the greater your 
chances of winning. When the numbers you Ve selected 
match the winning numben in any one Draw YOU 
BECOME AN INSTANT MILLIONAIRE. 

If you have 3,4 or 5 of the winning numbers 
correct, you win one of thousands of other cadi 


Just complete (be Entry Form below in full 
and return it to tMnternational Subscription Processing 
Centre by FAX or MAI Las follows: 

overseas subscriber agents 

International Subscription Processing 
Centre Nieuwezijds Voorburgwal 86 
1012 SE Amsterdam, Netherlands 
For Fastest Entry: Fax (31) 20-6383171 


MOftEY BACK GUARANTEED far 

compfeMy satisfied with the sc 
carnal your sr*ea?totfon at any Arm 
refund on tha unexplnid portion. 


«, you’re free fa 
and raedM atufl 


To participate in GERMAN LOTTO, 
please complete this ENTRY FORM in I 


ENTRY FORM 6/49 


Mil II TVl. OVERSEAS SUBSCWBEK AGENTS, 
MAIL I y, 1 mem lienal SnbiHipiiRi Prwrwrinj Cemre, 
Nkaweztjds Voorttorgwol 86 
1012 SE Amsterdam ■ Netherlands 


FAX DiRECT:(31) 2M383171 



Select and mark a cross 
it on 6 numbers tor 

each GAME you wish id ptey- 
Play up to 10 Games at 
die same tkne 


T 

I 

I 

I 


133456780 10 
11 12 1314 15 16 17 IB 19 30 
21 22 33 24 25 3S 27 28 29 30 
31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 
41 42 43 44 45 46 47 4B 49 


I 2 3 4 5 6 7 B 910 

II 12 13 14 15 161718 19 20 
2132 23 24 25 26 27 28 39 30 
31 32333435383738 39 40 
41 42 43 44 45 46 47 40 (9 




CM 


1 2 3 4 5 6 
11 12 13 14 15 16 
21 22 23 24 25 2S 
31 32 33 34 35 38 
41 42 43 44 45 46 


7 8 9 10 
1718 19 20 
27 28 29 30 
37 38 39 40 
47 46 4B 


1 2 3 4 5 6 
11 12 1314 15 IB 
21 22 23 24 25 28 
31 32 33 34 35 38 
[41 42 43 44 45 46 


123456789 10 
11 12 1314 15 16 17 16 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
|31 32 33 34 35 38 37 38 39 40 
41 42 43 44 45 46 47 40 49 



23456789 10 
12 13 14 15 16 17 IS 19 20 
22 23 24 25 28 27 26 29 30 
32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 
42 43 44 45 48 47 48 49 


I 2 3 4 5 6 7 B SID 
II 12 1314 15 161718 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 
41 42 43 44 4$ 46 47 46 49 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
|21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
131 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 
41 42 43 44 45 46 4 7 48 49 


Ma of Games: 
Ptomart i Bt u iarN ir tiBr 
til GansrtRff Pend 


One Game 
Two Games 
Four Games 
Six Games 
Eight Games 
Ten Games 


27 DRAWS 
9 weeks 


Entry Costs shown in USS 
Ena Rea Dins aeaddBd 
aanghJrPynrSriraiiifcn* 


60 DRAWS 
IB weeks 
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□ 

USS 

2080 

□ 

USS 

650 

□ 

15$ 

1300 

□ 

USS 

2600 


2wffieksFREE 
DRAWS added 


Automatic Renewal: 

Charge my Craft card to can&ruemystiiscr^ption 
0 firtier notice, sc 1 won’! rress out on a an^e draw. 


123456 769 10 
11 12 1314 151617 1819 20 
|21 22 23 24 25 26 27 26 ?9 30 
31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 
41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 


123456789 10 
11 12 13 14 15 1817 IB 19 20; 
121222324 25 26 27 28 29 30 
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(41 42 43 44 45 46 4 7 4 8 49 


123 DRAWS 
36 weeks 
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YpC> I'd Me to play GERMAN LOTTO. I've selected G numbers above 
1 1 t-w. for each Game 1 wish lo play and ticked a box at left showing the 
period of my subscription. Rush me my ENTRY CONFIRMATION 
CERTIFICATE showing the date of my first Draw. 

□ Please charge my cretfrt card for USS 

0 American Express □ Visa O Mastercard □ Diners □ EurocanJ 
Card to. 


Signature 


Expiry date 


□ lax^cbequabankd^tfor payable to “OVERSEAS 


Street _ 
City _ 

* TaLto. 


Country, 
Fax, to, 
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STRIKE: Walkout of Miners Hardens in Russia and Ukraine 


Continued from Page I 

again. The strike could also ignite fur- 
ther labor stoppages. An estimated 
33.000 teachers in 21 of Russia’s 89 
regions have been on strike since last 
Wednesday, also protesting unpaid 
wages. Interfax reported. 

On Friday, workers at die Z3L truck 
factory here, who have not been paid 
since October, announced plans to strike 
next week unless the debt-ridden com- 
pany clears up its obligations. 

TTie leader of Russia’s striking 
miners, Vitali Budko, met Friday wifi 
the new Russian deputy prune minister. 
Vladimir Kadannikov, an auto indus- 
trialist recently named as the govern- 
ment's top economic policymaker, and 
with Yuri Malyshev, director of the state 
coal monopoly. Rosugol. 

In addition to payment of back wages, 
Mr. Budko said the union was pressing 
for tax breaks for Rosugol. a fixed 


month-to-month schedule of subsidies, 
and extension of last year’s agreement 
on coal prices. 

Mr. Budko said that Mr. Kadannikov 
“didn’t come to any decision.' ’ 

He added that Mr. Kadannikov ex- 
pressed sympathy for the miners’ de- 
mands and pledged to come up with a 
solution next week, but that was not soon 
enough. 

“We need the decision today,” he 
said. “There’s no such decision. I think 
die conflict will go on.” 

A long strike could lead to electric 
power shortages in some regions, al- 
though Russia also relies heavily on 
natural gas and nuclear power. 

If the strike continues, it could have 
negative fallout for Mr. Yeltsin’s plans 
to launch his campaign, underscoring 
the government’s paralysis. But if Mr. 
Yeltsin agrees io fie miners’ demands 
for additional subsidies — coal is the 
second-most-subsidized industry, be- 


hind agriculture — it could unleash a 
new round of inflation. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s future is also clouded by 
growing demands for an end to the war 
in Chechnya. Earlier this week. Boris 
Nemtsov, governor of the Nizhny 
Novgorod region, presented Mr. Yeltsin 
with a petition signed by 1 million con- 
stituents calling for an end to the con- 
flict Mr. Nemtsov’s gambit was sig- 
nificant because he was recently elected 
governor by an overwhelming margin. 
He had earlier been appointed by Mr. 
Yeltsin. 

The speaker of the lower house of 
Parliament. Gennadi Seleznyov, who is 
a Communist, said after meeting Mr. 
Yeltsin on Friday that the president 
“will propose his plan of conflict set- 
tlement in Chechnya within the next few 
days.” 

He added, “As far as J could un- 
derstand. he is not going to make the 
army crush Chechnya and finish it.” 


RUSSIAN: Reformer Urges IMF to Hold Off on Loan to Moscow 


Continued from Page 1 

cent dismissal of Anatoli B. Chubais, the 
reformist deputy prime minister, was an 
example of his move toward the con- 
servatives. “He fired Chubais and 
brought to the government a very Soviet- 
style bureaucrat, an old manager of 
Lada, a stale monopoly,” he said. 

Mr. Yavlinksy said he would tell U.S. 
officials that fie answer was to apply 
pressure on Moscow by holding up the 
IMF loans. 

“Of course Russia would suffer 
greatly if the IMF loans did not arrive,” 
he said. “But if Yeltsin does nor declare 
clearly and openly that he is committed 
to a series of economic reforms, then the 
IMF should withhold the loans until he 
does so.” 

The time for such a statement, Mr. 
Yavlinsky contended, would be later this 
month, when Mr. Yeltsin is to lay out his 
policy program in advance of June's 


presidential elections. He said the pres- 
ident should specifically promise to do 
the following: 

•Protect private property rights. 

•Continue breaking up state mono- 
polies. 

•Expand the commitment to free 
trade. 

•End the war in Chechnya. 

Mr. Yavlinsky accused the Yeltsin 
government of pandering to the Com- 
munists and their chief, Gennadi A. Zy- 
uganov, who is now the leading can- 
didate to succeed Mr. Yeltsin and whose 
party has 181 seats in the 450-member 
Parliament. 

“Yeltsin is moving toward the Com- 
munists,” Mr. Yavlinsky said, “and he 
is underestimating the consequences of 
doing fiat of printing too much money, 
of slowing down privatization, of mak- 
ing more loans from the central hank to 
the government and so forth.” 

He said that one of those con- 


sequences would be a new surge in in- 
flation. The rate is now down to 3 per- 
cent a month, but he forecast it would 
rise to more than 10 percent a month by 
midyear. 

Mr. Zyuganov, in an interview on 
Thursday, said that the pace of economic 
reform in Russia was "too reckless’ ’ and 
that he would slow it down if elected 
president in June. But he stressed that he 
was not opposed to reforms, only to their 
speed. 

Mr. Zyuganov also extended an olive 
branch to Mr. Yavlinsky, saying he 
could find “some common ground with 
him” in Parliament. 

But Mr. Yavlinsky brushed it aside 
Friday. “Mr. Zyuganov presents a very 
different message to Western officials 
here in Davos from the one he delivers 
back home.” he said. "Here he says he 
would continue some reforms. In Russia 
he talks about confiscation and nation- 
alization of companies.” 
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Ukraine Curbs Foreign Adoptions 


Move Aim ed at Halting Illegal Sales of Babies to West 


By James Rupert 

Weshuigtm Post Service 

WASHINGTON — Ukraine’s Parlia- 
ment has clamped restrictions on inter- 
national adoption of Ukrainian babies, 
amid a scandal in which doctors there face 
trial on charges of stealing newborns and 
selling them for adoption, mostly in the 
United States. 

The Parliament’s action Tuesday in 
Kiev, the capital, effectively beared ad- 
options to Western nations, where hun- 
dreds of couples have adopted Ukrainian 
children since the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1 99 1 . Investigators in the west- 
ern city of Lviv said recently that Amer- 
icans helped fuel the theft, purchase and 
illegal export of babies by paying tens of 
thousands of dollars each to adopt 
Ukrainian infants. 

Investigators and doctors in Lviv said 
die smug glin g operation often put ba- 
bies’ health at ride. Prosecutors there said 
they would seek to interview Americans 


who have adopted Ukrainian' children. 

PubUc uproar in Ukraine over foreign . 
adoptions, and the role of American 
couples in particular, has been fueled 
since October by the effort of a Mas- 
sachusetts couple to send back to Lviv a 
3-year-old boy they adopted shortly after 
his birth. The couple said they can no 
longer afford to pay for treatment of the 
child's medical problems. Investigators 
in Lviv in December said they suspect 
the adoption violated Ukrainian law. 

Ukrainian officials say they are in- 
vestigating hundreds of adoptions by 
foreigners between 1992 and mid-1994. 
Of about 130 adoptions being studied 
most intensively, more than 70 were by 
American couples and about 50 by Ca- 
nadians or Italians, officials said. 

When the scandal began to surface in 
1994, Ukraine’s legislature suspended 
foreign adoptions. On Tuesday, the le- 
gislature passed a law pennitting ad- 
options to resume but barring any role 
for foreign adoption agencies or non- 


profit organizations. The Reuters new 
agency quoted legislators as saying ad- 
options would be allowed only to nations 
that sign agreements on protecting ad- 
opted children, which at present means 
only some framer East Woe countries. 

Ukraine’s baby scandal illustrates 
some problems in international adop- 
tions, according to adoption specialists- 
In economically depressed countries, 
notably those of die former East bloc, 
“international adoptions can look an aw- 
ful lot Eke procurement of babies for 
Americans,” said Anne Sullivan of the 
Washington-based Child Welfare 
League of America, an advocacy group. 

In some cases in Ukraine, American 
parents “offered as much as $100,000 

fra babies,” said an investigator in Lviv. 
“What did they »hink such sums were 
going for?” another investigator asked. 
“They seemed to close that eyes” to 
evidence of irregularities in many cases, 
he said- The investigators spoke on con- 
dition ifcy not be named. 


Gene Kelly, Cinematic Dancer, Dies 


Reuters 

LOS ANGELES — Gene 
Kelly, the dancer and cho- 
reographer best known for his 
work in “Singin’ in (he 
Rain” and “An American in 
Paris.” has died, local tele- 
vision reported. He was 83. 

He had recently suffered a 
series of strokes. 

■ Singular Style 

A gifted dancer with his 
own vibrantly masculine 
style. Gene Kelly flourished 
also as an innovative choreo- 
grapher and director in the 
1940s and 1950s, the heyday 
of the big, splashy Hollywood 
musical. The New York 
Times said. 

Mr. Kelly, who could also 
put over a song in a huskily 
soft voice, brought to his 
films an inventive technique 
and created unusual and ima- 
ginative dance routines. 

Thus, millions of movie- 
goers remember Mr. Kelly 
dancing merrily in a down- 
pour in “Singin* in the 
Rain.” hoofing with an an- 
imated mouse in “Anchors 
Aweigh,” hopping over 
garbage cans in a sequence in 
“It’s Always Fair Weather” 
and, with the aid of special 
process photography, dan- 
cing with himself in the fam- 
ous “alter ego” number from 
“Cover Girl.” 


In addition to his movies, 
which included “An Amer- 
ican in Paris,” “On the 
Town,” "The Pirate” and 
the drama “Inherit the. 
Wind,” Mr. Kelly also 
worked on Broadway, where 
he created the title role of the 
heel-hero “Pal Joey,” cho- 
reographed “Best Foot For- 
ward” and directed Rodgers 
and Hammerstein’s “Flower 
Drum Song.” 

“I don't really know why I 
clicked,” Mr. Kelly said 
many years later. “I didn’t 
want to be a dancer. I just did 
it to work my way through 
college. But I was always an 
athlete and gymnast, so it 
mme naturally.’ ’ 

Eugene Curran Kelly was 
bom Aug. 23, 1912, in Pitts- 
burgh, where his mother 
owned a dancing school. 

But Mr. Kelly did not de- 
cide to try bis luck in New 
York until 1938. when he was 
27 years old. His first job was 
as a Broadway chorus boy in 
1938's “Leave It to Me,” 
dancing whDe Mary Martin 
sang “My Heart Belongs to 
Daddy,” but the following 
year he won critical acclaim 
for his role as Ae comic hoof- 
er in William Saroyan's “The 
Tune of Your Life.” 

That success led to his be- 
ing cast in “Pal Joey,” the 
1940 Rodgers and Hart mu-. 


sical, in which be played Ae 
unscrupulous central charac- 
ter so convincingly that John 
Martin, a critic fra The New 
York limes, said, “He is not 
only glib-footed, but he has a 
feeding for comment and con- 
tent fiat give his dancing per- 
sonal distinction ami raise it 
several notches as a dancing 

Sit.*' 

In 1941 he left for Hol- 
lywood, where he was to 
bring a new vitality to dance 
on film and help change the 
whole concept of movie mu- 
sicals. 

His first film, in 1942, was 
“For Me and My Gal,” in 
which he starred as a small- 
time vaudeville hoofer op- 
posite Judy Garland. With fie 
1944 film “Cover Girl,” his 
career brightened further. 

Mr. Kefly’s choreographic 
inventiveness was credited 
with the success of Ae trafl- 
blazmg live-dance- with-an- 
imation sequence in “An- 
chors Aweigh” in 1945. He 
had to convince MGM offi- 
cials that they should spend 
$100,000 and two months 
shooting time for an eight- 
minute number in which he 
would dance with the mouse 
Jerry from the popular “Tom 
and Jerry” cartoon series. 

in 1949 Mr. Kelly made 
two films with Frank Sinatra, 
“Take Me Out to the Ball 


Game” and one of his all- 
time hits, "On the Town,” 
which he co-directed and 

American in 
Paris,” in which he received 
sole star billing, won eight 
Academy Awards, including 



_ his contributions to screen 
choreography . 

“Singm* in the Rain,” re- 
leasedin 1952, was one of Ae 
last of Ae big MGM music- 
als, an affectionate spoof of 
the start of Ae talkies era in 
movies. 

Mr. Kelly's last major mu- 
sicals at MGM were “JBri- 
gadoon” (1954), a disap- 
pointment, and “It's Always 
Fair Weather (1955) and 
“Les Girls” (1957). which 
were both Mts. In Ae ’50s, be 
also appeared in “Deep in My 
Heart,” . and “Marjorie 
Momingstar.” In 1969, he 
directed “Hello, Dolly!” 

Mir. Kelly’s first wife was 
the actress Betsy Blair, from 
whom he was divorced in 
1957. They had a daughter. 
Kerry. . 

In 1960, Mr. Kelly married 
Jeanne Coyne, a dancer, with 
whom he had two children, 
Timothy and Bridget. Mrs. 
Kelly died in 1973. When he 
was 77 in 1990, he married 
.Ae writer Patricia Ward.... 


LORRY: China Timidly Tries to Fix Image 


Continued from Page I 

Late last year, according to press re- 
ports, the Chinese created an entity 
called the Central Leading Working 
Group on Ae U.S. Congress, which re- 
ports indirectly to Mr. Jiang and whose 
mandate is to study and understand Cap- 
itol Hill. 

But the group is eiAer so low profile 
or so new that even China specialists at 
the CIA and James Sasser, the newly 
confirmed U.S. ambassador to China, do 
not know anything about it. 

To help burnish Aeir image, the 
Chinese are pressing members of Con- 
gress to visit and are treating them like 
beads of state when they do. 

Last month, when the Democratic 
senators Diane Feinstein of California, 
John Glenn of Ohio and Sam Nunn of 
Georgia visited Beijing, Mr. Jiang 
showed them Mao’s bedroom, billard 
room and indoor swimming pool, telling 
Aem that they were Ae first foreigners to 
step foot in that part of the palace since 
Mao’s death. 

But when it came to Ae tough policy 
issues that divide the two countries, like 
Taiwan, human rights and missile sales 
to Pakistan, Mr. Jiang and his subor- 
dinates turned tone deaf, Mr. Glenn 
said. 

When Deputy Foreign Minister Liu 
Huaqiu, China’s top specialist on Ae 
United States, suggested during a meet- 
ing that Congress not bring up anything 
negative about the relationship between 
Ae two countries during the election 
year, the senator lost his patience. 

“I told him ‘You just don’t under- 
stand our form of government if you 
think anybody could tell a particular 


congressmen or senator not to bring up 
something about China,' ” Mr. Glenn 
said. To help change Aeir image. China 
experts, businessmen and lawmakers 
like Senator Feinstein. who has emerged 
as a chief defender of China on Capitol 
Hill, have begun to urge Ae Chinese to 
look to Taiwan as an example of bow to 
mold U.S. public opinion. 

Even though Ae U.S. government 
considers Taiwan part of China (its dip- 
lomats cannot even enter Ae State De- 
partment). its lobbying efforts have led 
24 states to pass resolutions to treat 
Taiwan like any other country. 

Taiwan has 13 regional offices to push 
cultural and trade ties; it buys goodwill 
with donations to universities and first- 
class trips to Taiwan for congressional 
staff members, rotary clubs, state le- 
gislators and veterans groups. 

As governor of Arkansas. BtU Clinton 
visited Taiwan four times; he has never 
visited China. 

For now. the single best lobbyist on 
behalf of China is probably former Sec- 
retary of Stare Henry A. Kissinger, who 
is not paid tty China but who advises 
U.S. companies doing business there. 

Mr. Kissinger’s meetings with Speak- 
er Newt Gingrich, Republican of Geor- 
gia, last year led him to back off his call 
for Taiwan’s independence. 

But Mr. Kissinger’s efforts have not 
been enough to make Mr. Gingrich a 
friend of China. 

Last Saturday, in a town meeting out- 
ride of Atlanta, Mr. Gingrich wanted of 
a future nuclear threat from “China or 
Iran or Korea or someplace like that,” 
adding that an angry China might some 
day decide to launch a missile at Los 
Angeles. 


MALAYSIA. Too Much Growth, Too Soon? 


Continued from Page 1 

can continue.” said Jomo Kwame 
Sundaram. a Harvard-trained profess- 
or of economics at Ae University of 
Malaya. “Clearly the reasons for cur- 
rent growth are not going to evaporate 
overnight. But there are tremendous 
labor shortages. There is a real need to 
attract new kinds of investment. There 
are tremendous bottlenecks in educa- 
tion.” 

And. some critics add. there is Ae 
spectacle of Ae countiy's leaders 
spending much of their time, and the 
nation's treasure, building monuments 
to Aem selves. 

AH along the Malaysian Peninsula, 
earthmovers. pile drivers and cranes 
are remaking the face of the country. A 
major airport, new rail systems, a huge 
hydroelectric dam and a new down- 
town in Ae existing capital of Kuala 
Lumpur, anchored by what win be the 
world’s two tallest buildings, are all 
eiAer frantically being built or about to 
spill off blueprints. 

“One detects a degree of hubris in 


government policies,”" said a foreign 
investment banker, who asked not to 
be identified. “Is it really necessary 
for Kuala Lumpur to have Ae tallest 
towers in the world?” 

Such ambitions strike some as ex- 
cessive. Citing Ae effect of such giant 
projects on Ae swelling balance-of- 
payments deficit, among oAer factors. 
First Boston declared recently that it 
was “strongly negative on Malaysian 
equities.” 

Bottlenecks in the supply of certain 
raw materials, particularly cement, 
and Ae labor shortage, which it de- 
scribed as “critical.” will contribute. 
Ae institute argued, “to a loss of cost 
competitiveness in Ae short and me- 
dium term.” 

The cost of labor has forced some 
foreign investors to shift labor-intens- 
ive production our of Malaysia. Mattel, 
which makes dolls here, has moved 
one of its plants to Indonesia, accord- 
ing to John Hawes, executive director 
of the American Malaysian Chamber 
of Commerce. “More moves are 
likely.” he said. 


SAUDIS: 

U.S. Aid to Bosnia? 

Continued from Page 1 

significant, and included hundreds of 
volunteers, small arms, rocket-propelled 
grenades and humanitarian supplies. 

The Saudi official said that most of the 
Saudi assistance to the Bosnian Muslims 
was channeled through Croatia, which 
controls Bosnia’s access to die sea and 
Western Europe, and took its own cut of 
up to 50 percent rat all arms deliveries. 
Some emergency deliveries were made 
in the form of secret night flights to 
Tuzia and oAer airports under the con- 
trol of the Bosnian authoritics- 

French Defense Ministry officials 
have repeatedly insisted that the United 
States helped facilitate a series of mys- 
terious flights to TuzJa during the war by 
American C-130 cargo plates, which 
were witnessed by UN observers. U.S. 
officials have denied this and have sug- 
gested that Turkey may have been re- 
sponsible. 

Id an interview earlier this week, Ae 
framer European Union negotiator to 
Bosnia, David Owen, said he shared the 
British and French view that Ae Amer- 
icans had been involved in a covert arms 
program to Bosnia and Croatia during 
Ae war. but could not prove it 

If the Saudi version of events is ac- 
curate, the Clinton administration took 
care to preserve Ae principle of plaus- 
ible demability through the use of framer 
military and intelligence personnel and 
trusted middlemen. Sawn "sources said 
that such informal American involve- 
ment was essential because Saudi Arabia 
lacked Ae “technical sophistication.” 

The official refused to go into detail 
about the American role in the operation, 
oAer than to say that the Saudis had 
made use of Ae same “network” of 
undercover operatives, arms salesmen, 
and " fanner this and former that” set up 
during the Afghan operation. 

‘ ‘we did not set up a formal structure, 
the way. we did in Afghanistan,” Ae 
official said. "“But logic" tells you that 
without the consent of NATO, Ae . 
United States and Germany, there was 
no way” the operation ' could -have- 
happened. 

In June 1992, according to Ae Saudi 
sources. King Fahd sent a handwritten 
letter to Mr. Bush . appealii^. to the 
United States to lead .efforts, to “put an 
end to Ae massacres' ’ of M uslims. 

Mr. Bush’s national security adviser, 
Brent Scowcrofti skid he had “no re- 
collection” of the Saudi, message. Ac- 
cording to Ae Saudi sources, the king 
received a polite brush-off, which they 
described. as -the only major difference 
with the Bush admimstranoa. 

The Saudi sources said their govern- 
ment began looking for ways of assisting 
the Bosnian Muslims partly to coun- 
teract the ability of radical stales such as 
Iran to exploit Ae issue. They said Riy- 
adh could not afford to be viewed as 
* less Muslim' over Bosnia titan Ae 
radical stares. 
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Rights Issues 
"Will Figure 
In EIJ Talks, 
Asians Say 

pHu^^-jrtL o£fi 

^smdFridsyhwas im^e tai 

^nvehuman riglits and labor issues 

TJSS! ^“? ed 31 80 Asia-Europcan 

UmonsuxnM meeting in Mare£ but 

SSddS 6 * 1 ^-3®9Pean Criticism 
snout a not go too far. 

~ Th ? March 1 and 2 in 

Bangkok of leaders from 10 Asian and 
° European countries will focus on 
^oiKMmc cooperation, senior Asian of- 

®c also be taken up. 

Wben asked his views on h uman 
ngbts and labor issues being raised at 
the meeting. Foreign Minister Ali AI- 
®tas of Indonesia said, “If these topics 
come up in broad terms, as sort of a 
general problem, we will discuss them 
informally.” 

Some European diplomats have 
they expect their leaders to bring up 
social is sues when they m ee t their coun- 
. ttapaits from the seven-member Asso- 
ciation of South East Asian Nations — 
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Phil- 
ippines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet- 
nam — and China, Japan and South 
Korea. 

Indonesia’s occupation of the former 
Portuguese colony of East Timor and 
China’s nuc lear weapons pr ogram are 
two other potentially explosive areas 
dial could be discussed. 

Asian countries in general resent 
Western criticism of human rights and 
labor standards, and Thai offfrnals said 
they hoped any European criticism at 
the meeting would be ihnitrri 
The leaders of several Asian coun- 
tries such as China, Malaysia and Singa- 
pore condemn outside criticism of so- 
cial standards as well as tinting the 
issue to other areas such as trade. 

“This is me of the questions we 
cannot shy away from,” a senior Thai 
Foreign Mixnkry official, Saroj 
Chavanavfraj. said when about 
the social questions. 

“It will be raised for sure, but both 
sides should have a dear understanding 
dial there isa certain hnrit that each side 
should observer ’ he said. 

“We have a different approach to the 
problem — ? different attitude, d i fferent 
thinking , different background.'’ 

“It doesn’t mean that we don't want 
to face controversial issues,” he added. 
“But both sides should understand that 
there is a certain limit to this and if 
anyone goes beyond that good limit then 
it could backfire” on the meeting. 

Among the political issues likely to 
be raised are reform of the United Na- 
tions and jntnTTwuftwmt treaties to pre- 
vcntrhe proliferation and testing of nuc- 
lear weapons, officials said.- - 
They added that the talks would 
launch a new era m relations' between 

the two regions. 

“The mam thrust will be economic 
cooperation — trade, transfer of tech- 
nology, how to enhance investment and 
soon — these are the main topics,” Mr. 
Alatas said. 

“Both Europe and East Asia will gain 
because there is tremendous opportun- 
ity for enhanced cooperation in the eco- 
nomic field but also in other fields. 
There’s a tremendous potential for syn- 
ergy among the two collective econom- 
ies of both sides,” be said. 

Officials stressed that diere will be no 
set agenda for the talks. However, an 
1 ‘indicative list’ ’ of topics that might be 
raised has been drawn op. 

Asian officials say trade relations 
between their nations and Europe are 
progressing well, with two-way trade 
totahng $238 billion in 1992, compared 
with $240 billion between the EU and 
North America in the same year. 

(Reuters, AFP) 



• Aion FnK'htw 

FRAUD SQUAD — Hindu militants in New Delhi, some wearing demonic masks and waving fake 500- 
rupee notes, calling Friday for the resignation of Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao in connection with 
a bribery scandal. Several senior politicians have resigned after investigators filed charges against them. 


China Blast Kills 100 

Illegal Dynamite Cache Explodes 


Reuters 

BEUING — An explosion of illeg- 
ally stored dynamite obliterated an 
apanment building in central China and 
devastated much of its neighborhood, 
killing more than 100 residents and in- 
juring hundreds more, officials said Fri- 
day. 

The blast erupted in an illegal ex- 
plosives warehouse in the building's 
basement on Wednesday evening. 

The cause was 10 tons of military 
dynamite, which a building resident, a 
furloughed worker who ran an illegal 
explosives company, had stored in the 
basement, televirion news said. He was 
believed to be among those lulled in the 
biasL 

* ‘It was terrifying." a rescue coordin- 
ator said by telephone from City-South 
Town, a suburb of Shaoyang city in 
central Hunan Province, where the ex- 
plosion hit in the early evening. 

“At first we thought it was an earth- 
quake." 

Television footage showed hundreds 
of soldiers, policemen and volunteers 
clawing by hand and with hand tools 
and bulldozers through the rubble. 
“The entire street has been leveled," a 
local television official said by tele- 
phone. 

All that remained of the five-floor 
block was a crater 30 meters across and 
1 0 meters deep, the official Hunan Daily 
reported Friday. 

The official toll stood at 77 dead but 
was certain to rise above 1 00 as soldiers 
pulled bodies from the rubble of several 
nearby collapsed five-floor buildings. 


the rescue official said. More than 400 
people were injured and 117 were ad- 
mitted to hospitals in serious condition, 
the Hunan Daily said. 

ft added that everything within 100 
meters was flattened, including the 
homes of 40 families, and windows were 
shattered in a two kilometer radius. 

“Our offices are a kilorneter away, 
but it blew out all of our windows.* * the 
rescue official said. 

Provincial experts had joined an in- 
quiry into what the Hunan Daily called 
an ‘•extraordinarily serious accident." 

Television news said investigators 
were still trying to determine what 
sparked the explosion, which cut waier 
and electricity. 

The blast hit the town of 200,000 just 
before 8.00 P.M. Many survivors were 
crushed and unconscious and suffered 
broken bones, doctors said. Others were 
hurt in a rain of bricks, metal and glass 
or from the sheer force of the blast 

What were expected to be the last two 
survivors were extricated late on 
Thursday — 20 hours after the blast 
said a doctor at No. 2 People's Hos- 
pital. 

Doctors said they expected few hos- 
pital deaths. 

“Most of our 80 patients are out of 
danger," said a doctor at No. 1 People's 
Hospital. “Most suffered blast-related 
injuries to the face, arms and body." 

Officials said a dynamite merchant 
He Geng, had received a large con- 
signment of explosives in lieu of money 
from a cash-strapped debtor and stored 
them illegally in die basement 


BRIEFLY/45M 


Khmer Rouge Under Fire 

KILOMETER 38 VILLAGE, Cambodia — 
Backed by tanks and helicopters, thousands of 
government troops launched a major attack Fri- 
day on Khmer Rouge headquarters. 

Journalists saw two helicopter gunships pound- 
ing guerrillas’ front-line demises at Phnom Veng 
hill and heard artillery fire throughout the day in 
northwestern Cambodia. 

A field -commander, who requested anonymity, 
said the Khmer Rouge had 2,000 soldiers and seven 
tanks around Phnom Veng to block the route to the 
Khmer Rouge base of Paflin. 

The fall of Pailin would be a major blow to the 
guerrillas. Besides serving as a headquarters, the 
town and its surrounding are rich in gems that are 
sold in neighboring T hailand, along with timber, 
to finance the continuing guerrilla war. (AP) 

North Korea Aid Studied 

WASHINGTON — President Bill Clinton's 
national security adviser was en route to South 


Korea and Japan for discussions on whether 
emergency food aid should be dispatched to 
North Korea, which is still suffering the effects of 
severe summer floods. 

Michael McCuny, die White House spokes- 
man, said Friday that W. Anthony Lake would 
review North Korea's food shortages and con- 
sider whether aid should be routed through United 
Nations agencies. He noted that South Korea has 
expressed doubts about North Korea's needs, 
given its continued high level of spending on its 
armed forces. 

“We do believe there are food shortages that 
people have been going through," he said, adding 
that high-level discussions have been held on that 
issue. (AP) 

Sri Lanka Acts to Rebuild 

COLOMBO — Sri Lanka picked a special team 
Friday to rebuild the country's financial hub. pay 
compensation and provide temporary accommod- 
ation to businesses wrecked by the Tamil suicide 
bombings Wednesday. 

Power and Energy Minister Anuruddha Rat- 


wane said the government would arrange al- 
ternative office space for banks, airlines and other 
commercial establishments as an immediate 
measure. “The government will get the basic 
facilities like electricity and telephones organized 
immediately,” he said “We want to reconstruct 
and rebuild the city center as soon as possible." 

The authorities have recovered the bodies of 77 
people killed in the blast outside the Central Bank 
building. More than 1,400 were wounded. (AFP) 

Taiwan Tests New Missile 

TAIPEI — Taiwan has successfully tested its 
own new air-to-air missile. Taiwan Television re- 
ported Friday. Sky Sword D, an improvement on a 
1987 model, was tested last month at a military-run 
defense center in southern Taiwan, the station 
quoted unidentified military officials as saying. 
Nine of 10 missiles tested hit targets, it said. 

The air force will buy 400 of the missiles from 
the military-run Chungshan Science & Techno- 
logy institute and install them both in its own jet 
fighters and in the 1 50 American-made F- 1 6 fight- 
ers to be delivered later this year, the report said. 


It said Israel helped develop the missile, which 
has a range of more than 25 miles, much longer 
than Taiwan's other air-to-air missiles. The mil- 
itary refused comment on the report (AP) 

Seoul Delays Chun Trial 

SEOUL — A South Korean court on Friday 
postponed by three weeks the corruption trial of 
Chun Doo Hwan, the former president, and five 
former aides because of Mr. Chun's ill health, a 
court official said. 

“The three-judge panel has decided to put off 
Mr. Chun's trial until Feb. 26, accepting his 
lawyer’s appeal citing his poor health, tire of- 
ficial said by telephone. The trial was originally 
scheduled to begin Monday. 

Mr. Chun is in a police hospital recovering 
from a monthlong hunger strike he began on the 
day of his arrest Dec. 3 to protest what he de- 
scribed as persecution by President Kim Young 
Sam. On Friday, the hospital said Mr. Chun was 
suffering from dizziness, high blood pressure and 
a headache and was incapable of sitting for hours 
in a courtroom. (Reuters) 


Peres Promises a Vote Over Syria 


The Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres assured Israelis on Friday 
that he would bold a referendum on a 
land-for-peace deal with Syria even if 
an accord is reached after tins year's 
general elections. 

The remarks were seen as an attempt 
to separate the elections from die peace 
talks with Syria. There has been concern 
that foe campaign will interfere with 
progress in U.S.-brokered negotiations 
with Syria. 

Mr. Peres said Thursday that he may 
move up foe balloting. He is leading in 
the polls, but apparently is afraid he will 
lose the votes of Israelis who back him 
in general but oppose returning the 
Golan Heights to Syria. 

“If we reach an agreement with Syria 
that wfll require territorial changes, we 
will ask the people, even after elec- 
tions,” Mr. Peres said on Israel Anny 
radio on Friday. 

The deadline for bolding elections is 


Oct 29. Leading figures in Mr. Peres’s 
Labor Party have been pushing for a 
May 15 vote. Mr. Peres has been riding 
a wave of sympathy following the Nov. 
4 assassination of his predecessor. 
Yitzhak Rabin. Mr. Rabin bad promised 
to hold a referendum on any peace 
agreement with Syria that involved sig- 
nificant terntonsl concessions. 

Mr. Peres said he would honor the 
promise. "If the peace agreement is 
reached after the elections, then I will 
bring it as promised to a referendum," 
he said during a visit in London. His 
remarks were published in Israeli news- 
papers Friday. 

Israel has never had a referendum, so 
the mechanisms of how it will work are 
unclear. A Justice Ministry spokeswo- 
man, Etty Eshed. said the government 
first would have to pass legislation deal- 
ing with such issues as whether the vote 
would be binding. 

Mr. Peres has not said what he would 
do if Israelis rejected the deal. 


Fears Arise on Pope’s Nicaragua Visit 


By Julia Preston 

New York Times Service 


MANAGUA — Increased protests by 
university students are generating fears 
that disturbances could erupt wben Pope 
John Pan! H visits Nicaragua next 

week. . 

The student demonstrations, calling 
for increased spending an universities, 
have alanaed many Roman Catholics, 
who hoped to lay to rest foe brtter 
memories of foe Pope’s 1983 visit, when 

mr* Cmfttnicfa dfwpmment 



Caftol- 

ic Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo, 

said Thursday ^ 

canceling foe visit, scheduled for Wed- 

ne ”There are people interested m ham- 
pering the visitor the Pope, tim car 
{unearned. “But that doesn tfrighren 


ns. We have to work to create an at- 
mosphere of peace.” 

Although student leaders deny any 
direct Holes to the papal visit, foe student 
protests bear die mark of the leftist 
SutBntea National Liberation Front, a 
political party that lost die 1990 national 
elections to President Videta Chamorro 
and is now Nicaragua’s second largest 
political bloc. Sandurista leaders appear 
to be saying they want a tranquil visit for 
foe Pope while encouraging foe protests 

behind foe scenes. 

Several student leaders are Sandinista 
candidates for public office in elections 
to be held latex this year. 

Students who joined the demonstra- 
tions made no secret that they were 
stepping up foe pace deliberately as tire 
Pope’s arrival drew near. 

“We want die government to resolve 
foe university budget before the Pope 
gets hare, so he won’t take away a ted 
impression of education in Nicaragua," 


said Marvin Guevara, 20, a student at 
National Autonomous University here. 

Mr. Guevara was one of several hun- 
dred students who joined in seizing foe 
Foreign Ministry on Tuesday, trapping 
80 persons. Before dawn Wednesday die 
national police broke up foe occupation 
in less than 10 minutes and detained 107 
protesters. Police said they confiscated 
an arsenal of hundreds of homemade 
bombs and grenade launchers. 

. Later Wednesday, a crowd of students 
commandeered a bus carrying 15 po- 
licemen to a security drill for foe Pope’s 
visit. Within the hour officials from a 
human rights organization persuaded the 
students to release their hostages. 

In an interview, Tomas Rorge, who 
was the interior minister in the 
Sandinista government, said his party 
had no desire to confront the Pope. 

“The times are different,” he said. 
“Besides, the Pope’s views now co- 
incide with ours in some respects. ’ * 


A $1 Million Gem Heist 


Afew York Tunes Service 

NEW YORK — A jew- 
eler from Hang Kong was 
shot and critically • womded 
when three men robbed him 
of nearly?! million nv^- 
monds on a bustifflg street 
in midtown Manteton. 

As the victim and anofoer 
man gotout of a uuu outsKte 
the New York Ihhan 
Sixth Avenue a^ 53d5tre£t. 
on Thursday night, foe po- 
lice said, three ap- 

proached and one of them 
shot the jeweler once id foe 
chesL ' 


The thieves grabbed a 
duffel bag containing the 
diamonds and ran west on 
53d Street toward Seventh 
Avenue. ’ 

The man’s companion 
gave ‘chase. They fired twice 
at the businessman, but 
missed, foe police said, then 

got into a dark sedan on Sev- 
enth Avenue and drove off. 

The jeweler was in crit- 
ical condition at New York 
Hospital. His companion 
told the police that foe bag 
contained almost $] mil- 
lion in diamonds. 
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Chirac’s Contribution 


Seeking a Broader Vision of Economic Society 


Two main elements dominate 
JTance's current international outlook. 
'■'He* as President Jacques Chirac 
proudly said era the eve of his trip to 
Washington is “endowing France 
wiui the means of her independence 
and security” — this by conducting 
the recent series of nuclear tests. The 
other is what he presented in his ap- 
pearances in Washington on Thursday: 
seeking security in cooperation with 
France’s European and Atlantic allies. 
Certainly Americans would prefer to 
see their oldest friend emphasize the 
second element. But that is not exactly 
what France’s chief of state did this 
past week. 

The nuclear tests outraged South 
Pacific test-site neighbors and many 
Americans. They lent an unhappy im- 
petus to national bomb-making even as 
President Bill Clinton gave priority to a 
test ban to seal off the making of any 
new nuclear weapons anywhere. Cer- 
tainly the tests do little to equip Mr. 
Chirac for the role he now claims as a 
world leader in disarmament. The best 
that can be said is that by establishing 
his Gaullist lineage in tMs fashion, he 
frees himself up for more sensible 
steps in other policy areas. Under Mr. 
Chirac. France has departed from the 
go-it-alone nuclear and military policy 
championed three decades earlier by 


then-President Charles de Gaulle. He 
favors a strong "European identity” 
within NATO but has begun to move 
closer to military cooperation within 
the alliance. The familiar rhetoric of 
nationalism has blurred. In a concrete 
display of common cause. French 
peacekeeping troops — veterans of the 
Balkan struggle — now serve under 
NATO command in Bosnia. 

President Chirac's purpose is to uni- 
fy Europe, east and west, and to make 
the new entity an increasingly more 
equal partner of the United States, 
whose role in a continental balance of 
power he hopes to see sustained. He 
presents this idea not as an implicit 
confession of Europe’s inability on its 
own to prevent the honors of 
Y ugoslavia. but as a sensible post-CoId 
War design. It is sensible, and overdue, 
especially the pan about Europe's tak- 
ing a larger share. For both presidents, 
an afternoon spent on what the dip- 
lomats call the security architecture of 
Europe and on the possibilities of co- 
operation elsewhere is bound to be 
welcome. It comes as a kind of holiday 
from the daily heavy lifting of the 
industrialized democracies — figuring 
out ways to trim and pay for the welfare 
state. But it is important, and Mr. Chir- 
ac made a contribution to the task. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Bloodletting in Sri Lanka 


Even by the coarsened standards of 
our age. last Wednesday's terror 
bombing in Sri Lanka evokes a pe- 
culiar horror. 

At least 73 people were killed 
and 1,400 wounded after a truck 
crammed with explosives plowed into 
the Central Bank in downtown 
Colombo, the capital. 

It is hard for any civilized society to 
defend itself against such an assault 
carried out by a suicide bomber. But 
it is harder still to understand how a 
political movement claiming to speak 
for lofty ideals could sanction such 
a bloodletting. 

The credible assumption is that the 
attack was the work of suicide com- 
mandos known as Black Tigers, the 
most fanatical sect of the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam. 

The same sect is already accused of 
blowing up a Sri Lankan president, 
a past prime minister of India, an op- 
position political leader in Colombo, 
a minister of defense, various gen- 
erals and airliners, buses, oil depots 
and army camps. Using teenagers 
as human bombs is the trademark 
lactic of Velupillai Prabhakaran. the 
Tiger chieftain. 

Determined to found Eelam, an in- 
dependent Tamil slate, the Tigers 
last April broke a six-month cease- 
fire by sending suicide frogmen to 
sink two navy gunboats. That under- 
mined peace talks with President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga, who later 


ordered an army assault on the rebel 
ministate of Jafftia. 

After Jaffna fell in December, Mrs. 
Kumaratunga tried to breathe life into 
her peace initiative with an offer of 
federalist autonomy to Tamil areas. 
The Tigers rejected her proposals, and 
the blast in Colombo seems certain to 
further harden all sides in the 13-year 
civil war. 

This conflict between the mostly 
Buddhist Sinhalese majority and the 
mainly Hindu Tamil minority cannot 
be attributed to ancient hatreds. The 
two peoples shared the island peace- 
fully for centuries; political violence 
dates to the 1960s, when Sinhal- 
ese became the official language, put- 
ting Tamils at a disadvantage, They 
also had grievances about job and 
school discrimination and government 
spending priorities. 

Rival politicians playing on ethnic 
resentments bear the heaviest burden 
for a spiraling conflict that has taken 

40.000 lives and has now displaced 

400.000 Tamils in Jaffna. This is not a 
dispute that outsiders can hope to re- 
solve, but its moral contours seem 
plain enough. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga, whose lather and 
husband were both slain by assassins, 
was elected to end the war and has put 
forward serious peace proposals. For 
his part, Mr. Prabhakaran has staked 
everything on gaining a Tamil state, 
whatever the cost in blood and honor. 

—THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


The Fed’s Lonely Job 


To avert a recession, the Federal 
Reserve has given the aging economic 
recovery another shot of Geritol in the 
form of slightly reduced interest rates. 
The buzz afterward was all about the 
details of the announcement — wheth- 
er the modest cuts were adequate to the 
task, whether they should have come 
earlier, whether more will come later, 
how the markets responded, etc. But 
the most important thing about the 
Fed’s intervention is a fact of a dif- 
ferent kind, to which just about every- 
one has become so accustomed that it 
scarcely occasions comment. 

The Fed is now the only arm of the 
U.S. government engaged in the broad- 
er management of the economy. Con- 
gress and the president, who used to 
have a role in that, no longer do. The 
budget deficit, which in its way is a 
measure of their continuing ineffec- 
tuality, has taken them out of play. 

Not all that many years ago, the 
dec ted branches for better or worse 
vould have intervened had the eco- 
lomy displayed the signs of weakness 
t is showing today, and particularly 
tad it done so in an election year. There 
vould have been a tax cut or an extra 
lollop of spending or some combin- 
tion of the two. Often the fiscal stim- 
Jus would turn out to be too much too 
He. a clumsy effort, but that's a dif- 
;rent issue. They would do it, and 
lore important, they would have the 
seal room to do it. 

They don't any more. The deficit is 
Iready too large. A further increase 
uge enough to stimulate the economy 


is as likely to have the opposite effect 
of holding interest rates higher than 
they would otherwise be and thereby 
discouraging much of the growth that it 
is meant to prompt. 

In this as in other respects, the deficit 
has cost the politicians maneuvering 
room and reduced the ability to govern. 
Both parties, of course, profess to be 
concerned with broader economic 
policy. Each claims piously to want the 
deficit down — but surely not at the 
expense of a tax increase or cut in aid to 
the elderly or farm supports or trans- 
portation grants. You name it. 

Balancing the budget is just the 
vocabulary within which they have the 
usual fights about who gets what In the 
end, the deficit stays high and the elec- 
ted officials whose shortsightedness 
keeps it there find they lack the power 
to do much of anything but stand on the 
sidelines, complain and pretend. And 
they wonder why good people are leav- 
ing Congress. 

The Fed itself has less leverage over 
interest rates and the economy than it 
used to. And there is always an ar- 
gument about how it carries out its 
semicontradictory task of keeping the 
economy growing yet suppressing in- 
flation. You will always have people 
arguing that the Fed etrcd on one side 
or the other of the equation. 

No doubt sometimes it does err, but 
because the elected branches have 
by their weakness pretty well taken 
themselves out of the game, it's all 
America has. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 



International Herald Tribune 

ESTABLISHED 1887 

[CATHARINE GRAHAM. ARTHUR OCHS SULZBERGER 
Cn-Chuimen 

RJC1 1 ARD McCLEAN. Publisher A Chief Executive 
JOHN VINOCUR. Ewniinr fifior & VkePresdera 

• WALTER WELLS. News EJanr • PAUL HORVTTZ. DepwyNncs Edac* 

• KATHERINE KNORRand CHARLES MITCHELMGREL Deputy Editors • SAMUEL ABT jnd 
CARL GEWIRTZ. .to. \iau- EiSkn • ROBERT J. DONAHUE EdacrcftheEJavicd Fjges 
• JONATHAN GAGE Business and Finance Editor 
• RENE BONDY. Deputy Publisher •JAMES McLEOD. Adwrtising Direacr 
•JUANITA L CASPAR! Intcrncenml Dc^-cLyment Dureitv • DIDIER BRUN, Gtadatkei Diivctor. 
Directeurdc hi Publioition: Richard D. Simmons 
DavaeurAiiji-iiatk hi Publiaaum: Kcaharmc p, Dkzrmv 

ImcnMkm] Herald Tribune. 181 Avenue Ottrles-^-Cktulk. 92321 Neufllv-sur-Seinc. France. BOBl 
I. : 1 1 j4JA3.93.00. Fax : Gtr. 1 1 1 4 1.4391 10: .Adv, 1 1 (41.43.9112 lisente [HT^anAonue |flV 

wjorAskv Mkhad ftiduidsm. 5 umutiun Hd, Smvane 051 1. Td f65l 472-T76& Fas [65i 274-2334 IQfil 
C. Dir. Axil fttfD. KmnepM 50 GLuasur fci. H,mg Kai& Td. X52-2XH-! ISZ Fas 852-2922-1191 BESS! 
i Mgr. Germane. T. ScHuttr. Friednchstr 15. "h2i FiaMmM. Td ffWj 72 67 55. Fas f 069) 7273 10 
iUSs Mkhod Camn. SXTh itdAx. Nor But N\. laVl Td t2l2) 752-3890 Far <2121 75 58785 IgJJP 
‘ Advertising Office 63 Long Acre. London WC2. Tel 1 171 1 8364912 Fas: [171 ) 240-2254^ 
un capital de 1.2003)00 F. RCS i Vamerre B 732021126. Commusion Pantaire No. 6133/ |» yT l 

* 1995. hPMmrf/WWw. Anrijfrsnsnved fiSVrfPJLjQg UBSa 


D AVOS. Switzerland — The ques- 
tion of what capitalism is all about is 
subject for debate at the 1996 World 
Economic Forum that opened last 
Thursday in this Swiss resort. Sessions 
discuss the morality of capitalism, the 
moral contract between corporations and 
employers, the environmental costs of 
the quest for competitiveness and the 
effects of growth on social cohesion. 

The title given this year’s confer- 
ence, “sustaining globalization.” 
would seem to preempt the debate, 
since there is in fact an alternative to 
"sustaining” globalization. Globali- 
zation could be braked, or shaped, 
rather than merely sustained, and there 
are many critics of the economic evo- 
lution of the last few years who would 
like to see that happen. They will have 
their influence on this annual meeting 
of international businesspeople with 
academic figures and political leaders. 

The conventional wisdom says cap- 
italism is about the creation of wealth. 
Narrowly defined — as it currently is. in 
the business schools and economics fac- 
ulties — this means return on invested 
capital for the corporation, underwriting 
technological growth and innovation. 

Other concerns, which might be 
grouped as “social return,” have ten- 
ded to be ruled out. or at least dis- 
regarded. These would include growth 
of wealth and well-being for employees, 
and community development and en- 
richment, as well as the currently more 
fashionable environmental concerns. 

The conventional wisdom claims 
that this social return will automatically 
be provided by today's capitalism's 
current emphasis on fiscal return to 
corporations, since in the long term 


By W illiam Pfaff 


the wealth created by globalization, 
downsizing and corporate rationali- 
zation will do good for all men. 

This is a nice theory that defies the 
common sense of any realist's obser- 
vation of how the system actually is 
working today, and how it has worked 
in the past. It is a theory — or, more 
properly, an ideology — that ration- 
alizes much evil and suffering in con- 
temporary society. 

A major theoretical debate is gath- 
ering today that will greatly influence 
capitalism's future. Ostensibly sci- 
entific discussion within the economic 
community takes place in the context 
of a vision of society — implicitly a 
vision of society as a whole, as well 
as of economic society. That vision 
now is shifting. 

The dominant Keynesian economic 
assumptions and expectations of the 
postwar West represented one such vis- 
ion and produced conclusions about the 
obligations of economic actors. Busi- 
ness schools in those years taught the 
doctrine of “corporate citizenship’' or 
“stakeholder capitalism.*' The corpor- 
ation was held to be responsible to all of 
its "stakeholders,” who included the 
employees whose working lives were 
devoted to it and the community in 
which it functioned, which gave the 
corporation its support, and which en- 
acted the laws that gave the modem 
business corporation its peculiar priv- 
ileges and protections. 

In this conception, corporate profit 
was an index of corporate efficiency, 
but profit to the stockholder (or ex- 


ecutive) was assigned no absolute pri- laws in this, as there are unrverea! sci- 
ority over the interests of other stake- entific laws to discover in physics ana 
holders, as usually is the case today, the other “hard” sciences. _ 

But as Robert Reich, the U.S. labor Defenders of the convemuMal eco- 
secretary , has recently noted, the mod- nomic wisdom usually claim omenvise. 
era business corporation is a creation of They purport to “know” that glob- 
law, and if its present structure, im- alization will have . benign con- 
munities and method of taxation tend to sequences, that a universal marketplace 
reward socially, regressive behavior, is not only inevitable but in society s 
the law can be changed. . - best imercsts, and that the present work- 

A new book by Robert Heilbrooer ings of corporate capitalism are gen- 
and William Mflberg. “The Crisis of eraify constructive and contribute to the 
Vision in Modem Economic Thought'’ wealth of nations and the eventual en- 
^ richroent of the individual members of 

__ society. To question the mitii of any of 

JSo one can predict this is. for them, generally to rule one- 

globalisation’s outcome. £25 dSSgs jus as their 

predecessors of the Gilded Age 
(published by the Cambridge Uni- ‘ ‘knew’’ the truth and inevitability of 
versity Press in the United States), ex- their version of laissez-faire econom- 
amines the theoretical challenges that ics, and as the leading economists and 
unseated Keynesianism, first that of economic ministers of Europe after 
monetarism and then those of the cur- World War I “knew” the correctness 
rently dominant “rational expecta- of what they were doing when they 
dons’’ school of economists. adopted policies that a few years later 

Perhaps the most important of the ruined Europe, 
authors' observations, however, is one They did not “know.’’ and we today 
most preachers of the conventional wis- do not know. We know a lot, bur only 
dom today ignore. It is that economics is that. The current wisdom about cap- 
not an exact science (despite the strenu- italism, the globalized marketplace and 
ous efforts of mathematically oriented appropriate corporate behavior is today 
economists to establish it as such). under increasingly severe criticism. As 
Economic behavior is embedded in a a “vision” of society it seems too 
social and political context whose com- narrow, defective in its social and polit- 
plexity. and potentialities, are certainly ical assumptions, lacking a sense of 
subject to scientific analysis but not to history. What can take its place is un- 
comprehe ns i ve and scientifically ob- clear - and will come both from the- 
jective conclusions. There indeed are oretical economics and the practical 
truths to be ascertained about the eco- and political demands of society. But a . 
nomic behavior of men, as there are change unmistakably is on the way. 

about their political behavior, but there International Herald Tribune. 

is oo final Truth. There are no universal © Las Angeles Times Spun care. 


European Monetary Union Is Compatible With Tough Reality 


P ARIS — In the meeting of 
Dec. IS. 1995, in Madrid, 
the European Council solemnly 
confirmed that the single 
European currency would go 
into effect on Jan. 1, 19W. 
Everything seemed in order. 
However, in recent weeks the 
debate has flared up again, call- 
ing into question the goal of 
monetary union. There are 
those who doubt its credibility. 

The debate is justified con- 
sidering that this is the largest 
monetary reform ever under- 
taken, involving at least six or 
seven countries and more than 
170 million people who will be 
trading their national currencies 
for a single currency. 

Justified as this debate may 
be. it is confused. It mixes up the 


By Valery Giscard d’Estaing 

The writer is the former president of France. 


political, monetary and psycho- 
logical aspects of the issue. In 
Older to clarify the problem, we 


should bear in mind that the dis- 
cussion centers around two ques- 
tions: the date the single cur- 
rency will go into effect and the 
conditions that must be fulfilled 
by the participating countries. 

The date issue is settled by 
the Maastricht treaty. It sets two 
dates for monetary union. Jan. 
1, 1997. is the dale it becomes 
possible. Jan. 1, 1999, is the 
compulsory date. 

On Jan. 1. 1997. only one 
state, Luxembourg, will meet the 
conditions to join the monetary 
union. That will be the case for 
neither Germany nor France. 
Hence, monetary union will not 
be possible at that time. 

However, according to the 
terras of the Maastricht treaty, 
monetary union must go into 
effect on Jan. 1. 1999. “for all 
members of the European Un- 
ion that have met the necessary 


conditions for the adoption of a 
single currency.” This dace 
cannot be postponed, as some 
might think, without revising 
the Maastricht treaty, which has 
been approved by parliament or 
ratified by referendum in the 15 
member states. 

Recalling the difficulties of 
ratification, one can imagine 
the virtually insurmountable 
obstacles that would be in- 
volved in renegotiation and an- 
other ratification. Only Den- 
mark and Britain obtained an 
exception clause. 

The political disadvantages 
of postponing the date would be 
considerable. The large states 
of the European Union will ex- 
perience a period of political 
uncertainty starting in 1998. 
General elections will be held in 
both France and Germany. If 
the date is postponed, there is no 
guarantee that the new leaders 
will undertake the commitment 
of implementing monetary uni- 
on. At present. Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, whose presence 
is vital to the success of the 
project, is alone in his convic- 
tions about monetary union. 

More importantly, a deadly 
blow would be dealt to tbe 
process of European integra- 
tion. With the European Union 
facing the challenge of enlar- 
ging to include 10 or 15 more 
countries, delaying monetary 
union would mean opting for 
a loose organization of the 
European continent It would 
mean renouncing the political 
determination for a close-knit 
union with a federal bent, as 


proposed by Jean Monnet and 
Konrad Adenauer. 

The second issue concerns 
tiie conditions to be satisfied by 
states wishing to adopt a single 
currency. Since the project's in- 
ception, these conditions stem 
from die following necessity: 
the idea of convergence. To use 
the same currency, states must 
be in similar economic sit- 
uations, moving toward align- 
ment with each other. Ibis is 
plain common sense. 

The conditions for conver- 
gence, which have been bap- 
tized the “Maastricht criteria” 
by the press, are outlined in fee 
Maastricht treafy. There are 
four the rate of inflation, long- 
term interest rates, the respect 
of limits on exchange rate fluc- 
tuations and no excessive pub- 
lic deficit. The first three con- 
ditions present no major hurdles 
for countries resolved to join the 
monetary union, particularly 
Germany. France and the three 
Benelux countries. Only the last 
condition, that of excessive 
public deficit, is an issue. 

The Maastricht treaty refers 
to a limit on the total public 
deficit of 3 percent of GDP of 
each state. Yet, neither France 
nor Germany will respect this 
limit in 1996. Germany predicts 
a public deficit of 3.6 percent 
of GDP and France's will 
be slightly under 4 percent — 
hence the skepticism in fin- 
ancial circles about the coun- 
tries’ ability to meet the 
Maastricht criteria. 

French and German political 
leaders assert their determina- 


tion to take all the necessary 
budgetary and fiscal measures 
to meet the Maastricht criteria. 
However, a new difficulty has 
emerged: Economic growth has 
slowed in both countries. 
Growth in 1996 will be less than 
1 percent, decreasing revenues 
and increasing defiats. 

Opponents of a single cur- 
rency argue that it will be im- 
possible to meet tbe deadline. 
Gov e r nm ents will not be able to 


It’s possible to 
respect Maastricht 
while alloicingfor 
the negative effects 
of slow growth. 


continue their efforts at redu- 
cing the deficit for fear it win 
exacerbate the tendency toward 
recession. This judgment is pre- 
mature. Fulfillment of the 
Maastricht criteria will not be 
verified for another two years. 
Between now and then, a re- 
covery is possible. 

However, we should not al- 
low ourselves to be boxed in by 
unduly strict adherence to doc- 
trine, as opponents of a single 
currency would like, in tbe hope 
of dashing all prospects for the 
project’s success. Convergence 
does not mean that we must all 
experience the same decrease in 
revenues, or must all take the 
same' measures to grapple with 
an economic slowdown. 

In the first quarter of 1998, 
when the European Council 
must decide winch member 
states meet the necessary con- 


ditions for adopting a single cur- 
rency, it will use Article 104 of 
the treaty. This article leaves 
room for interpretation, specify- 
ing that the public deficit should 
be below a given reference value 
“unless the ratio has decreased 
substantially and constantly, or 
exceeds the reference value tem- 
porarily and exceptionally.” 

I recommend that we bear in 
mind these provisions of the 
treaty. This will prevent the 
fbrmaL application of tbe 
Maastricht criteria from run- 
ning counter to economic cir- 
cumstances. It will especially 
prevent public opinion from be- 
lieving that, in fee name of the 
sacrosanct principles of mon- 
etary union, we want to get 
locked into a downward spiral 
of deflation. 

It is legitimate to reason that 
when the baric public finance 
data meet the Maastricht cri- 
teria. the impact of the econom- 
ic situation experienced by all 
will not be incompatible wife 
convergence and can be con- 
sidered separately from die cri- 
teria. In shot, it is possible to 
respect the Maastricht criteria 
while allowing for the negative 
effects of slow growth. 

I hope the Commission and 
tbe Council are preparing a 
careful and judicious reading of 
the Maastricht treaty for die be- 
ginning of 1998. Given the 
courageous efforts to reduce 
public deficits, this assurance 
will suffice to guarantee to the 
public and fee market s that 
there can be a single currency 
on Jan. 1, 1999. 

Thus, in fee eyes of all, it is of 
our money that Europe will 
be made. 

New Perspectives Quarterly. 


America Must Draw the Line With China on Taiwan — Now 


N EW YORK — The sec- 
retary of stare worked hard 
polishing the speech. He 
wanted it to be his best, to 
sum up his vision of America's 
place in the world, particu- 
larly Asia. 

And it did turn out to be the 
one speech fear will always be 
associated with his career. It is 
remembered because of two 
words he did not speak. 

On Jan. 12. 1950. Secretary 
Dean Acheson said that fee 
U.S. defensive perimeter — 
plainly fee areas where Amer- 
ica would draw the line — 
“runs along fee Aleutians to 
Japan and then goes to the 
Ryukyus.” 

The two words he left out 
were “South Korea" — an ally 
constantly threatened by North 
Korea, a dependency of Com- 
munist China. 

Six months later, fee North 
Koreans attacked fee South — 
and might have anyway. But 
U.S. and Asian historians have 
generally believed feat fee 
omission of those two words 
helped convince fee North 
Koreans that the United States 
would not do much about an 
attack on fee South. 

The speech has served for 
decades as a textbook case of 
how war can start by sliding 
over the threat and not stat- 
ing what the price might be to 
the aggressor. 

Once again, it seems to me, 
fee United States is in danger 
of doing that — this time 
about Communist China's ma- 
niacal threats of a war against 
Taiwan. 80 miles across the 
Taiwan Strait. 

Daily for months now. 


By A. M. Rosenthal 


Beijing has threatened military 
attack against Taiwan. It says 
the leaders of Taiwan are 
plotting to make it independent 
of China. Beijing knows that 
top leaders of Taiwan plan no 
such thing. 

But Taiwan did recently 
carry out the first free national 
election in the history of tbe 
Chinese people and plans an- 
other in March. While not 
demanding independence, the 
Taiwan leadership does ask 

the world to acknowledge it 
as fee separate, thriving reality 
it has become. 

For its freedoms and modest 
international ambitions, Bei- 
jing cannot forgive Taiwan, 
not until it surrenders its mind 
and future. 

Beijing threatens naval 
blockade and says missiles will 
fall every day in Taiwan. 
Already action has been added 
to threat — missile “tests” 
near Taiwan and menacing 
amphibious landings opposite 
Taiwan. 

To the United Stares, which 
would inevitably become in- 
volved in a Chinese-started war 
that neither America nor 
Taiwan wants or incites, China 
offers the usual contempt. 
Beijing passes word that the 
United States is more interested 
in Los Angeles than Taiwan — 
nasty nuclear blackmail. No 
country planning war ever de- 
livered clearer threats than 
China against Taiwan. 

The United States does cau- 
tion Beijing. It says an attack on 
Taiwan would violate U.S. un- 
derstandings with China and 


America's treaty with Taiwan. 
But it is done privately, without 
specifics about what the United 
States might do. 

Washington believes the 
Chinese may be bluffing and in 
any case will not make a direct 
land assault. But Beijing can 
easily cany out other attacks. 

Beijing and the American 
people should know what the 
United States might do if 
Beijing blockaded Taiwan or 
sank its ships or carried out 
daily missile raids. Would the 
United States reply in military 
proportion? Would it cut off the 
trade wife China that finances 
the Chinese Army? 

And can Beijing take Amer- 
ica's whispered, unspecific cau- 
tions seriously if at the same 
time the United States helps 
strengthen fee vast industrial 
empire of the Chinese Army — 
not only through trade but 
through something called “de- 
fense conversion' 7 

The Far Eastern Economic 
Review reports thai Defense 
Secretary William Perry's 
plans for the Chinese to convert 
their arms and nuclear indus- 
tries to civilian use have had 
only one tangible result — “a 
lucrative business deal for 


Letters intended for public- 
ation should be addressed 
"Letters to the Editor" and 
contain the writer's signature, 
name and full address. Letters 
should be brief and Ore subject 
to editing. We cannot be re- 
sponsible for the return of un- 
solicited manuscripts. 


Perry’s friends and a spring- 
board for China's efforts to de- 
velop a modem military com- 
munications system.” 

Representative Floyd 
Spence, chairman of the House 
Committee on National Secur- 
ity, has asked Mr. Perry for 
a reply. 

Like other countries looking 
for trouble. China puts less 
credibility in another country’s 
whispered cautions than it does 
in open statements about the 
cost to be paid. 


So, as long as the United 
States gives neither China nor 
the American people an idea of 
what Washington might do to 
meet military action against 
Taiwan, it increases the pos- 
sibility of war. 

Giving advance warnings of 
consequences is not warmon- 
gering. A? the secretary of state 
and America found out 46 
years ago, it is wiser and safer 
to say fee words than to pencil 
feemouL 

The New York Tones. 


IN OUR PAGES: 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 


1896: French Mint 

PARIS — The French Mint has 
Issued its report for tbe year 
1895. During the last year a 
total number of 21.107346 
gold, silver and bronze pieces of 
French money were struck, with 
a total value of II6,116,930fr. 
In addition, a large quantity of 
money has been made for for- 
eign countries. For In do-China, 
31394,21 lfr. worth of money 
was coined; for Bolivia 
l .OOO.OOOfr. worth; for Greece, 
1300 1 000 fr. worth; for Haiti, 
4,055, 106fr. worth; for Mo- 
rocco. 1,837 ,463 fr. worth. The 
French Mint made a consider- 
able increase on fee manufac- 
ture of preceding years. 

1921: Baby Talk 

CHICAGO — ■ By cradleside or 
by moonlight. Mrs. Evelyn F. 
Houghton, an instructor to chil- 
dren of defective speech in 
grammar schools, is crusading 


for the abolishment of “baby 
talk.” Indulgence by food par- 
ents in the language shit outlaws 
seriously hinders development 
in their children of good speech. 
Mrs. Houghton explained. Ba- 
bies often leam to stutter, stam- 
mer and lisp later in life because 
of “baby talk,” she warned. 

1946: Editorial Return 

PARIS — (The Herald says in 
an Editorial:] Not long ago, there 
was a feeling tfinf fee editorial 


had become stodgy and could 
not c ompete with the more ex- 
citing departments of a -news- 
paper in reader interest. Then a 
change occurred. Recent studies 
show editorial page, readers in- 
creasing. The . mam . fa ctor 
is an increasmgly.connnent-con- 
scious public. Also, more news- 
papers than before are standing 
firm in their convictions. The 


who will stand up for his rights. 
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The Apparatchik Who Lives On 


By Alessandra Stanley 

New York Times Service 


M OSCOW— Stalin's last 
surviving apparatchik 
has made a triumphant 
return to the Kremlin. 
Tikhon Khrennikov. 82, a com- 
poser who in his 40 years at the head 
of the Soviet Composers Union was 
pest known for stifling the great Rus- 
sian composers Shostakovich and 
Prokofiev, did not fade away after 
Communism collapsed. 

Instead, the grandiose music he 
seated for a new ballet, “Napoleon 
Bonaparte,” is being performed to 
sellout crowds at the 6,000-seat 
Kremlin Palace of Congresses, un- 
der the sponsorship of York Inter- 
national Corporation, an American 
manufacturer of air-conditioning 
and heating equipment. 

In one of the stranger twists of 
Russian life, some of the greatest 
dissident artists and writers to have 
survived the Soviet period, including 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn, are ignored 
and even mocked in their newly 
democratic homeland, while some of 
the party faithful they snuggled 
against are serenely reaping the re- 
wards of expediency. 

And few defy the odds of history 
more than Khrennikov, who faithfully 
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For decades, Khrennikov helped make Soviet composers toe the line. 


carried out the policy of artistic re- 
pression established in Stalin's time. 


pression established in Stalin's time, 
and is now seeing his works per- 
formed thanks to the very capitalism 
he spent his career denouncing. 

He is unrepentant about his past 
and buoyant about his future. 

“I was buried in paperwork, 
speeches," be said of the job Stalin 
handpicked him for and which he 
held onto until the Soviet Union, and 
the Composers Union, collapsed in 
1991. 


“Now I am responsible only for 
myself — at last 1 am absolutely 
free." 

His latest work, a lavish, studi- 
ously classical ballet that chronicles 
the rise and fall of Russia’s greatest 
enemy, Napoldon, is being per- 
formed by the Kremlin Ballet in a 
vast concert hail built under 
Khrushchev, and whose walls are 
still encrusted with the Soviet ham- 
mer and sickle. 

Khrennikov devoted much of his 
life to keeping Soviet music free of 
the taint of jazz, " formalism ” and 
avant-garde atonality, and the music 
he composed — sweepingly orches- 
tral and derivative of Tchaikovsky 
— reflects it 

Although he composed hundreds 


of works, ranging from folk music to 
movie scores, symphonies and op- 
eras. Khrennikov is more likely to go 
down in history for his 1948 speech 
attacking “formalism" and the works 
of Shostakovich, Prokofiev and other 
major Russian composes. 

That dulling denunciation set the 
tone for Soviet censure and oppres- 
sion for decades to come. Now, 
Khrennikov says he did not write 
that speech, and that it was thrust into 
h is hands a few hours before he was 
due to speak. “I'd Like to see 
someone get an order from the Cent- 
ral Committee to do something and 
refuse, ” be said “You had to live in 
that atmosphere to understand what 


was going on. 
Khrennikov 


nnikov, who says he still des- 


pises jazz, evinces no regret over his 
past, saying be did what he could 
behind the scenes to help his fellow 
composers. 

‘ ‘Nobody could say no to S talin ,** 
he explained, pulling a finger across 
his neck to mimic the slitting of a 
throat. * ‘I did what I could to help my 
colleagues," he said. “My con- 
science is clear.” 

This is not a view universally 
shared by musicians and music crit- 
ics. 

The cellist Mstislav Rostrop- 
ovich. who fled the Soviet Union in 
1974, now returns fairly frequently 
to Russia to perform — and extend 
his blessings on the. victory over 
Communism. Khrennikov does not 
attend bis concerts. “We were 
friends once," Khrennikov said 
gingerly. “Some people even say I 
helped him make his career. I have 
nothing against him, but we don’t 
speak now.” But Rostropovich’s 
outspoken wife, the opera diva 
Galina Vishnevskaya, paints a 
starkly different picture of Khreo- 
nikov in her autobiography. She de- 
scribes the head of the Composers 
Union as a “clever, scheming 
courtier," who campaigned against 
former mentors, including Shos- 
takovich. 

There are Russians who defend 
Khrennikov. “He helped a lot of 
people at a difficult time,” said 
Eduard Alekseyev, a music scholar 
and a former member of the Com- 
posers Union. But history is unlikely 
to disregard his politics in favor of 
his music. “As a composer, he was a 
nonentity.” said Richard Taraskin, a 
music professor at the University of 
California at Berkeley. “Politically, 
he is an ambiguous figure — he did 
some good and some bad. The ques- 
tion is whether he was forced to." 


rhe Ancient Mystery of a Young Girl 


By Roderick 
Conway Morris 

International Herald Tribune 


OME — In 1993 a 
Jf sarcophagus was un- 
earthed at Vallerano 
- Via Laurentina in 

; south of Rome. It con- 
led the remains of a girl of 
to 18. Despite her young 
:, she had been buried — in 
second half of the second 
itury — with an extraordin- 
• array of exquisitely fash- 
ied gold necklaces, amu- 
«, rings and cameo 
todies, set with emeralds, 
iphires, diamonds, 

etbysts. sardonyx, garnets 
1 other gemstones, amber 
rpins. a large silver hand 
lor. its back decorated with 
elaborate high-relief myth- 
gical scene, and a silver 
flop shell that was prob- 
y a scented-oil container, 
rhese sensational discover- 
have gone on display for 
first time in “The Mystery 
a Young Girl,” an exhib- 
it at the Accademia Valen- 
i on Piazza Mignanefli (just 
Piazza di Spagna). They 
accompanied by a fascin- 
ig gathering together of 
vious finds from girls’ 
ves of the same epoch, un- 
afleled in their suraptuous- 
s by any others from the 
ire Roman period. (The 


show runs till Feb. 18. and will 
then go to the Palazzo Reale in 
Milan and to Verona in the 
summer.) 

Edward Gibbon in “The 
Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire" proclaimed the 
second century “die period in 
the history of die world during 
which the human race was 
most happy and prosperous." 
And the pinnacle of this 
golden age he placed fiimly 
during the tides of Antoninus 
Pius and his adopted son, Mar- 
cus Aurelius, author of die 
famous “Meditations,” 
whose consecutive reigns 
were “possibly the wily peri- 
od in history in which die hap- 
piness of a great people was 
the sole object of govern- 
ment" These years. 138 to 
180 or soon after, are those 
from which these unusual 
graves date. 

During this time wars were 
few and conducted on the re- 
mote frontiers of the empire, 
the benefits of Roman civil- 
ization most visible, and the 
material well-being of people 
throughout Rome’s vast do- 
mains exceptionally high. 
Luxury goods — silks from 
China, rare dyes, spices and 
perfumes from the East ladies. 
India and Egypt — poured 
into Rome. The origins of the 
Young Girl of Vallerano's 
precious stones alone offer a 


revealing glimpse of how. a 
thousand years before Marco 
Polo, precious commodities 
were reaching the West even 
from distant lands on the 
edges of the known world. 
The diamonds in her rings, for 
example, can now be traced 
back to India, the sapphires to 
Sri Lanka and the emeralds to 
Egypt- . , 

A key point of exchange in 
this East-West trade was the 
Syrian oasis city of Palmyra, 
which controlled caravan 
routes to Central Asia and the 
pons of the Gulf. Palmyran 
merchants traveled widely, be- 
ing recorded as far away from 
home as along the banks of the 
Danube, in France and in 
Spain. Some settled in Rome 
where, though they lived as 
naturalized Roman citizens, 
they clearly retained some of 
their Oriental manners and 
practices. It was. according to 
the archaeologist Alessandro 
Bedini. who discovered the 
Vallerano tomb, almost cer- 
tainly families like these drat 
buried these prematurely dead 
girls in such lavish style. 




Along with these dolls have 
been found minute makeup 


boxes, combs and tiny mirrors, 
and in the case of the Via 
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T HE first of these dis- 
tinctive girls' graves 
came to light in the 
late 15th century, but 
all trace of its contents b as 
been lost In 1889, the sar- 
cophagus of a girl named 
Crepereia Tryphaena was 
found with her jewels at Prati 
di CasteUo. and another sim- 
ilar burial at Men tana in 1954. 
Eerily, in this laser case, when 
her tomb was opened the girl’s 
body, in a white tunic, seemed 
perfectly preserved under the 
clear water that filled the sar- 
cophagus. But as soon as the 
water was removed, her re- 
mains disintegrated, leaving 
not even her bones behind. 

In 1964. another rich col- 
lection of jewels turned up in 
die grave of a girl at the llth 
kilometer on Via Cassia. This 
burial also contained a remark- 
able ivory doll, of a kind that 
had already been found in the 
tomb of Crepereia Tryphaena 
and in a grave on Via Valeria 
in Tivoli (the other contents of 
which, save for an amber box. 
have since disappeared). 
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Doll with Empress 
Faustina hairstyle. 


Established Modern and 
Contemporary Gallery 


These dolls, which appear 
ro have originated in Syria, 
although the ones found in 
Rome may well have been 
made locally by emigrant ar- 
tisans, provide, according to 
Bedini, compelling evidence 
both for the dating cf the 
graves and the Palmyran con- 
nection. These sophisticated 
proto-Barbies are anatomic- 
ally female, with developed 
hips and busts, artfully 
provided with articulated 
joints at the shoulders, elbows, 
thighs and knees, and were 
obviously designed to be 
dressed. 

Crepereia Tryphaena’ s doll 
is especially interesting not 
only because of the sensitive 
carving of the facial features, 
but also because her hairstyle, 
the image of that of Marcus 
Aurelius's wife, Faustina, is 
shown in a number of rep- 
resentations of the empress. 


Cassia doll, minuscule gold 
earrings and a wonderful mini- 
ature measuring spoon, pitch- 
er and scallop shell in amber. 
The Tivoli doll was recovered 
still wearing her gold neck- 
lace, bracelets and anklets — 
the last an exotic Oriental 
touch by Roman standards. 

The evidence so far sug- 
gests dial the opulent jewels 
some g iris were buried wear- 
ing did not have any particular 
religious significance, but 
were treasured individual pos- 
sessions. Valuable jewelry, as 
far as we know, was regarded 
by the average Roman as an 
asset and hedge against mis- 
fortune. to be passed on from 
generation to generation, sug- 
gesting that the placing of so 
much wealth in achild’s grave 
would have been generally re- 
garded as a recklessly flam- 
boyant, even ostentatious. 
Eastern practice. 

Equally mysterious is the 
presence of the dolls, which 
were in themselves costly 
products. It is easy to under- 
stand that bereft parents, in 
any age, might wish to bury a 
child with its favorite 
plaything and that adolescent 
girls could have retained an 
affection for such beautiful 
toys, even after they had 
reached an age when they 
were expected, in Saint Paul's 
phrase, to “put away childish 
things.” But as Bedini has 
imaginatively speculated, the 
regularity with which the dolls 
mm up in these burials sug- 
gests that they may well also 
have consciously symbolized 
the children these girls did not 
live long enough to bear. 


THE DROWNING 
ROOM 

By Michael Pve. 251 pages . 
$22.95. Viking. 

Reviewed by 
Jonathan Yardley 


Buyer, all or part interest 
Excellent Los Angeles location 
Owner retiring 
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COLLECTORS 


ANTIQUES 


Spink 
deal in 


buy and Mil Japanm *nl*<*»raof 
Itn Edo and MoJji Panodr 
e mw*. jspaw* 

{Min ewiMY WtMjli } 

VMG CRAKES ANTIQUES. LTD. 

1050 Second Av'l’uC. *55 

Mm Ynf» N t I00K> 

H I2I.T2M r *' OI3VK'' Wl 


English Paintings and Walncoloure 
Oriental. Asian and Islamic An 
Tcxtifcs ' Medals and Militaiia 
Coins • Bullirm ■ Banknotes 


SPINKI 


SPtMCiMlMin ' AilTMVitt 
SIJAMII*. IMMHJS. 

I Vi! AM) Wit *A I hi lil7l--iTi7lO« 
JiJj.yjihtti 


Friday, Fe bruary 16, 1996 

Room 6 at 2:<Xi p.m. -. Mrs. IV Oil lest ion :imJ others. FAR 
EASTERN ART. CHINESE CERAMICS In »ni the DjTCimit-. t if: 
TAN G -SONG -MING- KANGX1 and QIAN LONG < i‘>h century l. 
JAPANESE and various idwr CERAMICS - PREClOl : S STONES - 
LAQUER WARE - IVORY and WOODEN INKO NETS! IKE - 
KOZIFKA and KIZF.RUZUTSU - JAPANESE ARMS - PAINTED 
ENAMELS - BRONZE .SCULPTURES - WOOD SCULPTURES - 
PAINTINGS - FOLDING SCREENS - FURNTnUE - IXXTIMENTS. 
On view ai Pmur*. n«*n 6. Tliurj*by February IS. limn 11 a nt. 
Ill (i pm anil Friday February Ift. tawn (1 am. m n.»>n Etude 
TAJ AN, <7. me cfc-N Maihuntw. 7 *hjh PARIS. Tel.: (1» V 5» 50 50 

Fax: f I > S3 jh 30 .41. 

In NEW YORK nk.-a.se o’nUir.l Kutty Mnsunmuge & O*. lnt Iri 
Eatf fiScfi ntvl-l fifth ffc«>r. N.Y. V*i2I W* w: 02> “57 .« 'F * 
757 3 K 13 - Fax; <212 J Hnl 1-i \t. 


X interesting book is a me- 
lange of history and fiction, 
albeit with the emphasis most 
heavily on the Latter. 

It is historical fact that a 
woman named Gretje Rey- 
l niers moved from Amster- 
1 dam to the Dutch colony at 
New Amsterdam in the first 
1 half of the 1 7th century, and 
i that during her life there she 
! was known as a whore, made 
irreverent utterances in public 
| and was banished from Man- 
hattan, to which she eventu- 
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Primitive red earthenware figures from the Bajaur Valley in Pakistan. 


The Great Auction War 

Have the French Lost Out for Good? 


International Herald Tribune 

P ARIS — Is Ranee losing fee great 
international auction battle for good? 
It looks increasingly feat way. If tins 
should turn out to be the case, it will be 
a matter ofdc^J regret, not just for the French, 
but for fee collecting world at large. That 
would result in a de facto world-auction 
do mini on run from London and New York, 
and monopolies, even is tandem, are un- 
healthy. 

Joel Marie Miflon, president of the Paris 
Chamber of Auctioneers, held a press con- 
ference on Thursday evening to comment on 


SOURENMEUOOAN 


last year’s performance and announce 
planned reforms. Paris art sales added up to 
2.3 billion francs ($450 million), down 7 
percent from 1994. The poor showing, blamed 
by MUlon on the Paris strikes (windt indeed 
kept many foreigners away) and two elections 
in the year, spells trouble fra- the precariously 
balanced finances of Drouot, which is be- 
coming too expensive to run far its turnover. 

But that is nothing compared wife what is 
looming on the horizon. Mlfloa announced feat 
France will be opening up to allow European 
Union nationals to bold auctions as of January 
1998, subject to unspecified conditions (this is 
France, you see). It will no longer be necessary 
to be a commissaire priseur. 

In a face-saving proviso, the sacrosanct 
monopoly of French auctioneers who are ju- 
diciary officers, appointed by die Ministry of 
Justice, will be upheld concerning sales that 
take place following a court order. A com- 
mittee appointed by the government is to work 
out a project, and a bill should be submitted to 
the National Assembly in the fall. Do such 
technicalities matter? Not a lot, even for the 
French. The die is already cast. • 

Even if it gets rid of fee straitjacket of long- 
outdated regulations that go back to a 1556 
royal edict updated by Napoleon when he was 
still a consul, France will keep paying fee price 
of a structure that ehminated real competition 
and has left it ill-prepared to confront its highly 
efficient Anglo-Saxon rivals. Right now there 
are 107 auctioneers, organized — if that is the 
word — wititinziofewertfaan70aiictiooeermg 
offices. Their real training is in law. not in 
business or fee art market. To this day, they are 
bound by regulations banning them from seek- 
ing out clients and gagged by other regulations 
banning personalized advertising. 

Indeed, most could. barely afford advert- 
ising other than, in die weekly Gazette de 
1’Hdtel Drouot, which makes it mandatofy 
reading for anyone remotely interested in 
buying at auction. Many have never set foot in 
a London or a New York auction bouse. They 
will be at a severe disadvantage in the forth- 
coming showdown. 


dealers, as seen by the Anglo-Saxon world, 
even though it does not look down upon com- 
merce in contrast to the Ftench. This is called a 

“conflict of interest.” 

To anyone but, a p p ar ently, the French ju- 
diciary, die mere thought of an expert as- 
sessing one day the merits and financial value 
of an item, and silting another day at the sale to 
buy it wife a view to reselling it, seems very 
bizarre. On the other hand, die French do not 
have fee resource of turning to their own 
museum people. These are banned by stat- 
utory law from giving opinions feat could have 
a commercial incidence, even to private art 
owners. Add tint auction professionals rarely 
manage fluency in English, now the language 
of international academic intercourse and pub- 
lishing, and they are in fra a rough time. 

On the other hand, if die French auction 
system should ultimately flounder, something 
very precious would be lose Wife all its faults 
and disorganized character — some would 
say thanks precisely to that — French auctions 
often retain a certain flavor of spontaneity 
sadly missing in London or New York. 

On Wednesday, Miflon was conductmg an 
unassuming sale ofFar Eastem art, wife a slim 
catalogue, “in the presence of BertrandBany, 
expert” Henry deals in Japanese ait from a 
booth in fee Village Suisse. This was die first 
auction sale in which he appeared as an expert, 
and he had entirely built it up. Of the 187 lots. 


the sale charge, 10.84 percent. The main reas- 
ons seem obvious. Many pieces woe over- 
estimated and quite a few were of no interest 
whatsoever. 


Y ET, to a collector, dial sale held an 
irresistible appeal. nat least because 
it included at the beginning 10 ob- 
jects of akind never seen in Western 
auctions gray earthenware vessels de- 
scribed as Indus Valley potteiy dating from 
the second half of the fehti mfllennium B.C. 
Produced by an otherwise elusive culture, 
feey can be admirable. But eariy undecorated 
pottery is rarely expensive and if unfamiliar il 
can sell for a song. 

A tall beaker, tapering sightly before break- 
ing into a sudden flare, ^ wife an overhang at fee 
top, was knocked down at 700 francs to a 
collector. Another collector bought a soph- 
isticated chalice on a tall stem knocked down at 
1,000 francs. 

Then came a group of primitive red earth- 
enware figures from the Bajaur Valley in 
Pakistan wife expressionists cartoonlike 
faces. Never seen at auction eifeer, these went 
for prices ranging from 2^00 to 2,800 francs. 
Most of the bigger lots of Buddhist sculpture 
from Pakistan, damaged and very highly es- 
timated, faded, and later, Chinese sculpture 
crashed wife a thud. 

One or two inexpensive and delightful 
pieces could be seen. A tiny bowl, subtly 
decorated wife two primus twigs under the 
motley brownish-black glaze favored under 
fee Song dynasty, is ofa type dear to fee heart 
of the Japanese who call it “temmoku.” 
They would not have touched this one — a 
anal! repair to the glaze is visible on the 
underside. It went to a private buyer who 
could not repress a grin as the hammer came 
down on a 3.100-franc bid. 

Minuscule events such as tins invariably 
attract a host of smafl collectors' who buy fra 
pleasure, to live wife the objects, not to investor 
parade. This is the last flicker in Europe of an 
age-old relationship to art, enjoyed by people 
wife modest means, that was inseparable from 
its ; living culture, now virtually lost in Britain 
arid the United Stales. It would be well worth 
preserving where it survives, if. there is fee 
slightest chance. 


T HE problem of ait expertise is an- 
other tough nut to crack. In London 
and New York, in-house specialists 
do the job and turn to recognized 
ex pens in museums or academe when special 
problems arise. The French auctioneers, so 
prone to boast the independence from sordid 
commercialism that their legal status sup- 
posedly ensures, mm to advisers dubbed “ex- 
perts" who, nine times out of ten are, lo and 
behold, dealers in the field. 

This is not altogether without foundation. 
Experienced dealers, like collectors of long 
standing, often are fee best connoisseurs when 
it cranes to authenticating or even assessing 
quality and artistic merit — if they get it^ wrong, 
they stand to lose their stake, unlike curators 
who simply waste the taxpayer’s money. 
Unfortunately, there is a.big problem wife 


BOOKS 


ally returned. But almost 
everything else in “The 
Drowning Room” is fee 
product of Michael Pye's in- 
vention; it is entirely as per- 
suasive as die slender thread 
of historical truth from which 
be weaves his story. 

The title of fee novel comes 
from a question posed by 
Gretje to Anthony fee Turk, 
whom in time she will many, 
while they are both young and 
still living in Holland. 
“What's fee most terrible 
thing you know?” she asks, 
to which he replies: "There’s 
a room in the prison. . . . They 
take murderers there. It’s 
down in the cellars, under the 
level of the water. They open 
a sluice, and die water comes 

in. They leave you there. 

There’s a pump, and either 
you work it or you drown. 
You get tired, your muscles 
won't work, and the water 
comes up over the pump, and 
you have to dive down to save, 
your life and you drown 
pumping." . . 

Gretje finds this image hor- 
rifying: “She could taste his 
terror and in it she saw at last 


what kept the streets straight 
and tire city ordered, what 
guaranteed civility among 
the ruffed and starched 
gentry. She always knew 
there must be some such 
secret tiring.” 

Her own life, as it turns out 
is a constant passage back and 
forth between these, two 
worlds: fee civilized one and 
the rough underworld of 
crime, violence and fear. 

She marries twice, walking 
away from her first husband; 
fee second, Anthony, has just 
died as this story opens and 
fee reverberations of his 
death echo, down to tire last 
page. She is a bawdy woman, 
yet she is also a haunted one, 
tom between memory 
madness, recalling her trans- 
gressions and failures wife a 
mixture of grief and defiance. 
"Gretje doesn't know the an- 
swers to her life.” py c writes; 
"she just lives it.” 

‘‘The Drowning Room” is 

one woman’s story, a study in - 
psychology and a historical 
novel. It is successful on all 
three counts. 

Gretje is a convincing wo- 


man whose emotional life is 
far more com- 

plex than her rough exterior 
would suggest; she is hardly 

die whore with a heart of gold. 

but she is subject to doubts 
and fears feat beset most of 
us, and tiros is human on a 
scale, wife which we can con- 
nect 

As historical fiction "The 
Drowning: Room” is espe- 
cially solid and convincing. 
To say as a reviewer on the 
other side of the Atlantic did 
feat it “rescues the good 
name of a genre badly un- 
dermined” is perhaps feo 
large a claim to be sustained 
by so slender a volume as this, 
but there is more toad a gram 

of truth to it. 

Michael. Pye. captures in 
earthy detail ' the muck "and 
mire of , both., the old i.and_ 
new Aznsterdams*arid the oc- 
casional flickerofg^taswelL 
He reminds us feat at its best 
historical fiction, is' another 
way of telling Msraiy/and a 
wholly, legitimate one, . 


Jonathan Yardley is on the 
staff afjhe Washington Post. 
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Planemakers Head 
For Asia’s Markets 


ASIA/PACIFIC 


Reuters 

.S^TORE-Ws biggest 

^ show opens here next wee^SiS 

top aerospace and defense compan- 
nsjsmang for a slice of one of the 

lLw expected to display bard-sdl 
tactics by companies ofiferingaranire 

Anjcritan B-2 
St^ bombers and Belgian night- 
ana thfiimal-vreirvt imnnU. 


i 000 c “ n P«“es from 
mme than 30 countries aim to make 
uRarpresence felt at the show. 

Civilian pla n e m a k ers such as 
ttoemg Co. and its rival Airbus In- 
dustrie, the European consortium, 
?“L m 5 ,tai y aircraft manufacturers 
^from the United States, Britain, 
mm? and Russia will be at the air 
show s Ch a n gi site to display their 
hardware. 

Lockheed Martin Corp., McDon- 
nell Douglas, British Aerospace and 
Dassault Aviation of France are ex- 
pected to show upgraded versions of 

their fighter aircraft at the show. 
k^Asian countries, beLped by their 

ous opportunities for both military 
and civilian sectors, analysts said. 

They said Asian states were either 
building up or re-equipping their 
armed forces to help protect the re- 
sources fueling their prosperity. 

“The region of Southeast Asia is 
(me of the last in the world where 
defense buckets continue to expand 


in the post-Gold War era," Derek da 
Uunha of Singapore's Institute of 
South East Asian Studies said. 

“Between the years 2005 and 
2010, the ASEAN armed forces will 
deploy a formidable array of hard- 
ware. the most notable aspects of 
which being submarines and fixed- 
wing aircraft,'’ he said. 

By then, he said, the airforces of 
me current seven members of the 
Association of South East Asian Na- 
if rS«\ 00,11(1 have a total of nearly 
1,000 planes, 20 percent more than 
their current total. 

The seven ASEAN members are 
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand 
and Vie tnam. 

In the civilian sector, die Singa- 
pore show follows major orders by 
top Asian airlines, led by Singapore 
Airlines Ltd. and Malaysian Airline 
System Bhd_ in the past weeks. 

Singapore Airlines ordered 77 
state-of-the-art Boeing 777 aircraft 
valued at $12.7 billion, while 
Malaysian Airlines took IS Boeing 
777s and 10 Boeing 747-400s val- 
ued at $4 billion as part of their fleet 
expansion program. 

The Singapore air show ranks third 
in importance after the Paris show 
and Britain’s Fambcrough air show. 

“We are very targeted," Timmy 
Law, director of Asian Aerospace 
Pte^ the show's organizer. * ‘Five or 
six of the weald’s most profitable 
airlines are in die Asia-Pacific re- 
gion. These airlines have the money 
to upgrade their equipment.” 


Does Indonesia 
Need Nuclear? 

Safety Concerns Cloud Plans 


Singapore Air Adding Cargo Jets 

Ca^MedbfOwSuffFrmDbpndwa 

SINGAPORE — Singapore Airlines LM. increased to passenger load in 
1995, bat (he air-freight business remained difficult, its chief said Friday, 
even as the company announced that it was expanding its carrier fleet. 

‘ 'Passenger load rectors are up one to two percentage points, and it looks 
like they’ll bold up," the managing director of the flag carri er, Cheong 
Choong Kong, said. “But the cargo business continues to be tough." 

Aspokesman far the carrier said it expected to announce its December load 
factors next week. Load factors essentially measure how full flights are. 

Hie airline took delivery of its fourth Boeing 747-400 Mega Ark 
freighter in August and by March 1997 will have six of the planes, said 
Huang Cheng Eng, the airline's director of cargo. 

“Weplan to increase the mnnbcr of R-747 frei gh ters to seven or eight by 
the end of the decade," Mr. Hoang said. (Bloomberg, AFP) 


By Michael Richardson 

hoenumonal Herald Tribune 

SINGAPORE — Why is In- 
donesia — a member of the Or- 
ganization of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries and one of the 
world’s largest producers of nat- 
ural gas — seriously considering 
a plan to establish a major nuclear 
power industry? 

Djali Ahimsa, director-general 
of the National Atomic Energy 
Agency, said in Jakarta this week 
that recent studies had proposed 
starting with a 1,800-megawan 
plant to generate electricity, 
rather than an 800-megawart unit 
suggested earlier. 

He said the agency hoped con- 
struction could begin in 1998 or 
1999, with the plant becoming op- 
erational between 2004 and 2007. 

Consisting of three 600-mega- 
wan generators or two 900-mega- 
watt generators, the plant would 
be the first of 12 nuclear power 
plants to be built at a cost of more 
than $17 billion along the north- 
ern coast of Java, Indonesia's 
mam island, and possibly in 
nearby Bali as well. 

Java accounts for more than 60 
percent of Indonesia's population 
of 190 million and 80 percent of 
its energy consumption. 

Demand for electricity on Java, 
where the country’s major dries 
and industrial centers are located, 
is growing more than 10 percent a 
year. 

Most of the demand is met by 
power stations that bum oil, gas or 
coaL 

The Indonesian nuclear power 
lobby, led by Jusuf Habibie, the 
research and technology minister, 
says the country is set to become a 
net importer of oil by the end of 
the decade or soon afterward and 
that gas should continue to be ex- 
ported to earn foreign exchange. 

Environmentalists say this ar- 


gument overlooks the fact that 
Indonesia has abundant reserves 
of coal, although ft, too. is being 
extensively exported. 

But their main concern is safety: 
Java and Bali are prone to earth- 
quakes and have active volcanoes. 
The site proposed for the first nuc- 
lear plant is near a dormant volcano 
chi Mourn Mini a. 440 kilometers 
(275 miles) east of Jakarta. 

Evidently reflecting such con- 
cern, Environment Minister Sar- 
wono Kusumaatmadja said it was 
“premature" to say the cabinet 
had made a final decision to es- 
tablish a nuclear power industry, 
as an environmental impact study 
for the first plant had yet to be 
submitted to the government. 

Emmy Hafild, speaking for the 
Indonesian Environmental For- 
um. said the authorities had re- 
fused to sanction a public debate 
on nuclear issues, including the 
risk of accidents from poor man- 
agement or natural disaster. 

Referring to critics of nuclear 
power, Mr. Habibie sai± “If we 
listen to them, we can’t develop 
our country, the plan will go ahead 
because we still lack electricity.” 

As with many key decisions in 
Indonesia, President Suharto's 
view will be the decisive one — 
and he has not yet made his po- 
sition dear. 

In May, the president said that 
“starting now, we have to make 
careful preparations to pave the 
way for use of nuclear power to 
meet our needs for energy in the 
future." But be noted that there 
were risks involved, especially of 
radioactive leakage. 

Ronald E. Hagen, an energy spe- 
cialist at the East- West Center in 
Hawaii, said that although the In- 
donesian government had discour- 
aged internal criticism of the nuc- 
lear power option, “die program’s 
future is uncertain given the coun- 
try’s many other power sources." 


Rupee Falls 
To New Low; 
Stocks Rally 


Ctmpdrdbi Our Stuff From Daparhn 

NEW DELHI — The rupee fell 
Friday to a new low against die 
dollar despite efforts by India’s 
central bank to stop the slide. 

Traders said heavy demand for 
dollars continued to outweigh 
sporadic dollar sales by the Reserve 
Bank of India, pushing die U.S. cur- 
rency up to around 36.80 rupees. 

They added thai the outlook for 
the rupee remained bleak despite re- 
peated statements by Indian officials 
thru current dollar levels were not 
justified by the economic situation. 

Dealers agreed that the heavy de- 
mand for dollars had been prompted 
by the central bank's failure to in- 
tervene strongly to protea die cur- 
rency. Meanwhile, heavy buying by 
foreign funds lifted India's depressed 
bourses this week, but brokers said 
Friday the falling rupee could curtail 
die rally. 

The Bombay Stock Exchange's 
Sensitive Index rose 5.7 percent Fri- 
day to close at 3,172.83, up 12 per- 
cent for the week. Traders said the 
rally had farced short-sellers to buy 
shares to cover their positions. 

Analysts said the turnaround was 
due to a spillover of funds into low- 
priced emerging markets from U.S. 
stocks, which are at record highs. 

“It makes sense for fund man- 
agers to book p rofits in high-priced 
U.S. stocks and put pat of the money 
into cheaper emerging markets," 
said Nikesh Shah, research head at 
N.H. Securities in Bombay. “In dian 
stocks are very attractive because 
they are very, very cheap." 

Analysts said only a few foreign 
funds were active buyers of Indian 
stocks, but their ranks could swell. 
“For the huge flush to happen, 1 
think we need to wait until the end of 
die first quarter," said Ramnath Iy- 
er, a strategist with Peregrine India. 

But some dealers said they ex- 
pected foreign buying to ease be- 
cause of the sliding rupee. 

“It's not very comforting, " stud 
Vi jay Bhatia of the brokerage 
Pashupati AdvanL 4 ‘People will ask, 
‘Why now? Why not wait?’ ’’ 

(AP. Knight-Ridder, Reuters) 
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Very brief lys 

• An Indian parliamentary committee found an $8 million 
discrepancy between expenses shown by Enron Corp.’s 
Indian affiliate and those shown by the federal Power Min- 
istry, according to press reports. Enron’s Indian power project 
was cleared by Maharashtra state after almost a year's delay 
when the U.S. company agreed to reduce project costs. 

• South Korea's trade deficit in January rose 67 percent from 
a year earlier, to $1 .92 billion, the largest monthly deficit in four 
years, largely on gains in imports of aircraft and petroleum. 

• Bosch-Siemens Hausgerate GmbH, a joint venture of 
Siemens AG and Robert Bosch GmbH, formed partnerships 
in China with two local companies to make and sell re- 
frigerators, ovens and related appliances. 

• British Airways PLC will end a 14-year ticketing and 
reservations contract in Thailand with tnchcape PLC on 
April I to make way for a joint services agreement with 
Qantas Airways Ltd. of Australia. 

• China Central Television is about to sign a deal giving die 
Australian broadcasting executive Kerry Packer access to 
China, according to newspaper reports. 

• Jingwei Textile Machinery Co., a Chinese stare-owned 
company, rose 7.8 percent in its first day of trading on the 
Hong Kong Stock Exchange. 

• The Philippines raised oil prices 9 percent, or an average of 

55 centavos (2 cents) a liter. afx. Bloomberg 
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MKST COLUMN 

Location, 

Location, 

Taxation 

T HE ancient joke in real estate is 
fliat the three most important 
criteria for selecting an invest- 
mwit are. location, location and 
vocation. Oh an international JeveL 
however, it is slightly more complicated 
than that At the risk of overdoing the 
jnetoncal (fcvice of repetition, there are at 
toast two other vital factors far investors 
to consider, taxation. Taxation, taxation 
and currency, currency, currency. 

_ The interaction of the financial and the 
fiscal can be devastating, as at least one 
American couple found out. They had 
the misfortune to bay a property in Bri- i 
tain when the dollar was relatively weak. 

took the currency rate on offer, 
lived in their house and saw its sterling 
value soar. Come the time to move 
home, they realized a tidy profit — in 
pounds, that is. Unfortunately, foe dollar 
had risen to near-parity with sterling by 
then, so more pounds actnally bought 
diem fewer dollars. In other words, they 
had made a dollar loss and a pound g^m 
Their misery was compounded by the 
UJC tax authorities’ sending them a tax 
Ml for their “gain.” 

The moral of the story — as they now 
acknowledge — is that they should have 
taken proper tax advice. 


As Equity Bull Market Ebbs, Tide Turns in Favor of REITs 


By Judith Rehak 

E nthusiasts of real estate 
investment trusts in the United 
States are feeling frustrated — 
and you can hardly blame them. 
As a group, equity REITs had a healthy 
total return of 15.27 percent in 1995, 
according to the National Association of 
Real Estate Investment Trusts. But they 
were baidly noticed in fee spectacular 
bull market of 1 995, where the Standard 
& Poor’s 500 soared 34.1 1 percent and 
U-S. Treasury bonds returned an av- 


Real Estate Investment Trusts 

Equity Rate vs. the SAP 500 index. Total reinvested return, %. 


I I Equity Reits 9 S&P 500 


But wife market forecasters now 
warning investors that the stock market 
is unlikely to turn in a repeat perform' 
ance in 1996, REIT analysts say it is 
time for their overlooked sector to 
shine. 

While the stock market is up 10 per- 
cent to 12 percent in a typical year, “I 
see REITs generating an average 15 
percent total return in 1996, and. that 
could stack up pretty favorably,” says 
Louis Taylor, an analyst with Prudential 
Securities. 

REITs are publicly traded companies 
that own and manage real estate prop- 
erties ranging from apartment com- 
plexes and shopping mails to hotels and 
industrial paries. Some specialize in spe- 
cific sectors and geographic locations, 
while others own a mix of holdings in 
various regions. 

The Internal Revenue Service re- 
quires REITs to pay out 95 percent of 
their operating income, which generally 
comes from rents, to their investors in 
older to avoid paying corporate income 
taxes. 

Kevin Comer, who follows the sector 
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for Bankers Trust, thinks that REITs 
will prove a good defensive investment 
in 1996. “They're less volatile than the 
overall market, and they’re similar to 
utilities, tut wife fee major distinction 
that they have a much more attractive 
growth potential,'' he says. 

Mr. Comer expects REIT earnings to 
grow about 9 percent this year, com- 
pared with 3 percent to 4 percent for 
utilities, plus offering a dividend yield 
that is likely to outperform most com- 
petitors. 

Last year, REITs yielded about 7.7 
percent across fee entire industry, com- 
pared with 23 percent for the S&P 500, 
and 5.7 percent for the Dow Jones utility 
average. 

But picking the winners from the 178 
equity REITs currently available in- 


Eastern Europe: Cheap at 10 Times the Risk 


By Conrad de Aenlle 


A very brief fa'stary ofprivate 
property limits — and a much 
longer history of cossacks, 
communists, Nazis and other 
uninvited gmests forcing people from 
their homes — means that property 
holders in EastemEoropedonotfeel fee 
same security of ownerahip as those in 
fee West, no matter what a deed might 
say. • ' ' ' ’ '■ " v ';" ■ ' 

But because of this, prospective buy- 
ers — Western employees on assign- 
ment, citizens returning home from 
abroad or speculators who can stand 
some risk — stand to benefit from prices 
feat are not cheap, yet are still quite 
reasonable, especially when compared 
wife rental rates. < • 

“The relationship between rental and 
purchase rates is still attractive,” said 
Philip Hudson, a senior partner in Jones 
Estate, a firm based in Kiev that spe- 
cializes in property investment in Eastern ‘ 
Europe, hi some markets, fee purchase 
price of residential dwellings is just three 
times the annual rent In targe western 
cities, the multiple can be 10 or more. 

“If yon want to bay; refurbish and 
hold a property, you can gent all back in 
two to three years and you’re still hold- 


ing the property,” Mr. Hudson re- 
marked. “It’s still possible to get super 
values here.” 

fa Ukraine, for instance, a property of 
200 square meters, or 1,170 square feet, 
in need of refurbishing to bring it up to 
Western standards can run $50,000 to 
$80,000. An additional $30,000 to 
$40,000 will then have to be spent to 
whip the place into shape. 

That doesn't sound like much of a 
bargain for a residence embedded in the 


Kiev and Warsaw reflects the difference 
in the collective opinion of buyers and 
renters of the potential risks and rewards 
in the two markets. The former is seen as 
less stable, and so less worth making a 
long-term investment 
fa Poland or Russia, a foreigner can 
own a building bin must lease fee land it 
sits on. And because of the peculiarities 
of the law in some parts of the region, the 
practice is for foreigners to set up a 
company .feat then buys fee property. If 
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volves assessing a host of variables. 
Analysts typically monitor regional and 
local economic conditions, population 
flows, employment levels, and the sup- 
ply of real estate in a given geographic 
area. 

Two vital parts of th e valuation are 
the quality of the REIT's management 
team, one that should own shares in the 
company, and fee level of debt on the 
company’s balance sheet. 

Though investors often buy REITs 
for their above-average yields, analysts 
warn feat it is a mistake to chase ex- 
tremely generous dividends. “Ifyouget 
much above 10 percent, you need to 
question what you 're buying," says Mr. 
Comer. “Typically those feat have the 
highest are in jeopardy of being re- 
duced." Most of the professionals 
prefer a more modest 7 percent to 8 
percent dividend payout, coupled with 
good earnings growth potential to boost 
the share price. 

Right now some of the most favored 
REITs are active in fee Southeast of the 


United States, one of fee strongest 
growth areas in the country. Analysts 
say that this where expanding job mar- 
kets are attracting new population and 
creating demand for housing. 

“We like Gables Residential, an 
apartment REIT that is focused on cities 
like Houston. Nashville and Atlanta,” 
says Jeff Helton, an analyst with 
PaineWebber. the New York brokerage. 
“In Houston, for example, apartment 
occupancies are basically fall, and 
they're getting rent increases feat are 
better than inflation rales." He expects 
Gabies to have a total return of at least 
14 percent, and possibly as high as 20 
percent, this year. 

Mr. Coiner of Bankers Trust also 
likes the Southeast, where he favors 
Crocker Realty Trust a new RETT feat 
invests in suburban office parks around 
thriving Sunbelt cities like Atlanta and 
Raleigh. North Carolina. 

In a different geoeconomic play, sev- 
eral pros are betting on Spieker Prop- 
erties, which owns office and industrial 
space in California and fee Pacific 
Northwest, a region which only now is 
recovering from the recession. 

“It’s my top pick,*’ says Mr. Taylor 
of Prudential “Their economy is pick- 
ing up steam, and it’s benefiting from 
demand for space from technology 
firms." 

Also boosting Spieker's prospects, he 
adds, is the difficulty of getting building 


permits in a region where environment- 
alists are strong. Spieker pays a 63 
percent dividend, and Mr. Taylor's tar- 
get price for fee shares, now trading 
around 525, is 528 to $30. 

Sometimes. however, REITs do not 
focus on buildings. 

Robert Benson, manager of the Pi- 
oneer Real Estate Shares fund, seeks 
niche opportunities like National Golf 
Properties, which buys “mom and 
pop” golf courses at attractive prices, 
improves the grounds and amenities, 
and then raises greens fees. 

“It's been overlooked by analysts, 
but they have strong operating funds, 
and the people who run it are involved in 
golf themselves," he says. The stock's 
current yield is around fee 6 percent 
level. 

As For what to avoid, analysts are 
unanimous in warning investors away 
from REITs associated with the battered 
U3. retailing sector, which has seen a 
rash of bankruptcies and suffered an- 
other blow from dismal Christmas 
sales. 

“Stay away from malls with ‘big 
box’ tenants." Mr. Comer says, refer- 
ring to the giant warehouse-style stores 
feat are often fee major tenants in a 
shopping center. "We see an industry 
shakeout coming in the superstore 
format, and they won’t all survive." 

Real estate experts are especially un- 
easy about Kmart, a discount retailer 
wife some 500 stores in malls, because 
of fee parent company's widely pub- 
licized financial difficulties. “If you 
have a Kmart and it goes dark, you have 
a real problem." observes Mr. Helton of 
PaineWebber. 

For those who like fee idea of tapping 
into real estate, but find selecting a 
RETT too daunting, there has been a 
veritable population explosion in U.S. 
mutual funds specializing in fee sector. 
Lrpper Analytical Services Inc., fee 
New York-based fund data group, 
tracks 30 such vehicles, up from 1 0 two 
years ago. Some of these funds invest 
exclusively in REITs, and there are oth- 
ers feat also buy related companies like 
borne construction firms and mortgage 
banks. 


The Money Report is edited 
bv Martin Baker 


fanner Soviet Union, but the rent that - land ownership is a touchy legal matter. 


can then he charged is downright ex- 
orbitant — indeed higher than just about 
any world capital, except Tokyo, Mr. 
Hudson pointed out. 

The rents are not as usurious in the 
markets closer to Western Europe. Mi- 
chael Hodges, the partner in charge of 
Central and East European operations 
for Jones Lang Wootton, an interna- 
tional firm of real estate agents and 
surveyors, said feat if the residence 
above were in Warsaw, fee purchase 
(nice would run between $100,000 and 
$150,000. Figuring a typical rent of 
$2300 a month, the sale price is up to 
five times fee annual rent 

“Prices are as high as they have at 
any stage since the market was de- 
veloped." Mr. Hodges noted. 

The discrepancy between the ratios in 


Mr. Hudson added, the reason is that 
“people bad a lot of problems wife land 
because fee state owned it Freeing up 
that system was quite a political hot 
potato.” 

It was nowhere hotter than in the 
Balkans. In Croatia, "the idea in fee 
early years was to sell whatever prop- 
erty there was to the people who lived 
there," said an American journalist who 
spent two years there covering fee war. 

“Then they decided to give people 
wife Croatian passports priority. Croa- 
tia was a unique situation because there 
were so many expatriates who wanted to 
come back to buy property." 

Bargain-hunters take note: The gov- 
ernment is said to be considering privat- 
izing the ancient and beautiful city of 
Dubrovnik, including its housing. 
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insurance for people working or living overseas. 
Its International Health Plan offers a wide range 
of options for different needs and budgets, with 
annual cover up to £.1000,000. 

For hnroedjatf! cover call anytime day at night 


44 (0) 1323 432002 


and ask for extension 6540 
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wife you at every step 



PPP healthcare 


Send to. PPP healthcare, 
Phillips house, Crescent 
Road. Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent TNI 2 PL England. 
Or fax to: 

44(0) 1892 503189. 


< &sa| I tm 1 SuuidiinJ Ofukm. Ara WmUuitle txduArng USA t? Canada. 
Agc3o34ynm. 
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YES 1 would like to know more about the International 
Health Plan from PPP healthcare. 

Please send me further details. □ 

TITLE: MrD MrsD Miss □ Ms □ DrO Other 

SURNAME- 

FORENAME: 

DATE OP BIRTH; : 

Intenutkmal Health Plan from PPP healthcare is specifically designed for 
expatriates. Nan- espantetei omy apply HJhJect to aav applicable governing 
bws or exchange control regulations. 
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ADDRESS: 


COUNTRY: 


TEL NO. 

FAX NO 

CURRENT SCHEME 
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What $50,000 and a Quarter Century Can Bring: A Tale of 6 Cities 


vidxaTs u 0/1 indim This month a simitar Seacliff Man- 
sc ^ ames °nfy— signs apartment has come on the market 
Money ^ lis . yveek The at 12.8 million dollars, or $1.6 million at 

mitment ofSSOMO^S^ a com ' *« current fixed exchange rate of 7.80 

wcnddbewortti^’J! 1 ^- ^ years °$ 0 ' dollars to SI — a spectacular rise for 
wotua t>e worth today w six major cities, local and foreign invwcB alike. 

The dizzying appreciation is not lim- 
ited to sale properties. A three-bedroom 
- To MtmifkMnfi,*** *<«««« apartment in the Mid-Levels area of 

have wou]d Hon S Kong Island cost only 1,700 dol- 

it is BTW' Jars to raft per month in 1971. First 

of apai-S^ hSmS Tte Nra ^ fic Davics 0*°*% Kan &> 

~~ c~.j_.~r 15 ine Wew York estate agency, is currently leasing a 

slightly smaller apartment in the same 


New York 


’Em® Sunday real estate section. 
Owner must sell,” trumpets one ad- 

in Novontalim , asking 
Sr® for a suc-room apartment I 
Ptak Avenue and 87th Street on the 
taty s fashionable Upper East Side. Thai 


building for 32,000 dollars a month. 

Commercial property was selling for 
3 dollars a square foot in the Central 
business district of Hong Kong in 1971. 


erage price was now about 60 dollars, 
the price fra- new buildings often 


™“ Today, according to Isabel B. Michie, 
^Sa b tei^^: ST First Pacific Davies, the av- 
W* “otber. touting the with 

^Wgter. 

»Ke at 557,000 for five rooms with a 
snail terrace. T 1 

.. I had friends who bought a very laree ■“■OJCVO 
m &e Beresford, one of the city ’s Confidence 



OmdSmr 


r“l r 60 ’.? 00 . 111 1971.” .recalls Steven as property values have inm 1™. 


property values have gone into spec- 


onecror or sales tor Douglas El- tacular free fall. One W™ 

analyst repom that pricS^^^dby^ 
realtors. People thought they were much as 25 percent per annum in the past 


is now worth 


crazy, but riwf 
more than $2 
A survey started in 1973 by the 
Corcoran Group, a residential broker- 
age, covered a wide range of apartment 
sales and came up with an average price 
per room of $10,600. That would have 
totaled $47,700 for a typical “four and a 
half;” New York real estate language for 
a two-bedroom apartment By mid- 
1995, that apartment had appreciated 
slightly more than eight times to $89,717 
a room, or $397,759. : 

The fortunes erf Wall Street, espe- 
cially the size of year-end bonuses, have 
long ruled the city’s residential market 
In the early 1970s, for example, prices 


48 months. And many experts believe 
the worse is still to come. 


"Prices in Tokyo will probably 

12 percent each 


con- 


tinue to decline by around ! 

month for at least the next^l8 months 
Even if the economy does start to im- 
prove in two to three years time, as some 
analysts predict, and property prices re- 
gain an equilibrium, it is unlikely that die 
market will see gains of more than 2 
rent per annum by the raid of the 
ade,’ ’ says Makoto Hayashi, an ex- 


that same apartment would be technic- 
ally worth around $400,000, though one 
dollar is now worth only 100 yen." he 
says. 

What does the strong yen mean in 
terms of real estate purchasing power? 
"If the apartment was sold and the 
$400,000 reinvested, the client would 
probably end up with a new, one-bed- 
room apartment," Mr. Hayashi says. 


Paris 


ecutive vice president for real estate 
consultants Knight Frank in Tokyo. 

The dramatic fall in real estate prices 
is directly linked to the decline of the 


Paris has always held a certain fas- 
cination fra- international property buyers. 
As one real estate agent puts it "Any 
visitor with an ounce of sensitivity cannot 
help bui want to own a pan of iL” 

But sensitivity has not prevented a 
decline in property values since 1992 — 
a situation worsened by a strong franc, 
which has stemmed the flow of invest- 
ment money from die United States. 


Frank Rutherford, managing director 
of Rutherfords, a British property firm 
that specializes in the French market, 
notes dial property in some of the less 
fashionable districts of Paris has become 
more sought-after over the years. 

“What has tended to happen is that 
those who could not afford to buy in the 
more expensive areas, such as the 16th. 
have opted instead for an apartment in 
the 5th," on the more affordable Left 
Bank. Sir. Rutherford explains. 

And, inevitably, he adds, “when 


prices started to rise in the 5th, buyers 
loof 


looked for bargains in other areas." 


Vancouver 


Vancouver is famous for its views: the 
Pacific Ocean to die west, snow-capped 
mountains to the east In 1971, 550,000 
— then almost exactly equivalent to 
50,000 Canadian dollars — would have 
with both ocean and 
: if the buyer looked care- 


immigrants come to Canada every year 
and after three years of residency receive 
citizenship. Vancouver, 12 hours away 
by plane, makes an ideal second home 
for Hong Kong residents looking for a 
safe haven if things are not to their liking 
once the British colony is returned to 
China next year. 

Since 1984, when Britain signed the 
deal to return Hong Kong to Chinese 
control, the prices of Vancouver real 
estate have reflected the political situ- 
ation in the colony. After the ] 989 mas- 
sacre of pro-democracy demonstrators 
near Tienamnen Square, Vancouver real 
estate began a steep climb that saw- 
prices almost double by 1994. and then 
finally drop 10 percent and level off to 
current levels. 

Even though Asian buyers have ten- 
ded to buy ar the top end, their purchases 
have had a domino effecr that is felt 
throughout the market, says Donald An- 
drews, areal estate agent with 25 years in 
the business. 

Mr. Blum says that when he shows 
houses selling for 350,000 Canadian dol- 
lars ($255,000) and up. 80 percent of 
prospective buyers are Asian. Over 
500,000 dollars the ratio rises to 95 per- 
cent 

Nor were Hong Kong buyers strangers 
to the frenzied panic buying of the early 
1990s. In fret, says Frank Chang of 
West-East Realty, which specializes in 
Hong Kong clients. Hong Kong buyers 
"consider the Vancouver market is not 
that good for them. Real estate in Hong 
Kong doubles all the time." 

Of course, it is not only Hong Kong 
investors who are responsible for the 
Vancouver property boom. Canadians 
from the rest of the country often move 
there, attracted by the mild winters and 
pleasant views. Vancouver, like its U.S. 
neighbor Seattle, has experienced 
something of ahigh-tech boom, and with 
it a growth in population: Greater Van- 
couver now counts 1 .8 million residents, 
compared to 1 .1 million 25 years ago. 


of the real estate agency Foxtons. 

The return on London property over 
the past 25 years easily outstrips in- 
flation. If the investor had index-linked 
the same S50.000 it would be worth 
$224,000. 

Sterling investors did even better than 
dollar investors over the period, showing 
a whopping 975 percent return. The de- 
valuation of sterling against the dollar 
from 52.40 to around S 1 -50 eroded gains 
for dollar-based investors. However, 
they still came away with a healthy 562 
percent. 

Furthermore, the figures do not take 
into accounr the total return that an in- 
vestor would have got from renting the 
property. Throughout much of the peri- 
od London had a very healthy rental 
market. Based on the rental yield com- 
mon in central London today this could 
have added as much as 4 percent a year 
after inflation. 

Within this overall picture, houses in 
London have provided a slightly better 


capital return than apartments because 
of their scarcity. However, apartments 


City that many feared would raid in 
bankruptcy.' Aphrtment prices nearly 
quadnmled by the end of the decade. as 
Wall Street recovered, and continued 
their upward spiral well into (he 1980s 
— until the stock market crash of Oc- 
tober 1987 sent them plummeting 30 
percent over (he next five years. 

But perhaps the best way of assessing 
the change in apartment prices over the 
last 25 years is to ask what $50,000 
would get you today. “A studio in a 
secondary neighborhood,” says Mr. Ro- 
gers, without missing a beat. . . 


’explains 


Hong Kong 


Driven by sentiment raid rumor, and 
acutely conscious that life win alter ir- 
revocably after the transfer of sover- 
eignty from Britain to China in 1997, the 
Hogg Kong real estate market is not a 
place for leisurely reflection. However, 
a backward glance a quarter century to 
1971 reveals how the canny investor 
with time and money on his ride could 
have amassed a fortune by investing in 
bricks and mortar. 

In 1971 a four-bedroom apartment in 
Seacliff Mansions, in wdDrbeeled Re- 
pulse Bay, went for 290,000 Hong Kong 
dollars, cr $47,855 at the conversion rate 
of the day (6.06 dollars to $1); 


itrve to economic movements,' 

Mr. Hayashi. 

Investors who have held on to their 
Tokyo property during the 1990s may 
now be wishing that they had sold out 
when the going was good 

"The old-style Tokyo apartments, in 
other words property built in the 1960s 
and 1970s, do not represent a sound 
investment today," Mr. Hayashi says. 
"After the last major earthquake [in 
Kobe last year] hew laws have been 
introduced to improve building con- 
struction. An apartment that was built 30 
to 40 years ago would need substantial 
upgrading before it could be sold on the 
open market Even with the required 
alterations estate agents are having dif- 
ficulty shifting these apartments as there 
are just too many for sale.” 

Foreign buyers also have the currency 
issue to thihk about An American who 
bought property in Tokyo 25 years ago 
would probably be sorely disappointed 
if be or she wanted to sell in the current 
market climate. 

“In 1971,550,000 would buy a three 
orfour bedroom ‘no frills' apartment in a 
modem, middle-class apartment com- 
plex in central Tokyo,” Mr. Hayashi 
says. "The yen-dollar exchange rate in 
these days was quite favorable for dollar 
investors ax 360 yen to the dollar. Today 


locations, according to the experts. 

"In the 1970s and early 1980s Paris 
properties offered really good value for 
money," says Donelle Higbee, a real 
estate analyst with Sotheby's in Paris. 
"Then foreign investors started to buy 
up property m the mid-1980s and prices 
skyrocketed. 

"Paris is still an expensive place to 
buy property, but prices are continuing 
to rail." she continues. "As a result, 
many properties are now within the 
reach of ordinary investors. The next 
two to three years should be a good 
period in which to invest." 

While Paris now abounds in good 
addresses, thanks to die forces of gentri- 
fication that are reclaiming marginal 
neighborhoods, the best locations have 
not changed much over the years: The 
1 6th arrondissemenc, for example, was 
hot in 1971 and is still hot today. "In 
1971 the cost per square meter of an 
apartment located in this fashionable 
quarter was around $662,' ' says Philippe 
Lamy, managing director of Lamy S A, a 
Paris-based property consultancy. 
"Today the cost would be closer to 
$4,165. In 1971 $50,000 would buy a 
two-bedroom apartment in a classic 
apartment block in the 16th. Today the 
apartment value will have increased to 
$315,000." 


The house would have likely have 
been about 1.500 square feet (160 square 
meters) with three bedrooms, a full cel- 
lar and a good-sized garden, said Heiner 
Blum, an agent with Vancouver's Re/ 
Max Central. Depending on the neigh- 
borhood, die buyer could have had a 
brand-new house or a used one. which in 
Vancouver terms means constructed in 
the 1920s. 

Today, depending on its location and 
whether the neighborhood moved up- 
scale or down, that house would be 
worth seven to 12 times as much, ac- 
cording to real estate agents. 

One of the major factors behind the 
price run-up is an influx of buyers from 
Hong Kong and. to a lesser extent. 
Taiwan. Tens of thousands of Asian 


London 


So much is spoken and written about 
the gloom in the London property mar- 
ket mat it is easy to forget that over the 
past 25 years it has been an excellent 
investment. Anyone who bought a two- 
bedroom flat in Chelsea. Knightsbridge 
or Kensington in 1971 for $50,000 
would today be sitting on a property 
worth $331,100. 

And that is the price for two-bedroom 
flats in the most fashionable streets: 
Onslow Gardens, Rede tiff e Square or 
around the embassies in Queeosgate. "If 
you want a bouse, you could find one for 
that money in Stanhope Mews South or a 
bit further out in Fulham," says Peter 
Rollings, head of the Kensington branch 


tend to provide a slightly better income. 
"Houses and flats have probably given 
investors the same total return," says 
Charles Illingworth, partner of Property 
Vision, which helps overseas buyers 
find real estate in Britain. 

Many real estate experts in London 
believe that London property could eas- 
ily deliver the same returns over the next 
25 years. They say that many of the 
factors thai drove up property prices in 
the 1970s and 1980s are still there. "In- 
flation may nor be there to the same 
extent, but there is still a shortage of 
supply and an excess of demand," says 
Yolanda Barnes, head of residential re- 
search at Savilles in London. 

She argues that the trend is for 
"prime" central London to expand out- 
side its traditional area. "Prime used to 
mean anything that was in sight of Har- 
rods." die huge department store in 
Knightsbridge, she says. But today, 
"anywhere within the Circle Line," a 
subway line that circles London, "is 
prime. Lofts in Soho and Clerkenwell 
are now prime property," she says. 

Her advice to any overseas buyer who 
wants to benefit from what she believes 
will be a healthy return from London 
property is: "Be adventurous. Look for 
cheaper areas near the old ‘prime’ area. 
The gains from these cheaper areas are 
likely to be greater." 

But she points out a factor that long- 
time London residents know only too 
well: Location means, above all, prox- 
imity to public transportation. "Com- 
munication and access to the tube,” she 
says, “is important." 

Judith Rehak, Owen Hughes, Iain 
Jenkins, Barbara Wall and Ann Brockle- 
hitrsi contributed to this report. 


Mortgage Loans for the Strong at Heart 


By Aline SulKvan 


Of coarse, it can aD go ter- 
ribly wrong. Banks willing to 


M ortgages in 

foreign curren- 
cies have long 
been tiie preserve 
of the cognoscenti among 
professional investors. But 
the stay-ar-home borrower 
should think again. 

Borrowing in another coun- 
try’s currency means the loan 
is based cm that country's pre- 
vailing interest rate, which 
may be much lower than 
where the property is pur- 


chased. A yen mortgage, for 
example, will carry an interest 




rate of about 2 perce nt, com- 



for 


Investors with fee pluck to 
take on a foreign currency 
mortgage can find themselves 
paying about a third of their 
neighbor’s monthly bill. Bel- 
ter still, switching currencies 
at fee appropriate times ran 
enable the borrower to make 
substantial inroads in the out- 
standing loan. 

"Servicing a yen mortgage 
worth $400,000 (42.9 nngipri 
yen) will cost about $667 a 
month as opposed to $2333 a 

month for a dollar mortgage, 

points out Nick Sutton, man- 
aging director erf Provecta 
Ltd., a London finance broker- 
age. "And if the value of fee 
yin drops to 125 to the dollar 

decrease by $100,000.” 


lead in foreign currencies of- 
ten convert fee loan to the 
local currency when a trading 
loss exceeds a predetermined 
amount, usually between 10 
percent and 15 percent of the 
outstanding loan. 

For that reason, few of 
these mortgages survived the 
collapse of the European Ex- 
change Rate Mechanism, or 
ERM, in 1992 when fee value 
of sterling and several other 
European currencies plunged 
against the dollar. 

Michael Fedey, managing 
director of ECU, a London- 
based currency manag ement 
firm, observes that few brokers 
have marketed multi-currency 
loans since the ERM debacle. 

"Most of the recent de- 
mand for currency loan fa- 
cilities has come from very 
knowledgable financial pro- 
fessionals who decided that 
the risk reward ratio makes 


good sense,” Mr. Petley says. 
"But the outlook now is as 


good as it has ever been and I 
expect brokers to start focus- 
ing on these loans." 

Mr. Petley expects yen 
mortgages to perform partic- 
ularly well over the next five 
years. "The only chance the 
major Japanese life insurers 
have of meeting their liab- 
ilities is by investing heavily 
overseas. That will . bring 
down the value of the yen,” 
be says. 

Other currencies likely to 


decline are tire Deutsche mark 
and the Swiss and French 
francs, Mr. Petley says: 
“ These currencies have bran 
on an upward trend for IS 
years. They are now heavily 
overvalued.” In contrast, the 
U.S. dollar is likely to rise 
feankg to worldwide demand 
for doQar-denammated com- 
modities; he expects sterling 
to remain stable. 

The banks are already re- 
porting a pick-up in business. 
Paul Bensley, a private bank- 
ing officer at the Bank of Bo- 
ston in London, is seeing 
more demand for foreign cur- 
rency mortgages but insists 
that the batik be confident of 
fee borrower’s ability to as- 
sess the risk of such an in- 
vestment “If a client comes 
in who is an investment 
banker,” he says, "then we 
wouldn't have a problem. 
Other borrowers must have 
an adviser.” 

Borrowers willing to stake 
then houses on their ability to 
predict and monitor the for- 
eign exchange markets are 
understandably rare outside 
the financial community. Ex- 
patriates from other walks of 
life frequently arrange mort- 
gages in same currency as 
their paycheck, but few have 
ventured into speculating in 
other cmrendes. 

But that need not be the 
case. Even most professional 
investors borrowing in anoth- 
er currency employ a cur- 
vdio 


stand y monitors the client's 
exposure and redenominates 
the loan as he or she sees fit 
In exchange, the manager re- 
ceives an annual fee of about 
0.85 percent of the loan and 
roughly 15 percent of any 
debt reduction. 

But these loans are not ap- 
propriate for everyone. Cer- 
tainly, first-time buyers need 
not apply: Borrowers need a 
hefty deposit. No tank will 
lend more than 70 percent of 
the purchase price and most 
will risk only 60 percent. Few 
British banks, for example, 
will consider loans under 
£150,000 ($227,000). 


rency manager 


con- 
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Katja Seizinger, after taking 
Friday’s World Cup Super-G. 

Seizinger Victorious 

skiing Kaija Seizinger of Ger- 
many took her fourth World Cup 
race of the season as she conquered 
a tricky super-G course Friday for 
her 21 st career victory. 

She was timed in one minute. 
II .32 seconds. Second was the 
Austrian Renate Goetschl. whose 
time of 2:11 .58 prevented a Ger- 
man sweep since Hilde Gerg was 
third in 1:11.71 and Martina Ertl 
was fourth in 1:1 i. 73. The course 
dropped 510 meters (1,673 feet) 
through 34 gates. 

In Garmisch-Partenkirchen, 
Germany. Luc Alphand of France 
mastered the tough Kandahar 
course and clinched his third vic- 
tory of the season when he won a 
World Cup downhill on Friday. 

Alphand made few mistakes on a 
track made soft by a sudden, sharp 
rise in the temperature. He posted a 
time of one minute, 52.61 seconds 
to win comfortably ahead of Brian 
Stemmle of Canada. (AP) 

Seahawks Are Sued 

FOOTBALL King County. Wash- 
ington. sued the Seattle Seahawks 
on Friday to prevent the team from 
moving to another city. 

County officials called a late- 
morning news conference to an- 
nounce the pre-emptive strike, 
which came one day after sources 
on the Seahawks said owner Ken 
Behring was moving the team to 
Los Angeles. 

The suit seeks a temporary re- 
straining order and preliminary in- 
junction that also would prevent the 
team from playing their home 
games in any location other than the 
Kingdome. 

The Seahawks have a lease to 
play in the Kingdome through the 
2005, but Behring has complained 
about the stadium. ( APt 


Nigerian Soccer Team Suspended 
From Nation’s Cup Play Until 2002 

Ban Is Likely to Lead to Expulsion From 1998 World Cup 

L 


ONDON — The African Football 
Confederation chose Friday, on the 
Teve of its Nation's Cup final in 
Johannesburg, to banish Nigeria from 
African Nation’s Cup soccer from now 
until the next century. The expulsion, an 
expected reprisal for Nigeria's failure to 
turn up to defend its title as African cham- 
pion. could not have been more ill-timed. 

It dampened the euphoria, amounting 
to a revivalist celebration, of 80,000 
predominantly black South Africans 
heading for Soccer City* the stadium 
near Soweto, where the host country on 
Saturday attempts to emulate the white 
rugby Springboks by winning the first 
international event open to it after 30 
yeans of isolation. 

It reminded everyone that, whereas 
South Africa and Tunisia reached this 
final, the tournament was devalued 
from the start by Nigeria's absence. 

Worse, it reaffirmed that sportsmen 
are pawns, mere symbols to be used and 
sacrificed like soldiers to the political 
wars of their country’s rulers. 

FIFA, the international soccer fed- 
eration, has yet to announce officially 
that Nigeria will be expelled from all 
international competition while the 
African ban is enforced. But it is in- 
evitable. it is wrinen in stone in FIFA 
statutes, that such a ban is extended 
worldwide, and FIFA's general secret- 
ary. Sepp Blatter, said as much before 
the 20th African Cup of Nations kicked 
off in Johannesburg on January 13. 

Before we can even consider the as- 
pirations of South African and Tunisian 
players, we are obliged to reflect on the 
hoi lowness of games played without the 
leading performers. Nigerians, are that 


Soccer /Rob Hiaghos 

in Africa and beyond. 

From this weekend, the likes of Daniel 
Amokachi, an explosive goal scorer who 
helped Everton win England ’s Cup Final 
last summer, and Finidi George, a cun- 
ning and dignified winger whose Ajax 
Amsterdam club is the best in Europe, 
are players without a hope of World Cup 
or African Cup f ulfillm ent. 

We knew, when we beard of the 
probability of this decision, how dev- 
astating the measure would be, how it 
would deprive the world of a Nigerian 
generation of footballers who surpassed 
any of their continent at the 1994 World 
Cup in the United States. 

But we did not anticipate the announce- 
ment coming before the euphoric con- 
clusion to the current tournament Officials 
had 21 days in which to make the decision 
which, in itself, cannot be criticized. 

Sadly, they waited until Friday. Sad- 
der still, the punished players are guilty 
of nothing except obeying an instruc- 
tion. an order, from a military ruler. 

Nigeria's team was ready to play. Its 
soccer association begged to play. Gen- 
eral Sani Abacha refused to allow it. He 
used his sportsmen to spite South Africa 
because its president. Nelson Mandela, 
had sought sanctions after the hanging of 
nine dissidents by the Nigerian regime. 

“The Nigerian federation accepts 
this punishment because we know what 
we were exposed to because of our 
withdrawal," said Adegboye Onig- 
binde, a Nigerian football official on 
Friday. “But we were not responsible 
for this withdrawal. The government 


must have its reasons, but it’s not the 
end of the world.’’ 

Hie sport cannot bow down to the 
powers that be; the only victims are 
sportsmen. 

Now, with as much relish as we can 
summon, we have the showpiece, the 
finale of South Africa versus Tunisia. 
Despite the bravura of Clive Barker, 
South Africa’s pugnacious coach, 
telling Nelson Mandela on Jan. 12 
“your example inspires us, we will not 
let you down,' ' neither team anticipated 
being finalists in their wildest dreams. 

South. Africa had to eliminate Ghana, 
the second most gifted African team, after 
Nigeria. Tunisia, written off by me and 
many others, had to overcome Zambia. 

The semifinal scores brook no ar- 
gument: South Africa 3, Ghana 0, and 
Tunisia 4, Zambia 2. 

Bafana Bafana (“the Boys, as South 
Africa’s players are known), combine 
British bullishness (they watch three 
English league games a week) with 
African flair. Mark Fish, the big de- 
fender. ignites them with muscular, sur- 
ging runs; John “Shoes” Moshoeu. a 
Sowetan to his fingertips, flits in and out 
of games but scores memorable goals. 

Indeed, let us rejoice. The so-called 
Rainbow Nation needed the round ball 
success after the Afrikaner rugby and 
cricket achievements. It was Francois 
Pienaar, rugby captain supreme, who 
said 1 “Being in the stadium when Bafana 
Bafana is winning, being accepted as a 
white among blacks, is a dimension bey- 
ond winning die rugby world cup. My 
mind is too small to appreciate 
everything that has happened, mar’s why 
you feel so little.” 





Daniel Amokachi., who helped Everton win England’s Cup last summer, 
shown in action last fall, is one Nigerian star who is affectedby the ban. 


Tunisia may not shrink before Sat- 
urday’s craving fra - a South African 
conclusion. Its team, coached method- 
ically by the Pole Henryk Kasperczak, 
has an obdurate resilience. 

The players are all with Tunisian 
clubs, something unique in this cup of 
nations who, between diem, have al- 
most 400 players performing as mer- 
cenaries in European and even Latin 
American leagues. Maybe that concen- 
trates the Tunisian minds. At an average 


age of 22, fasting through Ramadan, 
representing Arabia sooth of the equat- 
or, they defend hard, break quickly, and 
against Zambia finish with a serpent's 
sting. 

Come die final clamor of 80,000 
voices, the prize may go to the team that 
wants it the roost. “The rugby boys have 
done it, so we need to too,” reasons 
coach Barker. “Sports breaks down 
more barriers than politics. My boys 
know they have to win.” 


Panathinaikos and Bologna Gird Up 


By Ian Thomsen 

International Herald Tribune 


LONDON — Panathinaikos Athens 
and Buckler Bologna of Italy might be 
the most talented basketball clubs out- 
side of the United States, but only one 
— the winner of their game next week in 
an empty arena — is likely to advance to 
the European quarterfinals next month. 

Panathinaikos is reeling after its 96- 
87 loss to Benfica Lisbon on Wed- 
nesday. Benfica (2-10) is the worst of 
the 16 teams in the European league, 
while Panathinaikos (7-5), which has 
made the Final Four the last two years, is 
led by the richest player in Europe —the 
former NBA star Dominique Wilkins — 
as well as the shot-blocking center Sto- 
jko Vrankovic. Their coach. Bozidar 
Maljkovic, has won two European 
championships. 

After Greek supporters threw coins at 
the visiting Pau-Orthez bench last week, 
panathinaikos was fined 100,000 
Deutsche marks ($67,100) by the in- 


ternational basketball federation, or 
FEBA, and was ordered to play Bologna 
on Thursday without spectators. Given 
the pressures exerted by its fans, an 
arena of 18,000 empty seats might ac- 
tually help Panathinaikos. 

Bologna (6-6) moved into a three- 
way tie for fourth place in its group with 
a comeback 86-83 victory Thursday at 
Maccabi Tel Aviv, the new (and perhaps 
temporary) home to ex-NBA all star 

EUROPBAM BASKETBALL 

Tom Chambers. The Italians appeared 
dead with a hand injury to Orlando 
Woolridge, and a tough finishing sched- 
ule. But Woolridge returned with 18 
points against Maccabi, complementing 
the 26 of Arijan Komazec, and suddenly 
their team's showdown with fading 
Panathinaikos didn't seem hopeless. 

Barcelona (9-3) is likely to win 
Group B, which would earn the top seed 
in a besl-of- three series next month 
against the weakest quarterfinalist from 


WITH COMPLIMENTS By David J. Kahn 


ACR05S 
1 Deception 
5 This Gun for 
Hire' star. 1342 
9 Fires 

13 Story, 
sometimes 

18 While-spotted 
rodent 

19 *OJt" 

20 Cowboy’s lasso 

22 Bringing ruin 

23 Compliment for 
Ken Griffey Jr ? 

25 Killer whales 

26 Bigger than 
big 

27 Volunteer’s 
words 

28 Air conditioner 
abbr. 

29 Compliment for 
Mickey Rooney? 

31 Compliment for 
Frankenstein’s 
monster? 

34 Disinclined 

35 Unsteady on 
one’s feet 


36 Not beyond 

39 School founded 
in 1440 

43 Digin 

45 Missile 
launcher 

47 First name in TV 
comedy 

48 Brief 

49 Classical 
meeting sites 

52 Blockhouses? 

54 Pacify 

57 Board game 
from India; Var. 

60 "At Seventeen" 
singerJanis 

61 IG-siringed lyne 

62 Kind of center 

63 Attack 

84 Expect 

65 Sum total 

67 Compliment for 
Wyatt Eaxp? 

70 Noted Corsican 
family name 

73 "The Crying 
Game" actor 




'?■ 
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CHAMPS ELTSEES 

high class residence hotel 
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74 Bartender’s 
supply 

78 Mirror 

77 “• — l be calmly 
gathered 
[bought”: 
Whittier 

78 'Roll 

bones” 

79 Capable or 
changing 

82 Queen's Cup, 

e-g- 

84 French wine 
center 

86 Rush hour 
shortage 

87 Fox 

88 Japanese 

War 

90 Hamel in helper 

S3 Kind of brain 

94 Reliever’s goal 

95 Computer 
access code 

97 The time being 

100 Testifies 

102 Compliment for 
E.T.? 

106 Compliment for 
Alessandro 
Volta? 

111 Hotel ending 

112 Eariy TV drama 
sponsor 

113 Falher-in-Jaw of 
Jacob 

114 The Wild Duck" 
dramatist 

115 Compliment for 
Steffi Graf? 

117 Public enemy 
No. 1.1933 

118 Rose and others 

119 Otherwise 

120 Biol, subject 

121 "What i” 

122 Libertine 

123 'N.Y.P.D. Blue” 
offs. 

124 Eyelid problem 
DOWN 

) Indulge 

2 “ talk?" 

{comedy line) 

3 Chemical 
catalysts 

4 The Song of the 
Earrh" composer 

5 Canadian pol. 
label 

8 Clear 

7 Four) bin a 
series 

8 Fooling 

9 Puts pressure on 

10 Yorkshire river 

11 Ocean 
compound 



the other group. Panathinaikos is tied for 
second with defending champion Real 
Madrid (7-5), which should be in good 
shape after its next game at home with 
Benfica. 

Should Panathinaikos lose next 
week, the Greeks would presumably 
have to win their final game at Tel Aviv 
(5-7) in order to qualify. Bologna un- 
derstands that it probably has to beat 
Panathinaikos and then win at home 
against Madrid. 

In Group A, three teams have ad- 
vanced to the next round — CSKA 
Moscow (9-3), Olympiakos (8-4) and 
Benetton Treviso (8-4) — the latter 
moving on despite its 84-70 loss at Mo- 
scow Thursday. The last quarterfinalist 
from Group A will likely be the winner 
of Malaga of Spain (5-7) at Ulkerspor 
Istanbul (6-6) on February 15. 

The other contender, Olympique An- 
tibes (5-7) of France, fell to joint fifth 
place while providing Olympiakos Pir- 
aeus with its third straight European 
win, 98-83. Olympiakos, aiming to play 
in a third consecutive European final — 
and hoping to become the first Greek 
champion — ran off 17 unanswered 
points in the second half. 

Rival CSKA reaffirmed itself with a 
straightforward 84-70 beating of Tre- 
viso, which had tied for the Group A 
lead last week when die Moscow army 
team was shocked by last-place Iraklis 
Salonika. CSKA is similar to the 
former-Y ugoslavian powers of a few 
years ago. in its reliance on native tal- 
ents, such as Igor Kudelin. 
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Monica Seles kisses Iva Majoli of Croatia after being upset by her in a 
quarterfinal match at the Touray Pan Pacific Open in Tokyo on Friday. 
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INGLEWOOD, California — This is 
really The Way Tilings Ought to Be. 
Friday night, just got paid, going to the 
Forum. The Laker Girls, 17,505 at the 
Great Western Forum, “I Love LA.” 
on the public address system. Buils- 
Lakers. Michael and Magic. Together 
again. Who would’ve thought? 

Magic Johnson's second game on his 
Senior Tour came against his old friend 
and foe, Michael Jordan. They were 
two-thirds of a triumvirate, along with 
Larry Bird, that helped save the league a 
decade ago. Twelve months ago, they 
were gone. And the NBA suffered. But 
now, Jordan's team is the best in bas- 
ketball: 39-3 with a 16-game winning 
streak. And Johnson's Lakers are drip- 
ping with promise now that the 36-year- 
old has returned after four years away. 

Johnson’s 19-point, 10-assist, 8-re- 
bound performance in his first game 
Tuesday has electrified the league. 
There are questions about what it all 
means, but at its base, if it was not a one- 
game mirage, it means a new generation 
of basketball lovers will get to see one of 
the greats still near the height of his 
powers. 

“To come back in the middle of the 
season in the first game and to perform 
the way he did. I felt like I wish I would 
have been watching him the last four 
years,’ ' said the New York Knicks gen- 
eral manager. Ernie Grunfeld.. “He 
plays the game the way it should be 
played. He's totally unselfish, totally 
team oriented.” 

How good was Johnson? 

“They were a good team 48 hours 
ago.” the Indiana Pacers general man- 
ager. Donnie Walsh, said Friday. “I 
think they're a contending team now.” 

How big was Johnson? 

Johnson’s first game back drew a 4.4 
rating (2.9 million homes) for cable’s 


Turner Network Television on Tuesday 
— more than three points higher than 
normal and the highest rating for the 
network for a late game of a double- 
header. The rating also was the third- 
highest for any TNT game in the 12 
years it’s been broadcasting NBA 
games, behind Jordan’s 5 5- point game 
in New York last year and a Lake re- 
Celtics matchup in 1 987 in which one E. 
Johnson hit the game-winning shot at 
the buzzer. 

But TNT expected Friday night’s 
Bulls-Lakers game to set a ratings re- 
cord. 

“We were going to issue a press 
release,” a TNT spokesman said. “And 
then we figured, why bother?” 

Comparisons have been made 
between Johnson’s comeback and 
Jordan’s return to the Bulls last season. 
But there are two big differences. One, 
Jordan came back in late March, with 
just 17 regular season games left, and 
the Bulls had to readjust on the run with 
the playoffs right around the comer. 
Johnson will have 40 regular, season 
games over two months to get used to 
his new teammates. 

Two. Jordan needs to score for the 
Bulls to win. So his return was an up- 
and-down affair as he struggled to get 
his game legs back. Johnson impacts the 
game much more with his passes than 
his points, and playing at forward, he’ll 
help the Lakers rebound, too. 

“Magic is a different player than 
what we had to adjust to last year.” said 
former Bulls guard B_f. Armstrong, 
now with Golden State. “We had to 
adjust to a scorer. Magic is not a scorer, 
so it has to be a little bit easier.” 

Last year, he said, “there really 
wasn’t a comforr ■ zone. There just 
wasn’t enough time.. You can’t put a 
season into 17 games, whatever it is he 
came back for. It was worth taking the 
gamble, but the reality was that time 
wasn 't on our side. ’ ’ 


On the court, one of the most in- 
triguing things about Johnson ’s return is 
that he’s coming back at anew position, 
power forward. Though he’s played 
every position at times for the Lakers, he 
always was primarily a ball handler. 
He'U do some of that now, but Nick Van 
Exel will man the poim. 

Posting up opponents. Johnson will 
be very hard to guard. He can score with 
either hand with the skyhook he learned 
from Kareem Abdul- Jabbar, and he can 
muscle most everyone underlie basket 
His repertoire of tall fakes and foot- 
work will have lots of defenders leaving 
their feet early. 

Lakers coach Del Harris is even more 
excited about Johnson asa passer in the 
low post 

Anti-handcbeck rules and tougher 
zone defense -interpretations means 
teams will have to send people im- 
mediately to double-team Johnson, only 
the game’s greatest passer, who will 
then have the option of hitting cutters 
down the lane, or throwing to the weak 
side to a threerpoiat shooter.- - . . _ 

“You can forget about doubling Ma- 
gic,” Walsh said. “That Would be sui- 
cide. Same way if it was Lairy Bird.” 

The counter? League types said that 
they would attack Johnson at the de- 
fensive end, make him guard Somebody 
down low. and then pound him. when he 
fights for rebounds. He is, after .all, 36, 
and not capable of- reproducing the 
physical activity he exerted -a decade 
ago. And despite touring the world the 
past couple of years., fit's not yet in 
NBA shape. • 

4 4 We’re all tiymg to say what the old 
Magic would bring, to this team,’ "Aim- 
strong said. “But it’s not the old Magic. 

I know that, he knows dial, all of us 
who've been around know what this 
pme does. It takes .away from your 
body. No miner how blessed ah athlete 
you are, it takes away from everyone . 
who plays this game.” 
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Knicks Tame the Shaq 

Bulls’ Juggernaut Keeps Rolling 


The Associated Press 

_ *2^ A week and a half 

after reaching the tow point of their 
seaxau fteNew York I&iicks seemS 
have turned things around. 

J5 ey Vc woq four *h a row, they’re 
just a game or two behind then pace of 
the las two years, and they finaSTdid 
weDw tare against ateam with abetter 

n^?m y l S tmg ^ 0riaDdo Magic 
3 1 0-202 on Thursday night. ^ 

“No doubt the Bulls game woke us 
s forward Charles Smith, in 
** a l»ve-n»entioned tow 
point, a blowout loss at home 10 days 
ago against the NBA’s best team, 
ratnek Ewing led New York with 23 

MBA ROUND Up 

gnnts and Anthony Mason lad 21. 
Hubert Davis added 17 points, Charles 
Oakley lad 1 1 points and 14 rebounds, 
Derek Harper had 15 points and a 
season-high 12 assists and Smith 
chipped m 10 points. 

Ewing missed his final 15 shots and 
otdn t score a point in the second half 
But Mason scored on a putback after 
Ewing s 12th straight miss, then added a 


fast-break layup Sat ended Orlando’s 
last surge of the night in the fourth 
quarter. New York moved to within 21* 
games of Orlando in the Atlantic 
Division. 

ShaquIUe O’Neal had 18 points for the 
Magic — 8.7 below his average — while 
Anferoee Hardaway scored oily six. 

Ban. 105 , Kings as Michael Jordan 
scored 27 points and Dennis Rodman 
tied his season high with 21 rebounds as 
the Bulls woo their 17th straight, 105-85 
over the Sacramento Kings. 

The Bulls claimed yet another NBA 
mark, improving their record to 40-3 
while warming up for Friday night’s 
showdown against Magic Johnson »nH 
the Lakers. The record was for the most 
wins with just three losses. The 1972-72 

Scoreboard 


Los Angeles Lakers were 39-3. 

Jordan had his second straight rough 
shooting night, hitting seven of his 16 
shots, but adding 13 free throws. He was 
just 7-for-26fix>mthe field in Tuesday’s 
98-87 win at Houston. 

KmI 124, 76 an 104 Ret Chapman 
scored 23 points and Miami rallied with 
a barrage of 3-pointeis in the fourth 
quarter to beat Philadelphia. 

Miami reserve guard Vosbon Lenard 
hit a pair of 3-point baskets as the Heat 
stretc hed an 85-80 lead to 102-87 at the 
start of the fourth quarter. Lenard, a 
rookie, finished with 15 points. 

Alonzo Mourning scored 20 paints 
and grabbed nine rebounds for Miami, 
while Trevor Ruffin had 28 points to 
lead Philadelphia, which has tost 10 of 
its last 1 1 games. 

Rocket* ns, Hornet* til Sam 
Cassell scored all 22 of his points in the 
final 14:43 to help Houston continue its 
mastery of Charlotte. 

Hakeem Olajuwon added 32 po ints 
and 1 1 rebounds as the Rockets erased a 
pair of 10-point deficits and ran their all- 
time record against Charfotte to 17-2. 

Charlotte got 24 points each from 
Matt Geiger and Kenny Anderson. 
Geiger’s total was one point higher than 
the center’s previous career high. 

Platons 87, Paean 70 Otis Thorpe had 
23 points and a season-high 14 rebounds 
as Detroit cooled off red-hot Indiana. 

The loss snapped Indiana's winning 
streak at seven, one short of the Pacers’ 
NBA-franchise record. Indiana’s 
leading saner, Reggie Miller, had just 
nine points and the Pacers had tneir 
worst scoring night of the season. 

Bucks 108 , Nuggsts 102 Vin Baker 
scored I I of his 26 points in foe fourth 
quarter and Milwaukee hung on to 
defeat Denver in agame marrceby three 
players being ejected. 

Milwaukee’s Sherman Douglas and 
Denver's Jaleo Rose were thrown out of 
foe game in foe third quarter after 



Flyers Down Canadiens 
In Fight-Filled Marathon 


Bn 


Anfernee Hardaway of the Magic puts up a jumper against the Knicks. 


exchanging blows, and LaPhonso Ellis 
got tossed in the fourth period for 
pushing Milwaukee's Many Conlon. 

Mavericks 103, SuperSonica 100 

Jason Kidd scored a season-high 36 
points — three short of a career high — 


and Dallas matched a team record for 3- 
po inters with 14 as the Mavericks halted 
Seattle’s six-game winning streak. 

George McCloud added 23 points for 
foe Mavericks, who had dropped two of 
their previous three games. 


The Associated Press 

The game ended in overtime. The 
feud is far from over. 

Eric Desjardins scored from the right 
circle with 29 seconds remaining in 
overtime as Philadelphia beat Montreal 
3-2 in a fight-filled game Thursday 
night. 

The nastiness beean midway through 
the second period when Canadiens 
center. Marc Bureau, took a run at 
Flyers defenseman Petr Svoboda. 
knocking him out with a concussion. 
Svoboda was unconscious w hen he was 
taken off the ice on a stretcher and 
Bureau received a major elbowing 
penalty. 

Even with the victory. Philadelphia 
wasn’t abour to forgive — or forget. 
"The score is never settled with 

NHL ROUNDUP 

something like that," Philadelphia's 
Eric Lindros said. 

As time wound down in overtime, 
Shjon Podein scrambled for foe puck 
behind the Montreal net and spoiled 
Desjardins coming down from the point. 
Desjardins ripped a shot that got by Pat 
Jablonski for his fifth goal of foe season. 
The loss snapped Montreal’s four- game 
winning streak. The Flyers had been 
winless in their previous four games. 

Bruins 2, Panthers 2 Jody Hull 
knocked a rebound past Bill Ranford at 
11:15 of the third period and John 
Vanbiesbrouck stopped four Boston 
shots in overtime as foe Bruins and 
Florida Panthers played to a 2-2 tie. 

Despite solid shots from Ray 
Bourque, Rick Tocchet and Steve 
Heinze, whose effort came on a faceoff 
in front of foe Panthers* goal. 
Vanbiesbrouck (18-9-5) shut the door 
on the Bruins in foe overtime period. 

Bill Ranford (16-21-6i stopped 25 
Florida shots, including two in 
overtime. 


Capital* 4, Senators 2 Dale Hunter 
scored foe winner midway through foe 
third period as foe Washington Capitals 
overcame a two-goal deficit to beat foe 
Ottawa Senators 4-2. 

Michal Pivonka, Keith Jones and 
Steve Konawalchuk also scored for foe 
Capitals. Frank Musil and Steve 
Duchesne scored for Ottowa, which has 
the NHL’s worst record at 9-39-2. 

Blues 2 , Canucks 2 Alexander 
Mogilny had one apparent goal waved 
off in foe final minute of regulation, then 
scored with 7.9 seconds to go to give foe 
Vancouver Canucks a 2-2 tie with foe 
Sl Louis Blues. 

The goal, Mogilny's 40th and third in 
three games against' foe Blues, came on 
his third scoring chance of foe last 
minute. 

Avalanche 6, Jet* 4 Joe Sakic ignited 
a three-goal rally in foe second period 
with a shorfoanded goal and Claude 
Lemieux scored two goals as the 
Colorado Avalanche defeated foe 
Winnipeg Jets 64. 

Alexei Zhamnov had his first hat trick 
of the season for foe Jets, who are 3-2- 1 
in their last six road games. Winnipeg, 
the NHL's second-best power-play 
team, scored twice with foe extra man. 

Devils 1 , names f A goal by Brian 
Roision late in foe third period earned 
foe New Jersey Devils a 1-1 tie with foe 
Calgary Flames. 

The goal came at 1 6:42 when Rolston 
burst into foe offensive zone on right 
wing and beat goalie Trevor Kidd with a 
shot from about 30 feet. 

Kings 6, Shades 6 Jari Kurri twice 
made up deficits with a pair of third- 
period goals as the Los Angeles Kings 
gained a 6-6 tie with foe San Jose 
Sharks. 

The Sharks had pulled in front 5-3 
when Jamie Baker scored his second 
goal of the night with 17:40 remaining 
and Chris Tancill added another on a 
breakaway, beating Kelly Hrudey. 
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Rrfxwato— Orlando 51 {Grant IX, New York 
57 (Ewing 15). Ashto— Ortanda 36 (Hard- 
away 11), Now York 22 (Harper 12). 
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P: WMhflttpoon7-1610-1224Stocktn» 
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T, Massachusetts C20-® beoTTempte 59-35. 
Next at XovfetvONa Sunday; 7, Ukdi (17-31 
bettTans-S Poso 77-62. Next vs. New Mex- 
kxs Saturday; 1L M—gto (16-3) beat De- 
PouHOOZ OT. Md at LotfsrfB* Saturday; 
H Aiknaa 054) tost to Washington BO-79, 
OT. Next vs. Washtogton State. Saturday. 

V. Syraaa* (156) beat Mtoml 7261. Nest 
vs. Alabama Sunday; 19. UCLA 045) beai 
Oregon 8578. Nest: vs. Oregon Stole, 5ot- 
untoy; 21. Outon Cottage (12-5) last to Prov- 
idence 76-75. Ned: at West Vb^ta. Satur- 
day. 
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Boston U. RZ Delaware 7i OT 
Ma»*ocfea?m ^Temple 35. 

MmyiandBft Virginia 72 
New Medea 8ft Brigham Young 81 
Salto Ctoni 7ft San FmndscD 57 
Southern Col 64 Oregon St 47 
Southern Mist. 62, Tutone 61 
SyRKU9e7Z Miami 51 
UC Indue 74, UC Santa Babara 62 
UCLA 0& Oregon 78 
UNLV B4 Son Jose St. 75 
Utah 77. Tent-El Paso 62 
Washington Bft Arizona 79. OT 
WhsMngtan St 7Z Aittona St 58 
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Holtda 1 0 1 8—2 

Boston 118 0-2 

First Period; F-Lowry 7 (Nledmayer. 
MeB0nby).z B-McEachem 16 fD .Sweeney) 

(op). Second Period: B-Eflk ft. Third Period: 

F-Hui 17 (Lindsay. Wooley). 
Overtone— None. Stab o a goofeF- 7-11-7- 
2-27. 8- 12-8-10-4 — 3*. Gedes.-F- 

Vanbtasbmuck. ft-Rreriord. 

Washington 0 2 2—4 

Ottawa 1 1 8-2 

Fkst Period: O-Musl 1 (Bonk. Daigle). 
Second Perted: O-Ouchesne 7 (Yashin. 
Huffman) 29 (pp). X W-Ptvonka 6 Uones) 
(BpL 4. W-Jants 16 (Boncfco. Ttnonfi). Thbd 
Parted: W-Hunter 6 (KonowoWwk. MIBer). 
6. W-Konowaldiuk 21 (MIBer. Johansson). 
Shots engoabW- 11-17-14-42. 0-98-4-71. 
GeoBeKW-Carey. O- Rhodes. 

Martrsol D 2 8 0-2 

Pbladetpbta 110 1-3 

Fhst Perio d: P-Qulrm 7 (Samueissaa 
Brtmf Amour). Seared Period; P-UCkUr 27 
(Destanflns. Lindros) (pp).X M-Radnskyl7 
(Odefein, ReatiO. 4. M-Damphousse 23 
(Rudnsky). Tlftd Period-None. 


Overtime— 5, P-Oesfcatfns 5 (Brtmf Amour 
Pode4n).StteTSOagoatM-l-5-6-I— 14. P-13- 
17-6-3— 39. GoaOeKM-JabtonskL P-HestaU. 
Vancouver 0 1 1 9-2 

SL Louts 0 7 0 0-2 

Fust Period-None. Second Period S.L- 
GXourtnafl 14 (Hu®. X V-Unden 21 
(Bdrydi. Mogflny) (pp). X Sj_-, Tordlt 7 
(Roberts). Thbtl Perio d V-Mog3nv 40 
(Lindea Lummel (pp). Overhme— None. 
Shots oa goal:V- 13-7-16-0-36. SJ-- 13-8-5- 
3-79. GoaflesriT-Hirsch. S.[_-Fuhr. 
Wtadipeg 1 1 2-4 

Cotorado 2 3 1—6 

Hret Period Colonidat Lemievx 24 
(Fottber g i Kamensky). X Colorado, 
Deodixosh 17 (Lescbyshyn. Sakic). X W-. 
Zhamnov 17 (Setanne. Macrvert (pp). 
Second Period W- Zhamnov 18 (Madver, 
Darryl Shannon). 5. Cotorado, Sakic 33. (sh). 
6, Cotoroda Simon 6 (Yefce. HseTI. 7. 
Cotorada Lemieux 25 IForsberto QzoOnsh). 
Thud Period W-OIczyk 19 CMnlgunas. 
Sefinrie). 9T Cotorado, Gusarov 4 T Lemieux. 
Kamensky). 1ft W-, Zhamnov 19 (Tkachuk. 
Staanne) (pp). Shots a* goafcW- 6-9-13-28. 
Cotorado 19-14-11—44. GototetoW- 

KhabBnOn. OwwWoe. Cotorado. Hset 
Hew Jersey 0 0 1 0—1 

Calgary 1 0 0 0-1 

FM Perio d C-TBov 16 (Housley, 
Zstap&kl) (pp). Second Period— None. Third 
Period N J.-Ratston 4 (MocLeoa Stevens). 
Orarflaie-Nane. Shots on goefcfU.- frM- 
3-27. C- 5-9-10-0—24. GodesdLJ.- 
Brodeur. C-Kktd. 

Las An gel os 3 0 3 0-6 

SoaJase 2 1 3 9-6 

First Period SJ.-WDOd 2 (Donovan, 
Kazfavl: % LA-Locraa 13 (McSoriey, 

Perreault), (pp). X San Jose, Odgen 3 
(Baker. TandQ. *. UL-5hochvk 1 (Todd. 
KhiMch). 5, UL-POtomski 1 (7 odd). 

Second Period SJ.- Baker 8 (Kyte). TWrd 
Perio d. SJ.-Boker9 (Toncft Odgen). ft San 
Jose. TancH 4 (Badger), ft l_A.-Slaney 5 
(Draco) (sh). 10. LArKurri 11 (Gretzky, 
Boucher). 11. SJ.-Wood 3 (Donovan, Kyte). 
IX UL-Kurri 12 (Khrlctlch). 
Overtime— None. Shots on goafcLA.* 10-8- 
13-1—32. SJ.- 9-12-1 6-1—38. GoaBosd-A.- 
H rudey . SJ.-Ftaherty, Terreri. 


SKIING 


World Cup Skhhc 

MXM*I DOWMBOLL 

Loading reoutto ot Friday’s downMd roca 
on Ore L455tn«or Xandshar eouree In 
Gflnntamt-Partanhfcchera G er ma ny: 1. Luc 
Alphond. France, one minute. 52-61 seconds: 
2 Brian Stemmle, Canada 1^295; X Peter 
Runggaldier. Ittty. 1:52.96; 4, Kristian Ghe- 
dtoalhdy, 153J9:5, Guenther Moder. Aus- 
tria 15386. 

ft Patrick OrlOebt Austria 133.91k 7. Atte 
Skooidal Norway. 1:53.91; ft Max Rn utter. 
Germany. 123.9ft 9, Josef StrobL Austria 
154.10 1ft Werner Pernihoner, Italy. 
1S4.17. 

Huh Worid Ctw e t ondre g . |talre- 2 * 
...r*«li 1. IQus 974 points; ft Moder. 798: X 
Michael wn Graenlgea Swlteriand. 738: A 
Knotts. 670C X Tomba Italy. 616. 

ft Atphand. 608: 7, Mario Refer. Austria 533; 
ft FredA Nyberg. SwedervSZS; ft Sebosfen 
Amiex. Fnmoe, 45ft 1ft Kaslr. Stavenla 437. 
womH’i so p«m euAsrr slalom 

Lerelng reoutb aT Friday's a up e t^pom 
otalora on too OmmorKUy came In 1M Dio* 
* ra. wtto o dap at 1,673 toot: 1. kaija 
Sehktgec Germany. 1 mtouta 11^2 seconds: 
ft Renate GoetscM. Austria 1:1158.-3. HUde 
Gerg, Germany, 1 :1171; 4. Morton Ertl Ger 
many. 1:11.7ft 5. Picabo Street, ua. 1:11.79. 

ft Isolde Kaotner. Italy, 1:1 115c 7. tngebmg 
Markoa Norway, 1 :1 1 JfTi ft Alaemdia Mefas- 
nflzEr, Austria 1:7188,9, HekMZeOa-Batoer, 
Shvteriarxt 1 :1 2-D7; 1ft Heidi Zumrtggen. 
Swteatand, 1:12.15. 

UtamMlMdCw Itr rei iOuu i (ote 
2S mrentop 1. Anna WacMer. 886 points ft 
Kafio Setdnger, 882; X Moritna ErtL 844: *. 
Alexandra Metasnltaer. 66ft- ft EM Eder. Aus- 
tria 58ft 

ft PemBa Wfaerg, Sweden, 56ft- 7, Picabo 
Street 55ft & Mlchaeto Dorfmetoter. 528: 9. 
Isolde KoStaer. 5®; 1ft Mrolanne KJoetstad, 
Norway. 452. 


TENNIS 


Pam Pacific Open 

WOMEN’S SMCLES 
QUARTER FINALS 

iva Malai! (7). Croatia del.-Manlca Seles 
(11, United Stales. 1 -a 7-6 (7-51. 64: Martina 
Hingis, Switzerland, del. Nooks Sawamatau, 
Japan. 6-1, 6-2. 

Arantxa Scmchez Vfcarlo (3). Spain, del. 
Magdalena MOleeva (5). Bulgaria 7-5. 6-ft 
Conchlta Martinez (21. Spotn, deL Lindsay 
Davenport (8), UnUed States. 6-ft 6-X 

Shanghai Open 

Morsamm 

OUAHTERHNAL9 

Michoei Tebbutt (4). Australia del. Mar- 
cus Ondivsko (5), South Africa 6-X 7-6 IBS}; 
Mark Knowles, Bahamas, del. Jeff Tarango 
(1 >. United States. 5-7. 7-& 6-2. 


SEATTLE — Agreed to terms wttti Luis Pota- 
nin, outfielder, on minor-league conn-ad 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 

LA. DODGEOS-Named Mitch Webster hit- 
ting axidr at Vakima, NL, and Tam Thomas 
hitting coach at Great Falk. PL 

Montreal— A greed to terms wttti Rheai 
Cormier, pitcher, on 1 -year contract. 

Philadelphia— Signed Steve Frey, pitch- 
er. to minor league con hod Signed Ran 
B lazier, pitcher, and David Duster, infielder, 
to 1 -yeor ccmractv 

ST. louis — A ssigned Rod Correia Inti elder, 
to Louisville. AA. 


SOCCER 


SMMSHCUP 

QUARTER FINAL, FRST-LEO 

Numanda 2 Barcelona 2 


TRANSITIONS 


AMERICAN LEAGUE 

oaltimoae— A greed to terms with Jlmnty 
Haynes, pitcher, cm 1-yeor csntRXt 

CAUfornia— S igned Marquis Riley, out- 
fielder, and Jeff Schmidt and Shad WBSamft 
pitchers. Agreedtaterms with Ryan Hancodo 
David HoWridge. and Ben VanRyn, pbchers, 
and Ortanda Palmeiro, outfletder. 

Kansas QTT— Agreed to terms wffh 71m 
Belcher and Chris Honey, pdchav an 1 -year 
contracts. 

Minnesota— Agreed to terms with JJ. 
Johnson and Jamie Ogden, outfielders, and 
Gus Gandaifllas, Dan Nautty, Todd RMchta 
and Hector Trinktad, pttdten. 


NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 
Chicago pm Luc Langley, center, on In- 
lured list. Activated James EdwanhL center, 
from the HiiuredlisL 

dauas— Signed David Wood, forward, to 
10-day contract Put Lorenzo WDUams, cen- 
ter, on Injured list. 

phoenix— A ctivated Danny Manning, tar- 
word. hum !n|ured BsL 
SACRAMENTO- Put Sorunas MarOuttanis, 
guard, on Injured Hsl Activated COnt Mc- 
Daniel, guard, from Injured fat. 

FOOTBALL 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
ATLANTA— Signed Ed Howard and DeneU 
Mitchell wide receivers: Lincoln Coleman, 
running back: Rorerid Cherry, guanft Tommy 
Fagan defensive lineman; Ruffin Hamilton 
and Rich Yuridewta. knebocfcerv an d Aklli 
Jotmsoa defensive bach. 

N.Y. jets— A nnounced win not renew corv 
trocto at Bob Reese trainer, and Joe Patten, 
nssretnnt trainer. 

PITTSBUR6H — Announced that contracts 
ot Ron Eriwntl otJens/w coonttnotor, and 
Pat Hodgson, tight ends coach, wB not be 
renewed. 

SEATTLE— Agreed to leans wtlh Chris War- 
ren, running eock, on S^yeor contract 
TAMPA bay— N amed Oyde Christensen 
right ends roach. 

HOCKEY 

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 
Boston— Recalled Blaine Locher. goalie, 
from Providence. AHL. 

Buffalo— Readied Ladlstav Kaabln, 
canter, from Rochester. AHL 


PEANUTS 




HOW ABOUT THAT 


wt) 


WHEN THE PRO SRAM ENDED, 
THE LADY SAID. * THANK 
YOU FOR. WATCHING " 


I didn't think she 

C EVEN KNEW ME.. . 



(Anaaen Monday) 

Juntfes-. QUItr BROOK fiSOLE STOUD 
Anawsr Whal Dad does when Junior geu now 
shous — FOOTS ^ Tie BILL 


“Check this guy out. Lois. _ Artfflda! lor sure. 




































DAVE BARRY 

Winter Sport for the Mature 


■“ Skiing is sin exciting 
■uuer spon, but it is not for everybody, 
ror example, it is not for sane people, 
aane people look at skiing, and they say: 
vV ATT a minute. I’m supposed to at- 
tach slippery objects to my feet and get 
pn a frozen chair dangling from a scary- 
looking wire; then get dumped off on a 
snow-covered slope so steep that the 
mountain goats are wearing seat belts; 
and then, if by some miracle I am able to 
get back down without kilting myself. 

I’m supposed to do this AGAIN??” 

As I get older — which I am currently 
doing at the rate of about five years per 
year — this is more and more how I 
view skiing. I've been looking for an 
alternative winter sport that does not 
force a person to become so intimately 
involved with gravity. And so recently I 
went to Idaho (official state motto: 
“Convenient to Montana”) to exper- 
ience two winter sports that seemed 
better suited to the mature sportsperson 
in the sense that you can do them while 
sitting down. 

A snowmobile is a high-performance 
motorized vehicle mounted on a track 


and skis that enable it to travel rapidly 
deep into remote snow -covered wilder- 
ness areas, where it gets stuck. Of course 
I didn't know this when I rented one. I 
knew nothing, which is why I also rented 
snowmobiles for my 1 5-year-old son. 
Rob. and his 14-year-old friend Ryan. 


□ 

We rented them at a place called the 
Smiley Creek Lodge, which is in a place 
called Smiley Creek, which pretty much 
consists of the Smiley Creek Lodge. A 
very nice man showed us how to make 
the snowmobiles go. I thought he'd give 
us detailed instructions regarding where 
we should go. but basically all be said 
was that we should make ’an effort to 
remain in Idaho. 

This did not prove to be so easy: not 
with Rob and Ryan at the controls. They 
are wonderful and intelligent boys, but 
they have the common sense of table 
salt. It's not their fault: Their brains have 
not yet developed the Fear Lobe. If you 
give them control over a motorized 
vehicle, they are going to go at the fastest 
possible speed, which on a modem 
snowmobile rums out to be 14.000 mph. 
I tried to exercise Adult Supervision by 


yelling, “HEY! GUYS! BE CARE- 
FUL! HEY!” but they couldn't hear me. 
because sound travels only so fast. 

So off we went, with the two Flaming 
No-Judgment Blurs roaring ahead, fol- 
lowed at an increasing distance by the 
Rapidly Aging Shouting Mon. We would 
have been inside the Arctic Circle by 
nightfall if Ryan had not driven into the 
creek. It was not his fault. Some idiot had 
failed to put up a freeway-style sign with 
I5-foot-high letters saying “CREEK,” 
and so Ryan naturally drove into it. 

□ 

Since your modem snowmobile 
weighs as much as a freight locomotive, 
we were unable to pull Ryan's out, so he 
got on the back of mine and we all rode 
sheepishly bock to the Smiley Creek 
Lodge. TTiere we learned that another 
tourist party was also having problems: A 
man had gotten himself and his son stuck 
in deep snow, and they couldn't get out. 
The man's wife, who had not been wild 
about the snowmobiling idea in the first 
place, was informing the lodge personnel 
that she wanted her son back, but as far as 
she was concerned, they could leave her 
husband out there. (She was kidding.) 
(Sort of.) While this drama was unfold- 
ing. another group of tourists returned 
and announced that they, too, had planted 
a snowmobile somewhere out in Idaho. 

None of this bothered the nice snow- 
mobile-renting man. He calmly allied in 
some local Idaho men. They went out and 
rescued the father and son. then they went 
and pulled out all of the stuck snow- 
mobiles. I realized that this was routine 
for them; on any given winter day, prob- 
ably two-thirds of the Idaho population is 
busy pulling tourist-abandoned snowmo- 
biles out of creeks, snowbanks, trees, 
mine shafts, condominiums, etc. 

So it all ended well, and the boys' 
thought snowmobiling was the coolest 
thing we could have done short of blow- 
ing up a building. I. on the other hand, 
was looking for a more restful mode of 
snow transportation, and I'm pleased to 
report that I found one: It requires no 
gasoline; it goes at a nice safe speed; and 
it doesn't get stuck. On the other hand it 
emits an amazing amount of wee-wee. 

NEXT WEEK: Dogsledding. 

i &I996 The Miami Herald 

Distributed by Tribune Media Sen-ices Inc. 


The 2 CV: They Laughed, Then Loved It 


International Herald Tribune 

P ARIS — They all laughed when CitroSn brought 
out its 2 CV, or two-horsepower, car at the Paris 
automobile show of 1948: the president of the re- 
public, Vincent AurioK looks stupefied in a pho- 
tograph standing by the contraption which was to be 
described as an umbrella on four wheels and ap- 
parently he uttered only one word, or sound. 
“Hmin." 

In 1 995, five years after the last 2 CV had rolled off 
the assembly line, the newly elected president, 

MARY BLUME 

Jacques Chirac, who had previously been described 
as a bulldozer, was asked which car resembled him 
most and astutely replied. “A 2 CV.” 

By then the 2 CV had entered French mythology, 
lovable, reliable, singular, “a phenomenon where 
the heart is as strong as reason,” a French journalist 
wrote. "No point in talking of its ugliness,” he 
added. '‘One doesn't ask Madame Curie or La Pa- 
sionaria to do a striptease.” 

The 2 CV had all the qualities the French admire in 
themselves including seductiveness if not beauty. 
“One reason people love it is because it never tried to 
seduce and thar is the height of coquetry — to seduce 
without trying," says Jacques Wolgensinger, author 
of a new book on the 2 CV published by GaUirnard, 
“La 2 CV: Nous nous sommes rant aimes” (The 2 
CV: We Loved Each Other So Much). 

If the 2 C V was not the first people 's car, still it was 
like no other popular vehicle, says Wolgensinger, 
who became Citrofri’s first press attache in 1957. 
“The big difference is that the others wanted to be 
real cars, with solid bodies and a range of colors. 
They were less spacious inside than the 2 CV and you 
couldn't take out their back seats and put in a 
piano.” 

The father of the 2 CV was Pierre Boulanger who, 
irritated by horse-drawn wagons that slowed him 
down while driving along country roads in search of 
walnut oiL imagined an easily maintained car for 
farmers, less road-hogging than a wagon if just as 
slow. “No faster than a horse,” he instructed his 
engineers. 

He also instructed them to be “sordidly eco- 
nomical'' and, it is said, demanded a car that could 
transport eggs over a plowed field without breaking 
them and accommodate a driver wearing a top hat 
(the top hat part sounds apocryphal and was, ac- 
cording to Wolgensinger: A fedora would do). 

Early designs included a motor that would start 
with a pulled string, like a lawn mower (the final 
version had a crank instead), a body made from tar 
paper, and, for the 2 CV’s single headlight, il- 
lumination by fireflies rather than a lightbulb. 

The enduring aim of the 2 CV was to be so simple 



that anyone could repair it with apiece of wire or even 
string. “Many cars had problems with head gaskets,” 
Wolgensinger says. “The solution was simply not to 
have any.” Likewise with the distributor. For many 
years the 2 CV bad no gas gauge (owners were 
provided with a dipstick) but U had a roll-back cloth 
top, making it the world’s cheapest convertible. 

After 49 prototypes, the 2 CV won government 
approval in August 1939, but production was halted 
for fear of the car falling into startled enemy hands. 
So it was not until 1948 that the 2 CV was unveiled. 
“Merde alors, it’s ugly," was one recorded com- 
ment 

Rather than tar paper, the body was maria of metal 
at least as strong as tin foil. The only available color 
was gray (blue was soon added, as well as a second 
headlight), the suspension was as supple as a tram- 
poline. The first ad for the car. overseen by 
Boulanger, emphasized that it was for farmers, not 
for the young or for those who wished to climb Hills. 
By the 1960s, the advertising emphasis, Wolgen- 
singer says, was that this minimal car was more than 
a car: It was a servant, a famil y friend, a way of life, 
an enhancer of the soul. 

To show its robustness, the 2 CV went on immense 
transcontinental journeys, three of them (to Afgh- 


anistan. Persepolis and from Abidjan to Tunis) or- 
ganized by Wolgensinger. It also participated in the 
Monte Carlo rally and the Miile Miglra add it was 
converted into a motorboaton pontoons, a sailboat and 
even an aircraft In 1958 it bad acquired directional 
signals and from 1976 it appeared in various cus- 
tomized models. 

Brigitte Bardot had one, a dance teacher in Toulon 
covered hers in plush so that passensby could caress 
it The farmers for whom it had been designed were 
outnumbered by those for whom a 2 CV spelled anri- 
confonnism. * ‘It wasn’t for those who wanted speed, 
chrome arid standing but it gave a sense of friendship 
to its user,” Wolgensinger says. 

Unfortunately, speed and chrome and standing, 
rather than friendship, became what people wanted, 
and also there were new safety and pollution laws. 
Sales declined from 1977 and the last 2 CV was 
produced in a plant in Portugal in 1990. The world 
grieved along with the French and the 2 CV remains a 
symbol of France. Last August, in protest against die 
nuclear tests, Norwegians blew one up in front of the 
French Embassy in Oslo. 

To Wolgensinger, the 2 CV is not an automobile 
but a state of mind: “It is,” be says, “the spiritual 
daughter of Mother Courage and Tom Thumb.” 


RESTAURANTS 


PEOPLE 


Perils of Dining Out: Let the No-Shows Beware 


By Florence Fabricant 

.Vfw IVrfc Times Sen-icy 

N EW YORK — People who would 
not dream of ignoring an appoint- 
ment at the barber or the hairdresser 
think nothing of making restaurant re- 
servations. then failing to call and can- 
cel if their plans change. Tables stand 
empty when other diners are waiting, an 
inconvenience that is costly to a res- 
taurant. 

But for the last 18 months, American 
Express has been quietly testing a new 
system with restaurants to charge no- 
shows. 

“The results have been very pos- 
itive," said Lloyd Wirshba. the general 
manager for restaurants at American 
Express. So far. 35 restaurants are par- 


ticipating in the program. (The com- 
pany has no plans to extend the program 
beyond the United States.) Of 10.000 
reservations made in those restaurants, 
only seven no-shows have been billed. 
In 1993. before the program went into 
effect. One if by Land. Two if by Sea in 
Manhattan had 65 no-shows for 
Thanksgiving. For the last two holidays, 
with the new program in effect, there 
were none. 

When a caller makes a reservation, the 
restaurant requests credit card inform- 
ation to guarantee it. If the caller provides 
the number, the restaurant explains that 
there will be a charge if the reservation is 
not honored without canceling. 

The program, which guarantees the 
reservation for the customer in addition 
to charging for a no-show, is similar to 


the way hotels guarantee room reser- 
vations with a credit card. 

Unlike hotels, which can charge the 
customer the full price of one night's 
stay, restaurants in the American Ex- 
press program impose a fee of $ 10 or 
$25 a person. The exact amount is up to 
the restaurant, but American Express 
will not process a charge exceeding 
$300. Similarly, the time limit on can- 
celing also depends on the restaurant. 

“The charge in no way makes up for 
the loss of revenue if the table stays 
empty," said Henny Santo, an owner of 
Sign of the Dove in Manhattan, which 
has been participating in the program 
and charges $25 for no-shows. “It has 
just been a wonderful deterrent. We 
don ’t want to charge them. We just want 
them to call to cancel.” 
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Forecast for Sunday through Tuesday, as provided by AccuWeatfw. Asia 



■‘aw*.''*' 

Jetstream 

North America Europe 

Bitterly coM weather will Rain will drench pans of 
shift lo the Eaai after a Maly, Greece arid Turkey 
snowstorm. Temperatures while snow stretches train 
wil be -15 to -10C In New the Alps to Serbia. Bulgaria 
York City and Washington, and Romania. Paris and 
D.C, and to -2C m Orlando. Amsterdam will have dry 
Florida. Severe cold will weather Sunday and Mon- 
oontinuo in Chicago and day, but rain by Tuesday. 
Toronto. Milder air will Rainy, windy weather wilt 
spread silo western Cana- spread across the British 
da by Tuesday. Isles Sunday and Monday. 


Asia 

A alarm developing aver 
Japan will causa rain In 
many areas, with snow in 
the mountains. Cold, windy 
weather will lolkrw Korea 
will be harshly cold and 
windy, perhaps with snow 
Hurries. Belpng wfll be coW 
and mainly dry. Shanghai 
and Hong Kong wifi also be 
dry lor the most part 
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•IBI -fl/lt 


V ENICE’S La Fenice opera bouse, 
which was reduced to rubble by a 
fire, will be restored in 1998 to its 18th- 
century glory. Gianfranco Mossetto, the 
Venice administration's deputy for cul- 
ture, said Friday that the decision to 
restore it to its 18th-century style was 
made to avoid squabbling over aesthet- 
ics. Meanwhile, opera performances will 
resume in a temporary location with 
Mozart’s “Don Giovanni" on March 
22 . 

□ 

The singer, songwriter and actor 
David Bowie is also a painter, and he is 
talking to a Vienna gallery about ex- 
hibiting his work. Bowie told the Aus- 
trian magazine News that he wants to 
show 150 portraits he did in oil during 
his current European tour. Bowie, who 
is to perform in Vienna on Sunday, said 
he also planned to meet with the Aus- 
trian painter Hermann Nitsch, who has 
shocked some people by painting with 
animal blood. 

□ 

Two Swedish adventurers have left 
Gothenburg for a 1 7 .000-kilometer 
(10,540-mile) journey to China by bi- 
cycle, according to the daily Expresseo. 
Christina Hyllner, 44, and Weine Ar- 
nesson. 50, will spend a year cycling 
from Gothenburg to Beijing. Hyllner 
said the idea for the trip came to her 
almost as a dream. “I woke up in the 
middle of the night at the end of March 
and I knew that I had to cycle to 
Beijing,” she said. She met Amesson 
after explaining her cycling plans on a 
talk show. 

□ 

Believe it? Or not The Lao Dong 
newspaper in Hanoi reports that a farm- 
er in centra] Vietnam has locked himse lf 
in his house with a gian t sweet potato. 
The sweet potato, weighing in at 85 
kilograms (187 pounds), was dis- 
covered by Vo Nhu Da. Word spread 
fast and before long he was inundated 
with throngs of curious visitors. 
“People came thousands of times to 
Da’s house for a look, and so be had to 
take it into a room and lock the door," 
the paper said. 

□ 

Some people don’t care for the idea 
that Michael Jackson will use a Rio 
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BREAKING OUT — International action-movie superstar Jackie Chan 
at a promotion in New York for his new film, ’‘Ramble In the Bronx.” 


shantytown as a site for his music video 
“They Don’t Care About Us.” Mar- 
cello Alencar, governor of Rio de . 
Janeiro state, said his visit would be just 
to show Rio “as a city of problems, of 
poverty.” The crew for the video, 
which Spike Lee is producing, is ex- 
pected to arrive next week. The Rio 
scenes are to be shot in the slum of Santa 
Marta, a violent no- man’s- land . con- 
trolled by cocaine traffickers. Officials 
insist they’re not trying to hide Rio’s 
problems, but they say the video would 
show a stereotype and could hurt a 
campaign to attract foreign invest- 
ment. 

□ 

Christian Slater likes to turn the 
tables on die paparazzi by turning the - 
camera on them. “I pretty much go 1 
everywhere with a video camera,” the 
actor said. He acknowledges' that en- 


during paparazzi is part of the price of 
fame, but he insists on trying to protect 
his privacy. “It's a nightmare. It can be 
very difficult” he saidJ “You’ve got to 
fight your way through.” 

□ 

A flawed 32-cent Richard Nixon 
stamp, one of 200 known to exist, sold 
for $ 16,675 at Christie’s auction house ' 
in New York. The stamp features Nix- 
on’s name upside dawn and his imay. 
split in two, with the head from die 
month up at the bottom and the lower 
part on top. ■" ... 

□- • ' •_ - 

George Lang, the owner of Caf£ ties 
•Artistes in New York and a co-owner of 
Gundel’s in Budapest, has just signed a 
contract with Knopf for his autobio- 
graphy^ “Nobody Knows the Truffles 
I ve Seen.” 



wiin Alar you can place calk to 
the US land over 20S countries! on 
your own. Quickly and easily. Just take 
out your calling card, dial the AT&T 
Access Number for the country you're 
in. and you'll be connected to an 
English-speaking operator or voice 
prompt within seconds. If the news is 
good, you'll be the first to know. Fast, 
easy calling worldwide. That 's Your 
True Choice? ' AT&T. 
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